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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


N . giving the medical treatment of 
Lues Venerea, properly fo called, we 
have fhewn that it was a difeafe 

highly infectious, of a very fingular kind, 
and in general curable without much diffi- 
culty, by apportioning an indeterminate 
quantity, and the known effects of mercury, 
to its different ftages. Inflammation, if 
we except, generally fpeaking, one or two 
particular fymptoms, made no part of the 
difeafe, nor was it neceffary to attend to it 
in the treatment. The curative indications 
‘were principally fixed to infection, and to 
the moft obvious means of countera¢ting 
and deftroying it. 
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But in Gonorrhcea Virulenta the road is 
by no means fo eafy, nor is the treatment 
fo fimple. For admitting the fyphilitic 
origin of this difeafe, we have in the cure 
inflammation as well as infection to ftruggle 
with ; and when in this combination it be 
remembered, that the remedy for infection 
is not always, not only, no remedy for the 
inflammation, with which it is moft fre- 
quently blended, but in many habits dia- 
metrically oppofite to fuch affection ; it will 
be clearly perceived that the management 
of this difeafe will often require, both on 
the part of the patient and practitioner, 
much care and attention. It is from this: 
combination of what I conceive to be two 
contrary principles that I fhall endeavour 
to fhew, although mercury be the only 
remedy in a Pox, yet, when applied to the 
fy{tem it is no cure for thofe high inflam- 
matory {ymptoms which too frequently 
mark a Clap; and that the latter, in its 
character, approaches much nearer to the 
nature of an acute inflammatory difeafe, 
than the true Lues Venerea already de- 
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fcribed: in that, I have «¢ndeavoured to 
fhew, that mercury cured by its {pecific 
effects, but in this difeafe thofe effects tend 

rather to relieve, under certain circum- — 
ftances, than to cure;—rather aflifting 
nature, and other means, than actually 
accomplifhing a cure, by its antivenereal 
power.—When I fay this, I confine the 
affertion to its action on the fyftem in ge- 
neral, with a reference to the natural cure 
and particular habits. 

‘It is worthy of note, that from the firft 
appearance of Gonorrhoea as defcribed by 
_ writers on fyphylis, to the prefent time, it 
has not only been frequently but fuccefsfully 
treated in many different ways, without 
any other than an imperfe@ theory having 
been formed, as a foundation for practice. 
The old idea of Braflavolus, that the dif- 
charge confifted pituitofe materiz prava 
qualitate gallica affectea, has been adopted 
by many of the fubfequent writers, and. 
even by Boerhaave himfelf. ‘That it was, 
and is a modification of the venereal dif-. 
eafe, has been believed, either tacitly or 
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avowedly, not only by him, but almoft by 
the unanimous confent of all practitioners 
living or dead fince his time. A doéctrine 
fo generally received is probably well 
founded, more efpecially as a late experi- 
ment, though it may not give entire con- 
viction as to the truth of the more ancient 
Opinion, yet tends to confirm it. And 
what fhould be fairly put in the fame fcale 
is the fact, that the general effects of mer- 
cury under certain ftates of the body (as I 
fhall hereafter attempt to fhew) feem to 
lead to the fame conclufion; although 
thefe effects in Gonorrhcea may certainly 
be explained on other principles. 

Phere appears to have been no fmall de- 
gree of inconfiftency between the theory 
and practice of fome writers on Gonor- 
thea. For although they have confidered 
it as a modification of the venereal difeafe, 
they have treated it as a mere eatarrhous 
affection. Hence arofe the -ufe of fuch 
medicines as were fuppofed to operate par- 
ticularly on what were called pituitous 
humours; and hence alfo originated their 

ufe 


ae 
ufe of draftic and hydragogue purgatives. 
So different, for a confiderable period, was - 
the eftablithed theory of this difeafe from 
the eftablithed practice! And even fo late 
as the time of Dr. Sydenham, if his natu- 
tal hiftory be compared with his method 
of cure, it will be found that he blended Go- 
notrheea with Chancre, when in the fame 
hiftory he confidered them both primordia 
of Lues Venerea; and that, although his 
practice in the-cure of the pl affections 
plainly contradicted fuch diftinction. In 
fhort, the majority of the frit and fub{e- 
quent writers have believed what is proba- 
bly the. fag—that this difeafe is a branch 
of the Venereal. This idea they carried 
along with them in their defcriptions of 
— its hiftory, and to that extent, that fome 
of them have fuppofed it an internal 
Chancre, that is, a Chancre within the 
urethra ; although, at the fame time, had 
they attended to their methods of cure in 
Gonorrheea, they muft have known that 
the confequences of fuch fuppotea zzternal 
Chancre are very different from an external 
3 " one, 
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one. For fo long as the difcharge in 
Gonorrhea was fuffered to continue, with- 
out any premature check, they might have 
perceived, that the difeafe would generally 
end happily, although daily experience 
fhewed them that a common external 
Chancre was not to be cured by dint of 
purging, or by fuffering fuch Chancre to 
purfue its natural courfe fimply, or under 
that kind of treatment. 

‘If it be afked, How it has happened, 
that under a theory fo vague, and a prac- 
tice fo irreconcileable to it, cures could 
have been conducted for more than twe 
centuries; JI anfwer—That from the mere 
_contemplation of fymptoms, when joined 
to a very moderate acquaintance with the 
effects of medicine, cures may be effected 
in many difeafes, but more particularly in 
this, which has a natural cure of its own, 
For here the operations of nature being 
generally {tronger than thofe of art, will 
go on, though the theory be defective, and 
the practice unfcientific, and even under 
thefe difadvantages ultimately prevail. But 

in 
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an order to this it feems neceflary that the 
means of relief fhould not abfolutely coun- 
teraét this falutary work of nature; and 
this may be one reafon at leaft why this 
difeafe has been fo often cured in a great 

variety of different ways. | 
In the early ftage of a fever there 1s 
fometimes no {mall difficulty in determin- 
ing its true character; but in the treatment 
of Gonorrhcea there can feldom be the fame 
kind of embarrafiment. For admitting it 
to be the offspring of infection, its general 
character appears to be inflammatory ; as 
is evident, when the difeafe is fairly form- 
ed, from its moft ftriking fymptoms. 
The difficulty of cure moft frequently 
depending on the degree of exifting inflam- 
mation ; and when from the nature of the 
habit there is little or no inflammation, or 
when the infammation has been fufficiently 
moderated by art ; 1n both cafes the fymp- 
toms are comparatively milder, and the 
difeafe more eafily cured, than under op- 
polite circumftances. And mercury in 
fuch cafes, and under certain other cir- 
B 4 cumftances, 
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cumftances, whether it be applied locally 
in the way of inunction, or whether it be 
given by the mouth, will have a very good 
effect in forwarding a cure; and that in 
much {maller dofes than will be wanted to 
check the progrefs of a Chancre, or any 
other fymptom truly Venereal. I have 
often obferved a few grains of calomel, and 
a very {mall quantity of ointment, termi- 
nate a Gonorrheea, though no fenfible ope~ 
ration has been produced by it on the 
mouth or general fyftem. An effe@ fo 
different from what occurs in the cure of 
Chancre and other venereal fymptoms, 
that it is with me a doubt on what prin- | 
ciple mercury thus acts in Gonorrhea, 
whether as an antivencreal, or as a pro- 
moter of a well- digefted, kindly increafed 
fecretion. 
if it be true that mercury in Gonorrhea 
acts moft fafely, and with the greateft cer- 
tainty, when there is but a flight degree of 
inflammation ; and if the relief it gives be 
generally produced by ufing it in {mall 
quantity, and without thofe powerful ge- 
neral 
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neral effets which we have thewn are 
neceflary in the cure of Lues Venerea, it ° 
may be fuccefsfully employed in this dif- 
eafe, without agitating further, or pre- 
tending to fettle the nature of the gonor- 
rhoeal infection. Thefe are practical facts, 
which may ftand alone without the aid of 
any theory, and be attended to, whether 
the difeafe be, as has been generally be. 
lieved, a branch of the venereal, or not. 
Practical knowledge, when f{upported by a 
theory perfectly unexceptionable, “and re- 
peated experiment, may be confidered as 
forming a complete fyftem. It would be 
extremely eafy, by falling in with the 
opinion of the day, to fabricate fuch a 
fyftem. But as our prefent knowledge 
of the nature of gonorrhceal infection 
feems to me imperfect, [ muft depend prin- 
cipally on practice for a folution of fome 
of the difficulties attending the treatment — 
of this difeafe. The only kind of theory 
attempted has been a natural hiftory, as 
correct as my obfervations have enabled me 
to make it; and all I fhall now add will 

be 
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be a careful and faithful narration of the 
effects of medicine in counterating and 
curing fuch difeafe, as far as thofe effects 
have appeared clear and decifive. And 
this mode of cure I muft adopt, without 
pretending to determine the {pecific nature 
of the difeafe treated.—If any one fhould 
be furprized at this avowal of my igno- 
rance, or, at /eaft, uncertainty, I beg of 
him enly to reflect on the treatment of the 
Small-Pox.—How it has been for ages 
well known. Phyficians have at all times, 
from the days in which it was firft de- 
{cribed by the Arabians, been. well ac- 
quainted both with its ufual fymptoms and 
its cure; which cure, in the variety of 
hands it has fucceflively gone through, 
has been gradually enlarged and improved. 
But we do not even now know the fpecific 
nature of the infection; nor have we any 
medicine that deferves the name of a fpe- 
cific in 1ts cure :—and yet cures have been 
attempted, and fuccefs obtained, not by 
any correct theory or notion of the infec- 
tion itfelf, but by a fedulous and unbiaffed 


attention 
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attention to the progrefs of the difeafe in 
different habits ;—to its obvious fymptoms 
in different ftages, and to the no lefs obvi- 
ous effects of medicine on thefe circum- 
ftances. If we had waited for a correct 
idea of the nature of the variolous infec- 
tion, we had been {till to feek for a general 
mode of treatment in the natural Small- 
Pox; and ftill, without the immenfe 
advantages juttly attributed to Inocula- 
tion. | | 

What I take to be the general character 
of the Gonorrhea Virulenta was not for 
many ages known; and Dr. Aftruc was, I 
believe, the firft man who, by joining the 
low antiphlogiftic plan of the French to 
an after mercurial treatment, proved, that 
a combination of two very different kinds 
of effects would produce a cure. And to 
him, whatever other opinions may have 
fince been adopted, we are much indebted. 
Before his time, writers do not feem to 
have underftood that infection could pro- 
duce inflammation, and that the continu- 
ance of the latter would keep up and 


prolong 
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prolong the difeafe; nor to have believed 
that inflammation is the great agent in 
giving to gonorrhceal infection fo much 
force and irritation as it really does. 

The difcoveries in regard to the effects 
of a cooling, purging, and antiphlogiftic 
plan in checking the progrefs of the erup- 
tive fymptoms after Inoculation for the 
Small-Pox, and thereby leffening the num- 
ber of the puftu'es, were till lately un- 
known. And though Sydenham, with 
his ufual fagacity, particularly taught, 
that this difeafe was of an inflammmatory 
character in its firft ftage, and had in con- 
fequence of that idea recommended a cool- 
ing regimen; yet the obvious application 
of a fimilar doGrine to the Gonorrhea has 
not (as far as I have been able to inform 
myfelf) been hitherto made. Although 
all the early and remote infortunia in Go- 
norrheea fhew at once the juftnefs of the 
principle and- parallel; and prove, that 
they are the confequences of inflammation 
ingrafted on infeCtion: of courfe the prin- 
cipal means of relief muft be derived from 
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fuch medicines and treatment as are capa- 
ble of appeafing inflammatory irritatien in 
the firft inftance, and infection in the 
fecond. Why does a hernia humoralis—an 
inflammation in perinzo, or at the neck 
of the bladder, ever arife in Gonorrhcea ? 
From inflammation having been tranflated 
or extended to thefe parts. What are 
the firft means of relief? Antiphlogiftics : 
which, by reducing the inflammation, 
leave the Gonorrhcea in a ftate or fituation 
very fimilar to that in which it was before 
~ the commencement of thofe accidents, 
with the irritability’ and tenfion of the 
urethra greatly leflened, and a return of 
the difcharge. Therefore the fair infer- 
ence is, that if no particular irritation, 
whilft the difeafe was purfuing its natural 
courfe, had been applied in fuch cafes, and 
that natural courfe had not been checked, 
(more efpecially if antiphlogittics had been 
‘employed from the beginning, ) thefe acci- 
dents, moft probably, would never have - 
happened. | % 
Having 
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Having already fully fhewn the founda- 
tion on which the received theory, that the 
Gonorrhcea is a branch of the Lues Ve- 
nerea, refts, without attempting to decide 
either on the one fide or the other, I fhall 
leave the queftion to be hereafter more 
fully and fatisfactorily fettled in the way 
formerly pointed out; and having no where 
endeavoured to maintain that I was not a 
believer of the general opinion, or faying 
more than what amounts to this—** That 
fuch opinion has been admitted without 
{ufficient proof :” I fhall proceed to prac- 
tice on the bafis of natural hiftory, and 
{hall endeavour, in the treatment of Go- 
norrhsea, to purfue the plan long fince. 
laid down by Sydenham, for extending the 
knowledge and cure of difeafes in general. 
Iam induced to this, not only becaufe I 
think the plan a good one for this parti- 
cular difeafe as well as others, but becaufe 
fome refpectable practitioners feem to me. 
to have departed from the old road too in- 


confiderately, without having been able to 
find 
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find out recommend a better. With 
refpect . prefent fubjedt, as well as to 
fome other parts of furgery, it may be 
faid, that if the natural hiftory of this dif- 
eafe, and the effects of medicine in its 
cure, had not been lately too fuperficially 
treated ; —if anatomical and phyfiological 
refearches had not been fubftituted for 
practice, and employed with little advan-. 
tage in the inveftigation of its nature ;— 
if we had not been for fome years amufed 
more with hypothefis, fpeculation, and 
refinement, than with fuch practical facts 
as have been known and long proved, 
we muit have had in this difeafe, from fo 
extraordinary a man as the late Mr. John 
Hunter, fomething like the Praxzs paves 
et confummata of Sydenham. | 
Amidft a great profufion of « curious but 
extraneous matter, from a great number of 
ufeful anatomical, philofophical, physio- 
logica], and medical obfervations, contained 
in Mr. John Hunter’s work on the Vene- 
real Difeafe, I fear the ftudent will in vain 
fearch for that at fteady and decifive practice 
which 


ded tie (one 
which may be faid to be the perfection of 
the art. If this gentleman had attended 
to the practical truths promulgated in 
aany different authors, both in this and 
the two laft centuries, we fhould probably 
~ have had in this celebrated work lefs 
theory, but more practical knowledge.— 
This critique will apply not only to his 
treatment of Chancre and its confequences, 
but to that of the Gonorrhcea Virulenta, 
in which he has depended too much upon 
nature, without attempting to affift her 
by art; and that, although he admits the 
difeafe to be the effect of venereal infec- 
tion. 7 

It would be a tedious and laborious tafk 
to enumerate the feveral ways by which 
the cure of this difeafe has been attempted 
in different ages. After pafling over a num- 
ber of other writers, I fhall therefore only 
take a curfory view of fuch modes of treat- 
ment as have been handed down to us, under 
the celebrated names of Sydenham, Boer- 
haave, and Aftruc. Iam induced to this, to 


fhew that they were not only able to cure it 
effetually, 
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_ effectually, but their obfervations, how 
defective foever they may be, bear much 
ftronger marks of practice and ufeful 
knowledge than fome of the produétions 
of the prefent day. I can never bring 
-myfelf to believe that fuch writers fhould 
_ be difcarded as old and obfolete. If they 
may appear to fome perfons defective in 
_ theory, I can only fay, I with we had 
dels of it, in this difeafe, than we now 
have. Their praétice was, in a great 
_meafure, the foundation of the prefent; 
and was, as will be fhewn in the follow- 
ing pages, in many refpeéts excellent. 
The world has been long in poffeffion of 
their thoughts; and the fhare they have 
had in improving our methods of cure 
- fhould be acknowledged with candour, 
and ‘repaid with gratitude.x— Without en- 
tering minutely into them, it will be fuf- 
ficient if I confine myfelf to fuch parti- 
cular obfervations as have had a tendency 
to influence the prefent treatment of the 
difeafe. ‘They who with for a more full | 
_ account may confult the authors them- 
Vou. III. C ” felves. 
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felves. And Iam convinced they may {till 
be read with no lefs pleafure than advan- 
tage, and am forry that the limits of this 
work will not allow me to note alfo, many 
other ufeful hints in fubfequent writers. 
A ftudent, when of a certain ftanding in 
the profeffion, cannot read too much, nor 
be too cautious in believing implicitly, 
without due confideration, ‘the ipfe dixit 
of any man.—He fhould pin his faith 
principally on thofe writers who have en- 
deavoured to defcribe and form a judge- 
ment of fymptoms, and the effects of 
medicine, from what they have feen ; men 
who could clearly diftinguith the fuperior 
importance of pathology and therapeuticks, 
over the ufeful, but lefs productive fcience 
of anatomy. Authentic medical fats may 
be compared to the well-known chara¢ters 
of arithmetic. They are a kind of uni- 
_verfal language underftood by the intelli- 
gent of every country, and are not thé lefs 
valuable for having been remarked or ufed 
by others. Nor, if it fhould be urged 
that they are few in number, or applicable 
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to other difeafes, are they lefs important on 
thefe accounts. For, to carry on the com- 
parifon, in like manner as the arrangement 
and reciprocal action of figures may be 
varied, and fo managed as to form new 
products, and folve many highly ufeful 
queftions, fo. may thefe facts. It is bya 
knowledge of old, that we muft lay the 
foundation for the acquirement of new 
truths. Improvement is progreffive ; and 
if our remote and immediate anceftors had 
not tran{mitted what they knew to pofte- 
rity, and pofterity had not received that 
knowledge to exercife their ingenuity upon, 
there could not only have been no improve- 
ment, but no f{cience; and mankind at this 
day, would have been almoft in the unin- 
formed ftate of nature. With thefe reflec- 
tions, intended to excite our medical youth 
to the ftudy of medical writers in general, 
I proceed to make a few obtervations on 
the writings of Sydenham, Boerhaave, and 

Aftruc, in this difeafe. . 
Sydenham’s method of cure con- 
fifted principally in giving purgatives fo 
C2 frequently, 
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frequently, and of fuch ftrength, as to 
produce very copious, and, I fhould fup- 
pofe, fometimes rather painful evacuations 
per anum: for his purgatives, although 
fometimes of the lenient, were generally 
of the hydragogue, or even draftic kind. 
In this practice he aimed at one of two 
indications. — ‘* In remediis catharticis 
quantum huc ufque ufu comperimus, cura= 
tionis omnis cardo verfttur, quorum aux~ 
ilio, vel educitur humor peccans vel procu- 
ratur diverfiofuccorum corporis naturalium, 
qui aliter hofti in pabulum cederent.” 

It appears that for the firft fortnight he 
purged every day, or till the heat of urine 
and purulency of the difcharge were greatly 
abated ; then every other day for the next 
fortnight :—after which he purged only 
twice a week. If the difeafe did not yield 
to this courfe, or if the patient was not 
eafily purged, he gave occafionally a 
{tronger cathartic; and when the cure went 
on too flowly, he employed Hydr. Vitriol. 
gr. vill. —twice or thrice, at proper inter- 


vals, left it ‘fhould occafion falivation, or 
elfe 


road 
elfe Pil. ex Duobus cum Calom. gr. x. bis in 
feptiman.* When he found an averfion in 
the patient to cathartics by the mouth, or 
when, from a peculiarity of conftitution, 
his other purgatives did not avail, he or- 
dered clyfters twice a day, compofed of 
purgatives cum Terebinth Venet. 3vi— 
and every night Opobalfamum gutt. xxv. 
vel Terebinth. Cyprefs. 2, N. M. The diet 
was refrigerant and light, without wine; 
{pirituous or ftrong fermented liquor, 
({mall beer alone being allowed at meals) : 
the drink at other times being milk, boiled 
in three times its quantity of water, and on 
the intermediate days of purging, a cool- 
ing emulfion. In a very fanguine confti- 
tution, and when the difeafe was obftinate, 
after having {pent a month in purging, 
he recommends bleeding; but what is 
fingular, he fays he is fearful of it at a 
more early period. He ufed no injection 


“* In Mr. Hunter’s obfervations the cure of a Go- 
norrheea is mentioned as having taken place from 20 
grains of Calomel given in one dofe ; and he feems to 
have confidered it as an extraordinary fact. 
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but that of “4g. Rofar, and that only at 
the deelenfion of the difeafe. 

He adds :—‘* Hac methodo que mihi 
femper pro voto ceffit in Gonorrhea fa» 
nanda, meliorem nondum comperi, max- 
ime in eis, qui facile purgantur. In eis 
enim qui purgantur zgrius—curatio, licet 
nunquam fallax, ‘tamen non nifi poft 
longum temporis fpatium, perficitur.” In 
this laft peculiarity of conftitution he re- 
peated the bleeding, made his purgatives 
f{tronger, gave them more frequently, and 
‘perfevered in them for a greater length of 
time; or elfe he ufed the clyfter above 
mentioned: but he relied principally on 
purgatives. 

_ Without prefuming to expofe the little 
blemifhes in the theory and practice of this 
great man, it is fufficiently clear, that from 
“fuch a courfe of medicine as he has re- 
commended, the two indications of cure in 
every inflammation, namely, derivation and 
evacuation, muft have been anfwered, and 

the latter made, not only from the fyftem in 
general, 
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general, but from a near and almoft con- 
tiguous furface to that of the urethra, 
namely, the mucous membrane lining 
the rectum. The great and manifeft ad- 
vantages of a drain from veffels or furfaces 
in the neighbourhood of a part inflamed, 
are now too well known to need much 
comment. if local evacuation, from an 
inflamed mucous membrane, can be of 
fervice in fome dyfenteries, in catarrhous 
affe@tions of the cheft, or ina phlegmo-~ 
mous inflammation of the inteftines, it is 
more than probable that purgatives, even 
in the rough way in which this writer 
feems to have ufed them, mutt have tended 
to diminith the inflammation in Gonor- 
thea. The fyftem in general having been 
thus weakened, and the local fymptoms 
gradually moderated, the difeafe generally 
ran a fhorter courfe than natural, without 
violence; and I make no doubt, though 
flowly, yet without any alarming circum~ 
Mance. Itis difficult to fay, whether he 
-ufed the Turbeth. as an antiyenereal, or as 
E Gua. a means 
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a means of producing a powerful revul- 
fion from the part. ' Neither Ipecac. nor 
the milder preparations of antimony, were 
known in his time. But in the dofe pre- 
{cribed, this medicine will generally prove 
an emetic. So that by the concuffion to 
the whole frame, the violent action of 
vomiting muft have given, it was a relax- 
ant; by clearing the ftomach and intef- 
‘tinal canal of their contents, it was an 
evacuant; and that it is a powerful anti- 
venereal alfo, in the above dofe, there can 
be no doubt. In this fingle medicine, 
therefore, were united the feveral proper- 
ties ; of producing relaxation, evacuation, 
“and an antivenereal action; and, in cont 
fequence of this combination, a powerful 
revulfion.——-On this medicine, in obftinate 
cafes, he feems to have placed great de- 
pendence. With regard to the Pil ex 
* Duobus cum Calomel, gr. x. which he fome- 
times fabftituted for. this medicine, the 
purgative muft have acted as a draftic one, 
and the mercurial as {lightly antivenereal, 
as well as purgative. We are told in 

general 
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general: terms only, the circumftances in 
which he esyployed the cathartic and tere- 
binthinated clyfters with Opobalfam. But 
it may be. premifed, that he did not. ufe 
either one or the other early-in. the difeafe; 
or before his courfe of purging, which 
mutt have been continued from a fortnight 
to a month, or more. The {trict diet, 
and cooling. demuicent drink, were ufed 
from the beginning. . I have further to 
remark on this writer, that thegreat irri+ 
tation of his purgatives’' muft often have 
occafioned not only tene{mus, but exco- 
riation of the parts about the verge of the 
anus; that his method of cure was often — 
effected without mercury, and, in the 
worft cafes, by no great quantity of it ; 
that, fince his time, experience has fully 
confirmed the efficacy of medicines of the 
terebinthinated kind; and that, during the 
increafe and {tate of the difeafe, no local 
means of checking the fecretion from the 
urethra were employed, unlefs 7. Ro/ar. 
can be faid to have had this effe&. But 
unlefs the purgatives employed, acted by 
revulfion, 
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revulfion, and by producing fuch an irri- 
tation and fecretion, both in the {mall and 
large inteftines, as bordered on a ftrong 
diarrhoeal, or fomething approaching to a 
dyfenteric affection ;—I{ fay, unlefs this 
made a very confiderable part in their ac- 
tion, the method will fometimes require, 
in the excefs of irritation, the afliftance 
of opium, to render it eafy to the patient, 
and, what is more, fafe. For the pro- 
duction of tenefmus in Gonorrhea may, 
in fome -habits, bring on an affection of 
the proftate gland ; but when it occafions 
piles, and thofe piles bleed freely, fuch 
difcharge muft tend greatly towards a 
cure; and when they are diftended and 
inflamed without difcharge, they draw off 
irritation from the urethra. Another 
objeG@ion may be raifed againft the ufe 
of purgatives, as prefcribed by Syden- 
ham: ‘they may be faid to weaken the 
ftomach and digeftive organs. It may be 
urged, in anf{wer to this, that in cafes of 
dropfical weaknefs, the ufe of the more 
active purgatives were, and ftill are, fome- 

times 
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times vindicable; that if in fuch cafeg 
they can be employed, not only with fafety 
but advantage, there furely can be no dan- 
ger arifing from them in Gonorrhea; a 
difeafe generally affliGiing perfons other- 
wife in high health, where no fuch weak- 
nefs exifts, and where a daily fupply of 
ingefta, perhaps of a very ftimulating 
kind, is adding to the inflammatory na- 
ture of the -diféafe. It -is certainly 
‘defeGtive, at leaft in many phlegmonous 
habits, from the omiffion of bleeding 
during the early inflammatory progrefs of 
the difeafe: and there are almoft an infi- 
nite number of cafes which require the 
affiftance of the femicupium, or warm 
‘bath. 

With refpect to the learned Boerhaave’s 
method I muft remark, that from his very 
critical knowledge of the anatomical ftruc- 
ture of the parts, principally taken from 
De Graaf, Ruyfch, Littre, and others, he 
endeavoured to eftablifh certain feats of the 
difeafe. In his theory and practice he 
copied Brafavolus and Sydenham, but he 

added 
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added much ufeful . matter. of, his own. 
The following heads convey no contemp- 
tible idea of the goodnefs of his arrange- 
ment, cand the accuracy of his knowledge. 
« Loci affecti funt. vafa mucilaginofa, in 
primis lacuna magna in dorfo urethre 
ad finem glandis; difpofitio que. hic ori- 
tur quenam eft? Eft inflammatio (fur- 
ther he adds). Prima inflammatio faciat 
‘theuma, pejor. vero faciat fuppurationem, 
&c. Hine, nunc, oritur ftillicidium 
‘tranfudans. Hie tranfudatio fit femper 
per urethram, Sed in peffimo aliquando © 
affectu hec tranfudatio fit per fubftantiam 
glandulofam penis, ulceratio autem que 
Ahic fit, lenis eft ut patet clare; quia per 
fex feptimanas, imo per xii. poteft Go- 
norrheea talis tolerari fine cura; bene in- 
‘f{tituta vita; et tamen non multum mali 
faciet. Unde patet hic lenem effe ulce- 
ationem, que magis in praternaturali 
difienfione confittit, quam in confumptione 
{uppuratoria.* 


* See Prale&t. Academ. HI. Boerhaave de Lue Ve- 
-nerea, 1762, Lugd. Batavorum, from ps 131 to 134-5. 
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This quotation conveys but a faint idea 
of the order and judgement with which 
he has treated the anatomical ftructure of 
the parts, the different feats of the difeafe ~ 
and its fymptoms. His obfervations are 
too diffufe to be quoted at length, and too 
good to bear an abridgement without in- 
jury: I muft therefore refer the reader to 
the work itfelf, only obferving, that in his 
method of cure he was particularly atten- 
tive to the primary feat of the difeafe; 
and endeavoured without aftringents, at 
a very early period, by frequent ablution, 
to cleanfe the anterior part of the urethra. 
He conceived, that the difcharge confifted 
principally of: mucus which contained the 
venereal matter as a vehicle, and that 
by increafing this difcharge it was to be 
carried off. ‘This compound, in his 
opinion, was to be in due quantity, to 
flow freely, and fuffered to remain as 
fhort a time as poffible within the urethra; 
putridity was to be obviated, and the acri- 
mony and virulency of the difcharge cor- 
rected by fuch topics as had no tendency 
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to check it. He endeavoured to produce 
relaxation by means of fomentation, and 
cataplafms of the emollient anodyne kind, 
and the warm bath. After due cleanfing 
and expreflion of the virulent mucus, he 
allows of emollient injections, but they 
were fuch as produced no pain, and had no 
effect in checking the difcharge ; and even 
thefe were not employed immediately, but 
after fome time had been previoufly em- 
ployed in the ufe of the above means: to 
which he added dilution, reft, and the 
moft {crupulous attention to diet and regi- 
men. Under the circumftance of confi- 
derablesChordee, he recommends both 
local and general bleeding, more efpecially 
in aninflammatory habit.—I find from his 
Aphorifms, that he exhibited mercurial 
cathartics ; but from his academical lec- 
tures it appears, he employed only the 
common lenients and draftics, of which 
he has given a great variety of forms. He 
fays, what is perfectly true, that whoever — 
is moft fuccefsful in preventing a priapif{m, 
will alfo be naoft fuccefsful in the cure of 

6 the 
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the difeafeé. When for the removal of this 
troublefome fymptom he found it necef- 
fary to take away blood from the vicinity 
cof the part, it was done by opening a vein 
gn the dorfum penis. 

To fay nothing of his purging courfe, 
which was fully as fevere as that preferibed 
“by Sydenham. He feems to have. been 
too remifs in the evacuation by bleeding ; 
for general, local bleeding, or both,, are 
not only neceffary in cafes of high inflam- 
mation, but they fhould often form the 
-fubftratum for other remedies, and that at 
-anearly period. If this be not donein all 
“habits truly inflammatory, other appro- 
“priated’ remedies. will have only a partial 
and incomplete effect. He has. ordered 
nearly the fame natural balfams as Syden- 
ham, in the latter flage of the ‘difeafe, 
“but of the: effects of bark: and opium he 
was not, probably, acquainted. The early 
“opinion of Brafavolus » (as -was before 
“faid) added to the authority of Syden- 
ham, had great influence on-his. practice, 
in which: he was not a little biafled-by the 
| anatomical 
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-anatomical refearches of the age. He cul- 
tivated anatomy, as many well-difpofed 
perfons do at this day, with ardour; and 
expected to reap from -this particular 
branch of fcience much more than it can 
give, either to the pathology or cure of 
this difeafe. But his dire@tions in the firtt 
ftage of Gonorrhcea were new, and worthy 
the attention of all fubfequent writers. 
~He added much; but had he made only 
this addition to our knowledge, -he would 
have deferved no fmall fhare of praife. 

In Aftruc may be obferved a know- 
ledge of anatomy fufficiently correct, well 
applied toe the main fubje&t; and a more 
extenfive acquaintance with the nature of 
_ the difeafe, and effects of remedies. 

In the firft ftage he recommends the 
taking off inflammation by all poffible 
means. He advifes bleeding, in cafes of 
phlegmonous and eryfipelatous inflamma- 
tion, as freely as in a peripneumony ; and 
he feems never to have omitted this evacu- 
ation, even in other cafes not fo highly 
inflammatory.. The drink was a cooling 

| ptifan 
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ptifan, taken in Jarge quantities ; the 
bowels were kept open by lenient purga- 
tives, or by clyfters with caffia. If the 
inflammation did not give way to thefe 
means, an emulfion was employed freely, 
cum Sal. Prun. and an opiate added to each. 
dofe; which dofe was never lefs than half 
a pint, and often repeated.—If neither the 
ptifan nor emulfion would agree with the 
ftomach, he gave water cum Sal. Prunell. 
and if, notwithftanding thefe means, the 
difeafe gets ground, (which he fays can 
never happen but from the great intem- 
perance of the patient,) if the urethra be 
highly inflamed and troubled with Chor- 
dee, &c. fomentations, cataplafms, and 
an injection of a {mall quantity of Saechar. 
Saturnt are to be ufed; he alfo gave this 
powerful medicine, as well as Campdor, 
internally.—To the latter there can be no 
objection ; but to the former, though alfo 
recommended by the great Hoffman, there 
certainly is. | 

In the fecond ftage he employed the 
Ung. Mercur. locally, but fo as not to 
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affect the mouth; and he preferred it to 
mercurials given internally. His ‘mode of 
inunétion was to rub it into the whole of 
the pudenda, every third or fourth day. 
His purgatives, which were fometimes 
employed with, fometimes without, in- 
unction, were conftantly of the lenient 
kind. In the third ftage he employed 
the natural balfams, witha milk diet, &c. 
There can be no doubt that, under cir- 
eumftances of confiderable inflammation, 
an antiphlogiftic plan is proper during the 
the firft, or, indeed, in any inflammatory 
ftate of the difeafe: but I do not find that 
he depended at all upon topical bleeding, 


‘and this will frequently be of the greateft 
fervice in this difeafe, when bleeding from 
the arm would not be admiffible.—The 
french name of ptifan does not alter the 
nature of a diluting liquor; and the work. 
of dilution may go on under that form, as 
well as under any other.—The addition of - 
an. opiate to the emulfion is ufeful, and per= 
haps a fmall quantity of Sa/. Pruzell. may 
be allowed ; but the admiffion of Sacchar. 
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Saturni into the urethra as an injection, 
under the circumftances mentioned, can 
hardly be faid to be fafe,—unlefs the folu- 
tion be fo weak and {fo nicely adjufted as to 
afford its fedative without its aftringent 
effe€@t,—an idea which I believe he never 
entertained ; and he feems not to have been 
at all acquainted with the power of bark 
under certain circumftances of irritation 
and weaknefs in this difeafe. 

The practice of different countries is of- 
ten different. Whether the bowels be kept 
-epen by a medicine given by the mouth, 
or a clyfter, which is more univerfally the 
cuftom in France, the intention aimed at 
is nearly the fame in both countries ; but 
the French practice has here an advantage 
over the Englith—relaxing, cooling, and 
allaying irritation by its local application, 
in a way that no purgative given by the 
mouth can poflibly affe&. But though 
this was his practice, it does not appear 
that he knew accurately the good effects of 
a warm bath. 
| D 2 fae 
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He fays, when the difeafe becomes milder 
from the ufe of ‘medicine, it was cured in 
a few days, the circulating fluids were re- 
ftored to their natural courfe, and the in- 
flammation (of what he calls) the femi- 
nary receptacles was difperfed ; the fcald- 
ing of the urine, heat and pain of the parts, 
difappeared fuddenly, and the patient was 
fo perfeCtly reftored to health, that he 
began to doubt whether he had even been 
troubled with a Gonorrhcea.—Whether 
our learned author was induced to make 
this remark from the contemplation of the 
whole of his practice in the firft and 
fecond ftages, is difficult to fay; but Ican 
affert from experience, that when in the | 
firft ftage of the difeafe, bleeding, the warm 
bath, and dilution have been properly en- 
joined, and care taken to keep the belly 
moderately open, during the ufe of that 
great appeafer of irritation, opium, an ef- 
fe fomewhat fimilar has frequently fol- 
lowed,—-without nitre or camphor, with- 
out injection, and witheut the internal or 

external 
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external ufe of Sacchar. Saturni.—I mean 
when the patient has at the fame time co- 
operated with the plan, by keeping himfelf 
properly quiet at home, avoiding exercife, | 
women, wine, and other obftacles. 

If an antiphlogiftic plan be generally 
neceffary in France, a country in which 
the common food of its inhabitants is nei- 
ther fo grofs, nor, generally fpeaking, fo 
ftimulating as in England, the practice 
will apply more forcibly to the natives of 
this country than’ to that. At the fame 
time, in moft other difeafes, as well as 
this, the French carry the ufe of the more 
powerful antiphlogiftics to an unwarrant- 
able length. However, a great deal of 
our ill fuccefs and embarrafiment in curing 
this difeafe has depended, I fear, on our 
remiffnefs in this particular. It has been 
too frequently confidered as a trifling com- — 
plaint, requiring but little reftriction to 
diet, and ftill lefs to regimen and medi- 
cine. The early fymptoms have but fel~ 
dom been fpeedily and properly counter- 
acted ; they have been fuffered to eftablifh © 
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themfelvées without a fufficient check, un- 
der no confinement whatever; and hence 
has arifen much tedioufnefs and perplexity 
iu the fubfequent ftates of the difeafe. 
The prevention of all, the early as well 
as late accidents in this difeafe, turn, in a 
great meafure, on the knowledge of thefe 
circumftances. .In truth, it fhould be 
treated with the fame care and circum{pec- 
tion as other acute inflammatory difeafes ; 
and this treatment is required more parti- 
cularly at an early period in this, becaufe 
_jts character is both infectious and inflam- 
matory, tending generally, without any 
mixture of debility or putridity, to the 
genuine effects of inflammation. 

In practice there are fome things to be 
noted, arifing from the action of medi- 
cine, under particular circumftances. For 
example :—If I was defirous of ufing mer- 
cury, bark, or balfamics, in any one {tage 
of the difeafe, it would be of confequence 
to determine, previoufly, whether they 
were to be employed alone, without a pre- 
ceding antiphlogiftic treatment, or not. 

There 
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‘There are many cafes in which they would 
be highly efficacious after fuch treatment, 
though they have, generally, a very dif- 
ferent effec in fimilar cafes, when that 
precaution has been neglected. 

It is always neceflary to know whe- 
ther the patient has ever been injured be- 
fore; what the nature of that injury was; 
whether followed by ftricture, hernia hu- 
moralis, or any other accident. It is alfo 
of confequence to learn whether he has 
been fubject to complaints of the bladder 
and kidneys. For thefe affections give a 
predifpofition to irritability, inflamma- 
tion, and fuppuration, which would have 
no exiftence when thefe vifcera are found. 

There are other variations arifing from 
age, habit, temperament, and the feafon 
of the year. A young or middle aged 
perfon, if not ef what may be called a 
very weakly phlegmatic temperament, will 
moft frequently, when the difeafe has fub- 
fifted for a few days, have a white tongue, 
a pulfe fomewhat quickened, and an evi- 
dent appearance of more or lefs inflamma- 
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tion. Thefe circumftances are too often 
attributed to exercife, the weather, drink- 
ing, &c. but though thefe may occa- 
fionally co-operate, they are‘more generally 
produced by difeafe. They are moft con- 
fpicuous in the fanguineous temperarnent, 
with florid complexion and light hair ; and 
in perfons who have dark‘hair, ‘with ftrong 
vigorous conftitutions. In contradiftine- 
tion to thefe, there are habits but flightly 
difpofed to inflammation, in which the 
difcharge is great, and the local irrita- 
tion, when compared with the former 
habit, flight. I have touched fo far on 
the nature of temperaments in conformity 
to the common language of medicine :— 
literally fpeaking, in Gonorrheea there are 
habits difpoied to inflammation, and there 
are others which are not. In the latter, 
the difcharge is copious and thin, the parts 
get unloaded, if it be fuffered to continue, 
fometimes without any, and fometimes 
with very little attendant or fubfequent 
irritation and inflammation: in fuch cafes, 
bleeding is certainly not indicated; and 
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though I am a ftrong advocate for this eva- 
cuation in the oppolite temperament, or 
when there: is confiderable local inflam- 
mation, Tallow that other remedies: may 
have the preference here. . In fhort, mer- 
cury alone, almoft in any form, and with 
very little afliftance from other collateral 
means, will effect a cure; and perhaps fo 
favourable is the copious difcharge and 
habit to a cure under thefe inftances, that 
the flighteft purgatives, with a regimen 
hardly different from that which fuch 
habits are accuftomed to, will fuffice for 
the removal of the difeafe. But Imuftat 
the fame time remark, that to check this 
difcharge by any means whatever, before 
the parts, which have been, like a {ponge - 
loaded with water, gorged (if I may fo 
fay) with a fluid of fome kind or other, 
may even, in the moft favourable habit, 
be the means of producing a metattafis 
from the anterior to fome other deeper and 
more remote part of the urethra.* 


* Vide Vol. I. p. 197. 
There 
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There not only exifts this difference of 
temperament, but in each of them may 
be found another variation depending on 
a conftitutional difeafe,—the {crophula. 
‘When a perfon labouring under a Gonor- 
choea is fubject to rednefs, tendernefs, and 
increafed fecretion from the eye-lids,—has 
a thickened upper-lip, or rednefs, tender- 
mefs, and increafed fecretion from the 
glandule odorifere, fuch perfon will pro- 
bably’ fuffer more, and be cured with 
greater difficulty, than another who has 
not any of thefe affections, and that, whe- 
ther his habit be weakly or robuft. The 
courfe of the feafons has alfo an effet even 
an this difeafe. Hot weather tends to make 
the difcharge confiderable, acrimonious, and 
the inflammation great, and in the fpring, 
or beginning of fummer, the tendency to — 
inflammation, whether of the phlegmonous 
or eryfpelatous kind, will be moft pre- 
vailing. 

And laftly, amongft all the other auk- 
ward circumftances, there is one very 
trode fill to mention ;—namely, 

irregularity 
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irregularity on the fide of the party, with 
refpect to the connections the patient may 
have. A man in a fever, peripneumony, 
or dyfentery, does not, when confined, 
place himfelf in circumftances liable to in- 
creafe, or renovate, after a partial cure, the 
original difeafe: but amongft the vaft mul- 
titude of perfons who have Gonorrhea, 
the practitioner has no hold, no tie whatever, 
unlefs the perfon afflicted be really of pro- 
bity. When tlhrat is the cafe, under the 
faith of mutual confidence, a dependence 
may be made both as to the appearance of 
fymptoms, and the effects of medicine; 
but without it all order and power of dif- 
crimination is annihilated, or at beft ren. 
dered very doubtiul.—-! will not enter 
into the matter how far, by a freth renewal 
of infection during a Gonorrheea fubfift- 
ing, fuch Gonorrhea can be exafperated ; 
but this may with truth be faid, that in- 
feGtion of the chancrous kind may, by a 
frefh connection, be fuperadded to the 
gonorrhceal one :—that is, a.man having 
already a Gonorrhoea alone, may, by a_ 
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fubfequent connection, gain alfo a Chancre, 
or chancrous excoriation, in addition to 
what he had before ;—and even if he 
efcapes that accumulation of difeafe, the 
fimple circumftance of indulging in a con-~ 
nection with a clean perfon, will, at any 
rate, add to, rather than diminith the irri- 
tation that was remaining from the origi- 
nal complaint. ; 
The Gonorrhcea Virulenta may be di- 
vided, into two flages. The firft of thefe 
commences with the moft early fymptoms, 
and may be faid to end at that period, be 
it early or late, when the inflammatory 
fymptoms, (among which the Chordee is 
included,) have paffed their height, and 
are fubfiding, or beginning to fubfide. In 
the firft flage, therefore, I diftinguifh a 
tendency to inflammation, an inflamma- 
tion increafing, the height of that inflam - 
mation, and the commencement of its 
diminution.—The fecond ftage may be 
dated from this beginning to fubfide, to 
the perfect removal of the inflammatory 
fymptoms, and cefiation of difcharge from 
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the urethra. In the firft ftage, the fymp- 
toms are daily increafing, with mare or lefs 
rapidity, to an uncertain degree of vio- 
lence. In the former part of the fecond 
ftage, although the difeafe has pafied its 
height, yet there remains a degree of irri- 
tability with inflammation, ftill fubfift- 
ing in a diminifhed ftate, but with a dif- 
pofition to increafe upon the application of 
any irritating caufe whatever. In the 
fecond part of this {tage it is more dimi- 
nifhed, and the principal fymptoms being 
gone, there remains only the Gleet. 

I muft remark, that each of thefe ftages 
not only requires a different mode of treat- | 
ment, but the treatment muft quadrate 
with the variation of fymptoms, at the 
different periods of each flage. ‘To con- 
fider this matter in a general way only, if 
a queftion be made whether mercury, or 
an injection, fhould be ufed in the fecond 
{ftage. It will make a confiderable differ - 
ence whether they be employed at the be- 
ginning, or towards the clofe of this ftage ; 
whether during the fubfidence of the Chor- 
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dee, ot when it be a€tually gone. So with 
refpect to the fr/? ftage, the difference will 
be as great, if not greater. Particular 
injections have been employed before the 
inflammatory fymptoms were fairly formed, 
and they have in fome cafes anticipated, 
and fometimes leffened the violence of fub- 
fequent fymptoms. The very fame means 
of relief would probably have been inad- 
miffible at the latter end of this ftage, 
when the difeafe had gained its height. 

From thefe inftances, therefore, it will 
appear, that a great deal will depend not 
only on knowing the general fymptoms 
which occur in each ftage, but the begin- 
ning, middle, and the end of the two 
{tages are marked by circumftances ex- 
tremely different. 

Agreeable to my plan for the treat- 
ment of this difeafe, an endeavour will 
be made to fhew the utility of a certain 
fet of principles, or practical truths, 
which, when properly combined, may be 
faid to form a method of cure applicable 
to every ftage of the complaint; in which 
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the difcharge is no otherwife altered but by 
the general operation of medicine, and in 
which no injection of a fpecific or aftrin- 
gent fedative kind is ufed. ‘This method, 
taking in all its cireumftances, will cure 
the worft and moft inflammatory cafes ; 
and though it be applicable principally to 
thefe, yet by a judicious felection from it, 
cures may be effected in other cafes, not fo 
ftrongly characterifed with refpect to in- 
flammation and -virulency. It is therefore, 
as a whole, applieable both to inflamma- 
tory and other habits; but the variation 
of habit and circumitances requires judge- 
ment in the {election or arrangement of its 
feveral parts or principles for medical ufe. 
And to this {pecies of knowledge no man, 
not profeffionally educated, can be equal. 

This method is a general one, ftanding 
on the foundation of being in no inftance 
oppofite, or irreconcileable to, the beft 
eftablithed theory of the difeafe. In the 
combination of Gonorrhcea with Chancre,. 
chancrous excoriation, or venereal Bubo,. 
it is as fafe and unexceptionable as in the 

fimple 
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fimple Gonorrhcea.—And as, by due at= 
tention to the principles of this method, 
the late and. greateft infortunia of the 
difeafe may be obviated; fo is it, the me- 
thod to which, in the laft refort, applica- 
tion muft be made in the moft early; 
whether thefe infortunia arife, during the 
natural progrefs of the difeafe, from the 
effect of habit, irregularities, or any other 
caufles 3 

_Secondly—I fhall endeavour to note the’ 
circumftances in which the difeafe may be 
cured. by mercury alone, without in- 
jection. e 
Thirdly—I fhall confider injections of 
various kinds, as .a means of relief, and 
what I have hitherto obferved concerning 
their properties, the cafes in which they 
may be employed with advantage, and 
thofe in which I conceive them detri- 
mental. _ | | 

Thefe methods are widely different, and 
yet they will all, under certain circum- 
fiances, cure... The defe&ts,- as well as 
the advantages of each, I will.endeavour 
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to point out and fhew, that the difeafe will 
with moft fuccefs be cured, not by a flavith 
reliance or over-fondnefs for any oue of 
thefe methods, but by a judicious combi- 
nation of the powers of each, properly 
adapted to time and circumftance. 

The firft thing to be attended to after a 
f{uipected connection is cleanlinefs. The 
prepuce fhould be withdrawn, the whole 
of the glans, the parts behind it, and the 
internal furface of the prepuce, fhould be 
well -wafhed with water, and perfectly 
cleanfed. This will be beft accomplithed 
with a fponge ; and the operation fhould 
extend not only to the whole of the penis, 
but to the pubes, teftes, and perineum : 
afterwards, a bath, moderately warm, 
may be employed for the fame purpofe. 
The fame attention I conceive to be necef- 
fary, not only thus early, but throughout 
every ftage of the difeafe,—with this ex- 
ception only, that in the laft ftage, namely, 
that of Gleet, cold may be fubftituted for 
warm ablution. And this advice with 
refpet to cleanlinefs is more particularly 
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neceflary in warm climates, and in hot 
weather. Women who have fufpected 
connections fhould be particularly careful 
in this recommended ablution,. and may, 


by a proper fyringe, wafh themfelves per- 
fectly ; and in men the ablution may be 
made more ufeful, by injecting water mo- 
derately warm into the urethra. 

The fecond article, in our firft method, 
is bleeding. The well-known inconveni- 
ences arifing from inflammation in this dif- 
eafe, thew fufficiently the frequent neceflity 
of employing evacuations inits cure. As in 
every Gonorrhcea there is a mixture of in- 
flammation as well as infection, and as 
the former is probably the more active 
principle of the two, both in prolonging 
the difeafe and increafing the violence of 
the fymptoms ; fo the nature of the eva- 
cuants, and the mode of their application, 
require a confiderable degree of attention. 
The moft fuperficial view of the natural 
hiftory of the difeafe will clearly evince, 
that how trifling foever its firft appearances 
may be, yet in a few days, and fometimes 
in a few hours, a progrefs of inflamma- 
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tion commences, which frequently, in its” 
fubfequent ftages, cannot be checked with- 
out great difficulty. It is therefore of 
moment that thefe means of relief, I mean 
evacuations, be employed as early as pof- 
fible; and if it can be done even before 
the ufual time that the inflammation, heat 
of urine, and Chordde, naturally thew 
themfelves, it will give great efficacy to 
the fubfequent treatment, be that treat- 
ment what it may. Prevention is at all 
times, when it can be effected, defireable ; 
and if, by thefe means, the inflammatory 
fymptoms can be anticipated, or rendered 
milder than they would otherwife be, the . 
difeafe will run through its ftages with- 
out violence, and readily yield to the pro- 
per remedies: the evacuations, therefore, 
fhould be as early as poffible. | 

As foon as it is clear from all circum- 
{tances that the difeafe is a Gonorrhea 
Virulenta, there are very few habits in 
which it will not be neceffary to bleed from 
the arm. The quantity to be taken away, 
and the propriety of repeating it or not, 
| E 2 mutt 
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mutt be difcretional. It may be employed 
in a preventative fenfe, to obviate or lefien 
fymptoms which would naturally take 
place without it, and as a foundation on 
which the fubfequent treatnyent muft be 
built, and fhould be very feldom omitted. 
Its effect 1s immediate ; it is fubject to no 
accidents on the part of the patient, and 
has a very extenfive influence in forward- 

ing the cure. 
If the inflammatory fymptoms fhould 
- be particularly violent, blood may alfo be 
taken away by leeches from the hemor- 
rhoidal ‘veflels; and this may, in fome 
cafes, be fubftituted in place of bleeding 
from the fyftem. ‘The general ftate of the 
patient determines to what extent this 
evacuation fhould be pufhed in moft in- 
flammatory difeafes; and the rule may, 
with fome reftriction, be adopted here. 
When the fyfiem in general is affected, and 
fuch affe@tion is indicated by a febrile 
pulfe, a white tongue, confiderable local 
inflammation and uneafinefs, there can be no 
doubt as to the propriety of bleeding. And 
I have 
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I have the ftrongeft reafon to believe, that 
the fame kind of relief, in fome habits, is 
alfo indicated, when the fy{tem is not ap- 
parently affected, fimply from the evident 
appearance of inflammation on the part, 
and the known inflammatory character of 
the difeafe, For how flight foever the in- 
fiammation may be in its moft early ftate, 
we know from the natural hiftory of the 
difeafe that {uch inflammation mut{t fooner 
or later increafe, and ardor urine with Chor- 
dée fubfequently follow ;—at leaft, this is 
the general progrefs. If, therefore, the 
circulation be lowered before thefe fymp- 
toms have fairly eftablithed themfelves, 
they will prove infinitely milder in their 
courfe. We do not attempt the abfolute 
cure of the difeafe by this kind of remedy,, 
but we may certainly moderate it: and in 
this, as in fome other difeafes, to mode- 
rate is to affift nature in the cure. 
Infection may, and probably does, act as 


the primary caufe; but inflammation is the 
great agent in rendering that infection more 
virulent, the fymptoms lefs manageable, 

3 and 


fr g4e 3 


and the difeafe itfelf more difficult of cure. 
Added to which, under the circumftances 
of a confiderable and increafing inflamma- 
tion, mercury, by whatever principle it 
may aét in Gonorrhea, will probably do 
more injury by its ftimulus, than good PY 
counteracting infection. 

In fome tender weakly conftitutions, aie 
evacuation of a {mall quantity of blood 
from the hemorrhoidal veffels may be 
preferable to bleeding from the arm. But 
if it be remembered that men do not gene- 
rally contraé&t Claps but when they are not 
only in good, but moft frequently in high 
heaith, there can be but few cafes in which 
topical bleeding will claim the preference ; 
and there are ftill fewer, in which fome 
blood may not be taken away, either from 
the fyftem, or locally.—Thefe cafes are 
principally where the conftitution has been 
weakened by other difeafes, either prior or 
fubfequent to the acquired Gonorrhea.— 
I do not mean to deny the fuperior utility 
of topical to. general bleeding, in particu- 
lar inflammations, and in fome lax habits, 

when 
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» when the fyftem in general is not affected. 
But as many will not fubmit to topical 
bleeding in Gonorrhcea, it is generally 
much fafer to take a moderate quantity from 
the arm, than to omit it altogether.— 
On the contrary, when topical bleeding is 
fubmitted to, it may in fome cafes be pow- 
erfully affiftant to bleeding from the arm; 
and in others, it may very properly fuper- 
fede it. If, according to thefe rules, per- 
fons labouring with a true, unequivocal 
Gonorrhcea, (and I do not call every flight 
running without inflammation by that 
name) were treated, in the firft inftance,. 
with one or other of thefe evacuations, as 
the foundation for other remedies, we 
fhould find this one of the eafieft difeafes 
in nature to cure.—Will any man fay that 
the operation of mercury, whether locally 
or generally applied, is more fafe in an in- 
flammatory difeafe, when no evacuation of 
this kind has been ufed, than when it 
has? Will he fay, that the Ba/f. Caparv. 
or other medicines of the ftimulating tere- 
binthinate kind, are as fafeewhere this 
| E 4 evacuation 
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evacuation has not, as when it has been 
ex ploved. Or will Opium, or injections 
of any fort or kind, act with equal fafety 
or certainty, when this evacuation has been 
omitted, as whenit has not? Or can it for 
a moment be fuppofed that a difeafe, every 
fymptom of which marks inflammation in 
the {trongeft manner, can always purfue its 
natural courfe without interruption or’ 
trouble, when thefe powerful aids . are 
wholly withheld? Are there not many 
caufes of irritation, all of which tend to 
keep up inflammation fublifting in the 
urethra during the progrefs of this difeafe ? 
And is it not clear that thefe, in order to 
fucceed in the cure, muft be counteracted 
in the firft inftance ? 

The fecond kind of evacuation neceflary 
in Gonorrhea is purging. With regard to 
the extent to which it may be carried, I 
think it fufficient if the bowels be kept 
moderately open ; and that in our choice of 
purgatives, the lenient, as being more 
cooling, be preferred to the draftic, or 
even to thofe of the hydragogue kind.— 
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The faline purgatives have frequently been. 
employed for this purpofe ; and they would 
be very ufeful, if they did not probably 
increafe the ftimulating power of the urine, 
by adding to its falts. To render this in- 
convenience of lefs confequence, they 
_ fhould, when ufed, be diffolved in a large 
proportion of water, and the drinking plen- 
tifully of diluting liquors fhould be par- 
ticularly infifted on, even to the night after, | 
as well as the day on which they are given; 
and if thin water-gruel, or barley-water, 
cannot be had, plain water will anfwer the 
purpofe, though lefs effectually. As to 
other lenient purgatives, if the bowels are 
eafily moved, there can be no difficulty in 
the choice; but, if otherwife, their ope- 
ration may be quickened by the addition 
of a more powerful evacuant. When the . 
ufe of this clafs of medicines in Gonor- 
rhea is mentioned, I do not mean to lay 
the ftrefs on them which Sydenham, Boer- 
haave, and fome other writers have done, 
but muft infift on it, that they are, toa 
certain degree, neceflary during the inflam- 
matary 
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matory ftates of the difeafe; not only to 
obviate repletion, but to counteract the 
conftipating effects of a remedy of no 
fmall moment in the cure, I mean opium. 
—And when the treatment is not con- 
ducted ftrictly on an antiphlogiftic plan, 
or when bleeding and other means of low- 
ering the fubfifting inflammation have been 
entirely omitted, this kind of evacuation 
becomes the more neceflary. For there is 
avery material difference, whether it be 
employed in aid to the general plan now 
recommended, or whether it be fo far de- 

pended upon as to be the on/y evacuant. 
On the article of dilution very great 
ftrefs has been laid, and, I think, juftly. 
It has been adopted not only as a mode 
to dilute the falts of the urine, thereby 
rendering it lefs ftimulating, and not fo 
apt to caufe that kind of fenfation in its 
paflage along the tender and denuded {fur- 
face ot the urethra, called heat of urine, 
but dilution has been faid to anfwer the 
purpofe of an injection, and that not only 
partially, but generally, throughout the 
whole 
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whole peflage of the urethra. Its utility as 
a mode of relief in this difeafe, is certainly 
well founded; but it is only one of the 
means, and fhould not be depended upon 
alone :—generally fpeaking, it cannot act 
fairly without other helps. For inftance, 
in full, young, plethoric habits, with great 
inflammation, it would avail but little, 
without the foregoing evacuations and 
other parts of our general plan. And the 
fame may be faid of demulcents when 
mixed with diluents: they will all of them 
fhew fome degree of power in alleviating — 
the painful fymptoms of Gonorrhcea, even 
when ufed alone, in habits rather irritable 
than inflammatory ; but they are moft ufe- 
ful as afliftants to the more powerful means 
of relief :—and all I need add, is, that 
they appear to be neceffary parts of the 
general treatment. 

‘Under the head of Relaxants, may fs 
comprehended two kinds of remedies—the 
one internal, the other external. 

The internal relaxants confift of anti- . 
monials, whether ufed in the form of 
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emetics, or in fmaller dofes, fo as to a&t 
more conftantly on the fkin. The former 
method has not had (as far as I know) 
‘any place in Gonorrhea. But, perhaps, 
if a powerful revulfion fhould at any time 
become neceilary, Tart. Ewvctic. or Pulv. 
AAntimon. might be given with advantage, 
fo as to prove emetic. But they feem to 
be more generally indicated in {mall dofes, 
and during the height of the inflammatory 
fymptoms, when called in to affilt other 
means of relief. 

The great utility of the warm bath in 
Gonorrheea, is not to be imagined by thofe 
who have not fully and fairly pradtifed it. 
—{f bleeding,—if purgatives,—if dilu- 
tion,-—if internal relaxants are ever necef- 
fary to quel! the more refractory fymptoms 
of this difeafe, the warm bath muft be 
more fo. For all the former aé& on the 
habit, and by that general action tend. to 
relieve the part affected; but this is a re- 
medy which immediately and directly pro- 
cures cafe, leflening inflammation as well 
as irritation at the fame time, much more 
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by a local than by its general ation, and 
that without deranging, in the fmalleft 
degree, the natural progrefs of the difeafe. 
Befides, it greatly forwards the cure, by 
relaxing the parts, and promoting or re- 
preducing the difcharge. 

It may, frequently, be employed with- 
out a previous antiphlogiftic regimen ; 
but in all cafes in which the fymptoms 
are likely to run high, or in which they 
are troublefome, that kind of regimen 
fhould precede it. Having experienced, 
in numberlefs inftances, its power of alle- 
viating the fymptoms with great celerity 
and certainty, I can venture to recom- 
mend it with- confidence: and. in many 
other cafes, when the above regimen may 
not be fo proper, from a tendency to weak- 
nefs, or neceflary, from but a flight difpofi- . 
tion to inflammation, or other circum- 
ftances, it will be of fingular fervice.— 
Under this divifion may be comprehended 
the partial application of warm water, 
whether locally in the form'of fomenta~ 
tion, by means of bladders: filled with 
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the fluid and applied to the perineum, of 
by immerfing the part in the fame fluid. 
Thefe means are of lefs efficacy than the 
warm bath: they may, however, be had 
recourfe to, when that cannut be ob- 

tained. | 
Of equal power with the foregoing is 
Opium. It may be given with the fame 
precautions ;*,.and from the combinatien 
of this medicine with the warm bath, the 
good effects are often beyond credibility. 
There are fome conftitutions in which it 
does not agree perfectly; but with the pre- 
cautions of .a previous antiphlogiftic treat- 
ment, with open bowels, even in thefe 
habits, it may. be given with the utmoft 
fafety. It may be employed two ways; 
either by the mouth, or with oil and warm 
water, in the form of enema. The firft 
being the moft agreeable and convenient, 
may be generally ufed; but the latter when 
fubmitted to is infinitely the moft power- 
ful, not only as a relaxant, but as an ap- 
peafer of irritation. And it has this fur- 
ther advantage, of being applied toa furface 
in 
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in clofe connection with the bladder and 

difeafed urethra,—namely, the rectum. 
The foregoing means of relief are appli- 
cable to the difeafe till the Chordée is 
anticipated, greatly diminifhed, or gone ; 
and their known medical properties appear 
well adapted to the moft inflammatory 
{tages and {tates of Gonorrhcea: and hav- 
ing ventured to fay fo much, I leave the 
more particular application of them to the 
difcretion of thofe whofe province it is to 
treat the difeafe. If my idea be juft,—if 
in Gonorrheea Virulenta there is a combi- 
“nation of two powers, namely, infection 
and inflammation,—and if the latter gives 
energy to the former, the proper manage- 
ment of the inflammatory fymptoms mutt 
form a very important confideration in the 
cure. It is only neceflary to repeat, that 
they fhould be fuppreffed early: and if the 
practitioner will take, as his principal 
guides, the habit, the ftate of the part, 
the time of the difeafe, and the feafon of 
the year, the means above mentioned will, 
I tryft, be fully fufficient to anfwer the 
principal 
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principal indications of cure. According 
to the exifting circumftances, he may make 
choice of two or more parts of the treat- 
ment, he may combine them, upon a large 
and more extenfive {cale ; and in the fhort 
period of a few days (if the exigencies of 
the cafe fhould require it) he may take in 
its feveral parts. But whether he takes in 
the whole or a part, all violent exercife 
fhould be. avoided, lewd ideas fhould be 
banifhed from the mind, and the impor- 
tance of quictude inculcated, under a cool- 
ing and well regulated diet. 

There is nothing in the above plan that 
can have a tendency to ftop the difcharge in 
Gonorrheea, prematurely; on the contrary, 
¢his continues in a more mild ftate than it 
was before, tending ftill more to keep down 
the future rife of inflammatory fymptoms : 
and, in fhort, when under fuch treatment 
the Chordeée is fairly gone, the reproduc- 
tion of the fymptoms is net an eafy matter, 
nor perhaps poffible ;—fo powerfully will 
the natural means of cure operate, after the 
above treatment, in checking their rife. ~ 

Having 
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Having confidered the practice above 
fpecified as applicable during the firft and 
moft inflammatory ftage of the difeafe, 
when the fymptoms are increafing in vio- 
lence progreflively, till the Chordée is 
diminifhed, or nearly gone,—the ftate of 
the urethra thenceforwards leads to other 
indications. If mercury be ufed either 
externally or internally, this feems to me 
the proper period for its exhibition. It 
may be fairly prefumed, that it may be 
employed with more fafety and effect un- 
der a decreafing, than under an increafing 
inflammation ; with more propriety after 
relaxation has weakened the veffels of the 
part, than when the action of thofe veflels 
is hourly getting more violent. In the one 
f{tate, the ftimulus of the medicine would 
be adding fuel to the fire;—doing more 
hurt by the irritation it would produce, 
than good as an antivenereal, ameliorant, 
or by whatever other principle it may be 
faid to operate, acting with and augment- 
ing the moft painful fymptoms of the dif- 
eale. In the other ftate, its application 
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will commence not only after thofe fymp- 
toms have been fairly lowered, but after a 
certain degree of relaxation has taken place, 
under the kindly influence of the natural 
means of cure; I mean, the increafed 
fecretion from the urethra.—So that in the 
one cafe there is inflammation operating 
againft our endeavours to relieve by mer- 
cury ;—but in the other, relaxation, dimi- 
nifhed action, and a leflening irritability of 
the part, greatly operating in our favour, 
and counteracting the ftimulus of the me- 
dicine. 
- When the inflammatory fymptoms are 
confiderably diminifhed by art or nature, 
and the difeafe has reached what I have 
called the fecond ftage, mercury may, I 
conceive, even in the moft inflammatory 
habits, be employed with advantage. The 
urethra is at this period in a ftate of irri- 
tation, rather than inflammation ; — the 
difcharge is lefs acrimonious, but ftill re- 
quiring the help of medicine to make it 
more bland and more concoéted. When 
this’ {tate of the difeafe is neglected, and 
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irritation is long kept up on the part, like 
a common fore of the fkin, it will dege- 
- nerate into a crude, ill-conditioned kind of 
excoriation, that may be followed by actual 
ulceration, tedious gleet, and the healing 
or contraction of the ulceration by ftric- 
ture. Whoever reflects on the very deli- 
cate firucture of the urethra, how eafily its 
cells may be injured by long continued 
inflammation or irritation, will fee that thefe 
confequences are neither impoffible nor 
improbable. Early attention to the means 
of relief already mentioned, and adherence 
to fome further obfervations I fhall now 
make, will obviate thefe Sicina confe- 
quences. 

The inflammatory Seapine of thefirft 
ftage having fubfided, and the Chordée 
diminifhed or gone, mercury may be im- 
mediately exhibited. It may be rubbed in, 
either to the perinzum, glans, or thighs; 
or it maybe taken internally. And whe- 
ther it acts by an antivenereal power, or as 
a promoter of a good and well digefted 
fecretion, the fact is, that at this period it 
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tends to fhorten the difeafe. The fmall- 
nefs of the quantity neceflary to produce 
this effect, inclines me to believe, that it 
acts rather as one of the pus moventia, than 
by its antivenereal power.—lIt is very well 
known, that two or three grains of Calomef 
given every night, for a few nights only, 
will frequently correct the difcharge of ex- 
ternal fores, and make thofe fores inclined 
to heal; and mercury feems to have the 
fame effect on the mucus of the urethra, 
that it has on pus. It is of no great con- 
fequence in Gonorrhcea, whether it acts 
thus, as an ameliorant or antivenereal.— 
We may be contented to know, that it re- 
lieves, without diving deeper. But it 
would be of great confequence to eftablifh 
the fact, for the purpofe of applying 

mercury to fome other mucous furfaces. 
There is another obfervation or two to 
be made on the fubject of mercury in thefe 
inflammatory-habits. The more perfectly 
and quickly the painful fymptoms are miti- 
gated or removed, by a previous, cooling, 
antiphlogiftic treatment, the fooner maf 
this 
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this medicine be entered upon, and the 
fhorter will the time of cure be. It may 
at fitft be ufed in a full dofe; that dofe 
may be repeated at proper intervals, but it 
is not neceflary to affect the mouth.. And 
though I have mentioned the firft part of 
the fecond ftage as the moft favourable for 
its action, yet when the above plan has 
produced a certain freedom from the more 
painful fymptoms, the regular progrefs of 
the difeafe being fhortened, its application 
may frequently commence at a more early 
date. The intervals between the friCtions 
may be long or fhort, according to the _ 
predifpofition to a ptyolifm; but the quan- 
tity ufed at each friction fhould be a full 
one. . | 
But to return.—Even in this ftate of 
the urethra, a cooling regimen, with qui- 
etude, is neceflary, although by no means 
to the fame extent as in the preceding ftage. 
There fhould be an interval of a day or 
two between the frictions, to prevent an 
unexpected affection of the mouth, and 
mercurials internally may be given in {mall 
ae dofes ; 
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dofes ; and during their continuance, the 
warm bath may occafionally be ufed, both 
— to keep off local irritation, and to obviate 

the danger of a ptyalifm.—The bowels 
muft be kept from coftivenefs, and Opzune 
ftill continued. With refpect to the 
exhibition of the latter, it may be employed 
either internally or externally, either by 
the mouth or rectum, but at night only. 
‘The urethra being now in a ftate rather of 
irritation than inflammation, that irritation 
fhould not be increafed by intemperance, ex~ 
ercife, &c. How far it may be right to per- 
fift in a plan approaching to an antiphlo~ 
giftic one, or to deviate from it, mutt be left - 
to the practitioner. There is nolaying down> 
-a general rule, applicable to all cafes; he 


_ muft be guided by circumftances, and a& 
accordingly. I muft only remark, that 
when the previous treatment, defcribed for 
the firft ftage, has been wholly, or almoft 
wholly, negleéted, and he is called to direct 
in the firft ftate of the fecond ftage, he may 
there, with great propriety, apply an anti-’ 
phlogiftic treatment more liberally, and 

before 
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before he attempts to ufe mercury. ‘The 
intention here alfo is, by a cooling method 
of treatment, to bring the patient from an 
irritable and overheated, to a quiet and 
more fecure ftate. 

if under the above treatment the ficton 
toms are daily declining, and the Chordée 
going, the irritability of the membrane (if 
the habit and other circumftances do not 
contra indicate) may be ftill more dimi- 
nifhed by the Bark. It may be given 
in full dofes, in quantity from half an 
ounce to an ounce, in the twenty-four 
hours. Should there be any circum- 
ftances unfavourable to its action, the 
former means may be continued alone, till 
the Chordee, ardor urine, and every other 
{ymptom denoting irritation, ceafe. 

In addition to the general plan above 
fpecified, there are two clafles of remedies 
yet to mention. The one of which has 
been often, the other feldom, if ever, em- 
ployed in Gonorrhea. Although, like 
other parts of the plan, they may be made 
to co-operate toward a cure, yet they are 
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in nature diftin& from each other, and 
widely different.—By the one I allude to 
the various means we have of raifing an 
artificial inflammation and drain, in the 
neighbourhood of the parts affected with 
irritation and inflammation ; by the other, 
to the internal ufe of the natural balfams. 

~ With refpec&t to the firft.—The well- 
known facts that the accidental appearance 
of a hernia humoralis, or the confiderable 
enlargement of a lymphatic gland, check- 
ing the progrefs of the Gonorrheea, and 
taking off the inflammation of the urethra 
in fome cafes, and the evident tendency 
thefe circumftances have towards curing 
the gonorrhceal affection, fhew fufficiently 
the utility of the practice I am about to 
propofe, and are hints which, though de- 
rived from accident or mifmanagement, 
may lead to further improvement. If more 
powerful reafons be wanting, fuch may be 
drawn from the general and uniform prac- 
tice_of phyfic, which has been long in 
pofieffion of a very good and fafe way of 
taking off irritation and inflammation from 
; | an 
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an internal part, by inflaming the fkin, and 
producing a drain externally, as by the 
common blifter; a treatment, which in 
many inflammations ftands upon the moft 
folid foundation, not only having place 
when fome of the foregoing remedies have. 
preceded, but having this fingular advan- 
tage of being applicable, and every way 
competent to a cure, when thefe means, 
from weaknefs, are inadmiffible, Perhaps 
the nature of Gonorrhcea may be fuch, 
that Cantharides cannot be generally applied 
during the increafe of the inflammatory 
fymptoms, although I believe, in fome 
habits, it may; yet when the tendency ta 
Chordée is over, and reft, with a fuitable 
regimen has been enjoyed, there does not 
appear to me any valid ebjection to its ufe, 
Jt is not only more fafe, but more effectual 
when ufed externally in form of a blifter, 
perineo, than when given internally, in 
the way recommended for Gleets, by the 
late Dr. Mead. It is perhaps even fafer 
than the free and unqualified exhibition of 
Balf. Capaiv, 
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The means above defcribed have gene= 
rally anfwered my purpofe fully, without 
having recourfe to the raifing of an arti- 
ficial inflammation; but I am convinced, 
that there are many circumftances of the 
difeafe, in which, if fubmitted to, it would 
be of fingular utility, by taking off that 
ftrong difpofition to local irritation in cer- 
tain parts of the urethra, which keeps up 
the difcharge, and prevents the membrane 
from re-acquiring its natural healthy tone. 
—The other powerful means of diverting 
irritation from the furface of the urethra, 
namely, by iffues and feton, are lefs ex- 
ceptionable than bliftering, not having the 
fmalleft tendency to ftimulate the neck of 
the bladder. And either of them may be 
applied, with great propriety, in fome ob- 
ftinate cafes, where there is a difpofition to 
diteafe, more particularly if in the mem- 
branous part of the urethra, or neck of 
the bladder; and they will act powerfully 
jn obviating a difeafed proftate, by taking 
off, or rather affifting to take off, the pre~ 
vious inflammatory fymptoms, where there 
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is an affection of the proftate from irrita- 
tion or inflammation, without difeafed or- 
ganization. 

Of much lefs power, but of fome ufe 
in Gonorrheea, is the external ufe of Vo/. 
Alcah, Camphor, Sp. Vint Reétif, and the 
acetous acid.—When the difeafe has been 
treated from the beginning with the pre- 
cautions above defcribed, it has hardly 
ever happened to me, that there has been 
a neceflity for having recourfe to the na- 
tural balfams. I am, notwithftanding, 
fully convinced, that they may be very in- 
ftrumental in the cure. This clafs of 
_ medicines confifts principally of Bal. 
Capaiv. Opobalfam Terebinth, Ven. ¢ Chio, 
Colophrony, Mafiic, and G. Guatacum.— 
They have all of them a very confiderable 
degree of power, not only in this difeafe, but 
in fecretions or difcharges from the mucous 
membrané of the kidneys, ureters, and 
bladder, of which, were it-neceflary, many 
proofs might be produced: but in Gonor- 
rhea I would confine their application to 
the middle and laft period of its fecond 
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ftage. And they fhould not, [ think, be 
generally employed in a full habit, or in 
large dofes, without previous evacuation by 
bleeding, whether they be given to fupprefs 
a Gleet, or at a more. early period of the 
difeafe. Their general mode of action will 
not only warrant this doctrine, but points 
out, alfo, the neceffity of dilution, de- 
mulcents, the warm bath, and opium. 
They are certainly ftimulants, in a very 
extenfive fenfe of the word. Whoever 
has given Bal/. Capazv. in full dofes, mutt 
have found that, among other effects, it 
heated the {kin and fyftem univerfally, and 
in a few cafes, when improperly exhibited, 
it has ftimulated the kidneys to fuch a 
degree as to produce bloody urine, ftran~ 
gury, &c. 

The above-mentioned obfervations are 
more particularly neceflary in the ufe of 
this medicine; but they are not the only: 
precautions... It fhould not be given 
largely, fo'as to-ftop the difcharge haftily; 
and when given-even in moderate dofes, it 
fhould be enveloped in mucilage ; and thus 

managed, 


bes 


managed, the combination will frequently 
leffen and ameliorate the difcharge in a 
gradual way, without ftopping it at once, 
and without heating the fyftem or kidneys 
too much.——There is one part of the 
action of. thefe medicines which 1] believe 
is in a greater or lefs degree common to 
them all; -but it was from the Balf 
Capaiv. alone that the fact was taken. I 
have known it repeatedly given, in the 
moft unqualified way, without previous 
bleeding, without regimen, without dilu- 
tion, without mucilage, in its crude form 
of balfam, dropped into water; and it 
has, in the {pace of a few hours, taken off 
the great ardor urine in the firft ftage of a 
Gonorrhea, the difcharge having been 
thereby partially or totally checked. And 
it feemed to have the power of taking off 
the local irritation in the urethra, princi- 
pally by raifing a general irritation on the 
{kin and other parts of the fyftem. We 
know, that a topical inflammation will 
fometimes be the crifis and cure of a fever, 

but 


m.. % 


ae 
but the reverfe of that propofition feems to 
take place from the action of this medi- 
cine in Gonorrhcea. For the progrefs of 
the local fymptoms is immediately altered, 
they take a different courfe, and the difeafe 
feems as if cured, by this new, diffufed, 
commotion. If it be faid that it has alfo 
an operation on the mucous membrane of 
the kidneys, ureters, bladder, and urethra, 


“y acknowledge it has ; but the above effects _ 


it has alfo produced, when the more par- 
tial action of the medicine on thefe fur- 
faces could not be diftinguifthed. So far 
from controverting, however, its parti- 
cular influence on thefe parts, I am fatif- 
fied, that long experience has eftablithed 
the efficacy of terebinthinated clyfters, be- 
fore the milder remedies of Opium, warm 
water and oil, were attended to. And that 
they have relieved in fome calculous ob- 
ftructions of the ureters and kidneys, when 
affifted by other means, I believe there 
cannot be the {malleft doubt,—and that, 
though the difcharge of mucus was con 

fiderable : 
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fiderable: therefore, I make no hefitation 
in faying, the Bal/fam Caparv. poflefies a 

fimilar property, but in a fuperior degree. 
Upon the whole, what may be faid on 
the fubject of thefe medicines in Gonor- 
rhea, is this:—They are endued with 
different degrees of power. The Bal. 
Capaiv. and Opobalfamum, are the beft of 
the tribe, and in this difeafe the moft effi- 
cacious. But they are medicines which 
fhould not be ufed during the early progrefs 
or increafe of the inflammatory fymptoms, 
nor till the Chordée has been fairly or 
almoft entirely removed by other means, 
left the difcharge fhould be fuddenly 
checked, and phlegmonous inflammation 
induced. In the application of thefe me- 
dicines, a great deal muft. depend . on 
what has been the previous treatment. 
Under the plan now delineated, they may 
be frequently given with perfect fafety and 
effect, even in a full dofe, in the middle 
period of the laft ftage. But the fafeft 
way 1s.to employ them in moderate dofes, 
with a view to ameliorate and leffen the 
ecretion 
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fecretion by degrees, without taking it away 
at once. I am convinced, they have a 
ftrong tendency to heal that kind of late 
excoriation to which the urethra is fubje& 
in Gonorrhea. Pifo, in his natural 
hiftory of the Weft-Indies,* defcribes the 
tree producing the Balfam Capaivi, and his 
method of ufing the balfam.—He gave it 
internally with fugar, or oil, and injected 
it alfo into the urethra. —Of this laft prac- 
tice I have had no experience. 


The plan of cure contained in the fore- 
going pages is fo far regular, that it depends 
upon no equivocal or uncertain theory. It 
is founded, firft, in the knowledge of the 
natural hiftory of the difeafe; fecondly, 
in the known effects of certain medicines ; 
and laftly, the application of thefe effects, 
—according to the date of the difeafe and 
exifting circumiftances of cafes. As a 
whole it is principally applicable to perfons. 
of an inflammatory diathefis, who fuffer 


* Gulielmi Pifonis, de Indiz utriufque re naturali et 
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not only in prefent, but in future, from 
the violence with which the difeafe very 
frequently proceeds during its moft painful 
ftage. There are cafes fo difficult to con- 
quer, that they require a judicious combi- 
nation of all the moft effential parts of 
this plan; there are others, in which the. 
practice fhould be modified, and followed 
with lefs feverity of difcipline. If the 
plan will relieve in the worft and moft 
rebellious, the proper treatment of the 
milder and more manageable cafes of the 
difeafe will eafily be found; and no gieat 
degree of medical erudition is neceflary to 
enable the ftudent to make a proper dif- 
crimination. | 

In the firft volume of this work it was 
faid, that chancrous and gonorrheal in-. 
fe&tion were fometimes united in the fame 
perfon, from one and the fame conne¢tion. 
Experience every day fhews, that this 
double kind of infection does actually take 
place. In all fuch cafes, as we employ no 
lucal means to fmother chancrous ulcera- 
ration, or check the fecretion, the true 
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nature of the mixed malady muft be foor 
afcertained ; and if Chancre be combined 
with Gonorrhea, it will fhew itfelf, pro- 
bably, within the time fpecified for the 
introduction of mercury in Gonorrhea.— 
It may therefore be fairly faid, that this is 
a fafer way of treating the difeafe, than 
by any other means whatever, merely local. 
In this mode of cure, there cannot only 
be no improper fuppreffion of gonor- 
rheal, but, what is infinitely of more 
confequence, no fmothering of chancrous 
infection. And if Chanere, or chancrous- 
excoriation, fhould appear during the pro~ 
grefs of the Gonorrhea, the free ufe of 
mercury muit be the remedy, both for 
alleviating the prefent, and obviating future 
confequences. 

How ufeful. foever the above general 
method, either when partially or wholly 
followed, may be, I confefs it is open to 
fome objections. It is incompatible with 
life of pleafure and diffipation. A man 
with a fever or pleurify, I have faid before, 
may be prevailed upon to confine. himfelf,. 
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to keep quiet, and fubmit to proper treat- 
ment,—not from choice, but neceflity, 
becaufe incapable of much motion or ex- 
ertion. But as there are no fuch impedi- 
ments. in Gonorrhcea, the above plan, 
how ftrongly foever it may be indicated, 
may not perhaps find, among the majority 
of the difeafed, a ready acquiefcence. It 
requires, in its profecution, more {fteadi- 
nefs and reftraint than they will readily 
{ubmit to; it may, therefore, very poffibly 
be neglected, although the propriety and 
utility of the thing is as clear and den.on- 
{trable, when the urethra is highly inflamed, 
as in any other inflammatory difeafe what- 
ever. For this membrane, and all the 
parts connected with it, though certainly 
not fo important in the animal ceconomy 
as the lungs or pleura, are wonderfully 
delicate in ftructure, and being naturally 
fo framed, are liable to great injury from 

inflammation. | 
All thofe perfons who confider the dif- 
charge not as a fymptom, but as the cir- 
G 2 cumftance 
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-cumftance conftituting the difeafe, will 
have another objection. They will not be 
eafy till that difcharge has ceafed; and 
the fooner this happens, the fooner it is 
-fuppofed they fhall be cured. I wifh ft 
could fay that fuch was the general fact. 
The above method is not to be compared, 
in point of {peedy effect, with fome other 
modes of treatment to be hereafter men- 
tioned, in which local means of cure are 
employed; becaufe, from the very nature 
of the above method, its operation,— 
though fure, is fomewhat flow. A man 
who ufes an injection over night, may, 
if he pleafes, ftop the difcharge by the 
next morning; but no fuch fudden effeét. 
can be expected from this general treatment. 
T fhall, hereafter, enter at large into the me= 
dical properties of fome kinds of injection ; 
and if the fact fhould turn out that the 
majority of them, rather fupprefs the 
fymptoms, than cure the difeafe, though 
fauch fuppreffion does not lead to confe- 
quences truly venereal, they -are by no 
means 
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misans fafe, more efpecially as they fome- 
times tend to produce hernia humoralis, - 
ftrangury, inflammation in perinzo, &c. 

The above method is certainly not liable 
to any of the accidents attending the fup- 
preffion of the gonorrhceal difcharge, by 
means fimply local. And it is worthy of 
due confideration in other refpects. For 
it is principally by adopting the princi- 
ples laid down in this method, that local 
means can be rendered fafe and effectual in 
the firft inftance, And it is to the fame 
principles, and to the above treatment 
alone, that we mut have recourfe, when 
injections have irritated too much, when 
they fupprefs the difcharge too fuddenly or 
violently, and when inflammatory affections 
follow fuch fuppreflion:—a proof fuffi- 
ciently {trong of its extenfive utility! If 
it be the only refource to which we can 
fafely, in cafe of misfortune from injec- 
tions, apply ; and if the profecution of it 
is not open to the fame inconveniences,—fo 
ds it in many cafes, probably, the moft 
| Gy: -fecure 
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fecure method of treatment, when fol- 
lowed from the beginning. 

In confirmation of the above doétrine, 
is it not a matter generally known and ac- 
knowledged, that fome of the means of 
‘cure lately mentioned for Gonorrhea, will 
in all catarrhous affections with high in- 
flammation, cure without any injection ? 
If we except the circumftance that mer+ 
eury is neceffary in Gonorrheea, and not in 
thefe difeafes, the great outline of practice 
muft, in many refpects, ‘be the fame, far 
the cafes are parallel. 

When fo much ‘is faid in favour of the 
‘method, or of particular parts of it, the 
reader will be pleafed to remember, that it 
is applicable, asa whole, to the unequi- 
‘yocal Gonorrhea Virulenta only, ina young 
or plethoric habit, with all the peculiar 
circumftances of genuine inflammation. 
By the term unequivocal, I do not mean 
every difcharge from coition arifing upon 
former injuries in ‘urethre unfound, or 
from accidents not venereal; but I mean a 

difeafe 


Pde 
difeafe fully marked, in which, from ap» 


pearances and fymptoms, no doubt can be 
entertained of its true character. Many 
Gonorrhee, which are fuppofed to be 
venereal, are not fo, and the difcrimina- 
tion, more particularly at an early period, 
js fometimes a very nice exercife of the 
judgement. 

To corroborate what has been shed 
enforced, I hope not with too much pro- 
lixity, I fhall endeavour, in this place, to 
illuftrate and ftrengthen the doGtrine already 
laid down, ftill further, by explaining 
briefly the treatment of the more common 
early accidents of the difeafe. 

Firft, Hernia bumoralis.* 

The two firft things to be attended to 
in this affection are, an accurate fufpenfion 
of the teftes and fcrotum, by a proper 
bag trufs, with an horizontal pofture, 
Thefe are fo important, as in flight inflamy- 
mations fometimes to effect a cure, almoft 
without medicine; and‘are, on no account 


* Vide Vol. I. p. 214. 
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ever to be difpenfed with. To thefe 
may be added cooling applications to the 
-{crotum, Cerat. Saturn.—q. Vegeto Mi- 
nerale,— Acetum, ufed cold in form of ca- 
taplafm, or applied through the medium 
of linen, &c. It is common to employ 
warm cataplafms, with fomentation, in 
many of thefe cafes; but in the worft and 
moft painful hernie humorales, the ce- 
tum, applied as above, with a little fine 
oatmeal or farina lini, and {weet oil, has 
anfwered my purpofe better than any other 
application. Befides thefe local means of 
relief, bleeding, laxatives, a ftrict regi~ 
men as to diet, and-the warm bath to 
relax the urethra and neighbouring parts, 
and thereby aflift in reproducing the dif- 
charge, which has been either fuppreffed 
or checked, will, during the inflamma- 
tory ftate of the complaint be frequently 
neceffary. . The pain being gone, the in- 
flammation confiderably leflened, and dif- 
charge returning, mercury may be joined to 
.the other means ; and on that I have gene- 
rally afterwards depended for the further 
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reduction of the tumified parts, and cefla- 
tion of the difcharge: which difcharge 
fhould, on no account whatever, in my 
opinion, be ftopped by the ufe of injec~ 
tions, Balf: Capazv. or the cold bath.— 
Tepid fea-bathing is much more fafe and 


effectual.———In fome cafes I have known 
cataplafms and fomentations, in which 
Hemlock was the bafis, of fingular fervice, 
after the remoyal of the inflammation, 
both when-ufed alone, and when combined 
with flight mercurial frictions, to the part 
or its neighbourhood.——If the hernia 
humoralis originates in an affection of that 
part of the urethra where the vafa defe- 
rentia open into jt, or in any cafe where 
the difcharge continues obftinate, or in 
{mall quantity, without the proper dimi- 
nution of the teftis or epedydimis, a vefi. 
catory perinezo may become neceflary,—- 
After this affetion, the tumified parts 
feldom return to a ftate perfectly natural. 
The fecond accident to be mentioned is 
tendernefs and enlargement of the lym- 
_ phatic glands, proceeding not from ab- 
| . forbtion 
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forbtion of venereal matter, but from the 
extended irritation and inflammation. | 

The third, extenfion of the inflamma- 
tion from the orifice of the urethra to the 
neck of the bladder, with a copious viru~ 
lent difcharge. | 

{he fourth, inflammation, extending as 
ain the laft cafe, but with a diminithed or | 
fupprefled difcharge. 

The fifth, inflammation in the pofterior 
part of the urethra and neck of the blad- 
‘der, from metaftafis, difcharge alfo fup- 
pretied, or confiderably leflened. 

The fixth, inflammation ‘in perinzo ; 
and, | | 

The feventh accident, inflamed proftate 
‘gland. | 

In-each of the above cafes, mutatis 
mutandis, the appropriated remedies are the 
fame—antiphlogiftics, leeches to the ha- 
morrhoidal veflels, dilution, difcutients, 
warm bath, Opzum during the inflamma- 
tory ftate; and when that has been fuffi- 
ciently diminithed, to render the ufe of 
mercury admiflible, this {pecific may be 
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employed ‘either internally, externally; or 
both ways; but more particularly in the 
daft cafe,—that of inflamed proftate, it. 
fhould be ufed freely, if not’ as antivene- 
real, at leaft as a powerful deobftruent. 

If the mercury be urged even to a flight 
affection of the mouth, in all thefe cafes 
it.can do no harm, and may do much 
good. 

The difcharge, be it more or cfs, during 
the whole progrefs of the difeafe, may 
here alfo be left to nature, and the gencral 
effects of the means of cure. 

When after the ufe of mercury the cure | 
does not proceed in a favourable manner, 
the epifpaftic perinzo may have the happieft 
effect, not only in fhortening the difeafe, 
but in preventing other confequences, as 
tedious Gleet, Stricture, &c.—and the 
excoriation may be kept up for ig 
days.* 

* For a more particular account of the various means 
of relief applicable to thefe cafes, fee our general 


method. 
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tn the five laft defcribed cafes, we have 
frequently not only a very painful dyfury, 
but a difficulty of making water, almott 
* amounting to a fuppreffion, or, what is 
perhaps a more expreflive word, a reten- 
tion of urine; and the tranfition from this 
to an actual retention, is extremely eafy, 
and may be readily produced by irregu- 
larity or mif{management, more particularly 
where, at a former period, there have been 
ftriGtures, or affeGtions of the neck of the 
bladder ; and in no cafe whatever are eva~ 
cuations more ftrongly indicated, as § 
foundation for the cooling, relaxing, ano- 
dyne treatment, which is to follow, than 
this.—In no cafe is it more neceflary to 
eonbine the different parts of the anti- 
phlogiftic treatment {peedily and judicioufly 
with that relaxation which is producible 
by opium and warm water; nor in any 
are there ftronger reafons for the moft early 
application of the proper means of relief, 
to obviate the alarming confequences of a 
tenfe, inflamed bladder.—Thefe precau~ 
7 - tions 
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tions ate more particularly worthy atten- 
tion, from this further confideration—that 
when a fuppreffion or retention happens in 
any of the above fituations, it is not 
fimply a fuppreffion or retention. to be 
prefently and fafely removed, as in fome 
old men given to drinking, by the imme- 
diate or frequent introduction of a bougie 
or catheter, but it is a retention wherein 
the bladder fuffers not only from diftention, 
but from irritation and inflammation hav-~ 
ing extended themfelves toit; which re- 
tention is literally the confequence of a 
previous and ftill fubfifting difeafe in the 
urethra, rendered throughout extremely 
tender and painful, and likely but il to 
bear, the introduction either, of bougie or 
catheter. When retention takes place 
here, we have two diftinct caufes of mif- 
chief—-the original difeafe, namely, the 
Gonorrhea, which is ftill going on, and 
a fecondary one, arifing from diftention, 


contraction, and inflammation of the blad- 


der itfelf. Such being the ftate of the 


cafe, it is evident that the proper means of 


preventing 


o 
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preventing this alarming fymptom .can 
only. be obtained by combining the above 
remedies, employing them fufficiently foon, 
i vcncenteric g their effects ; to counteract 
the rapidity of the difeafe and fymptoms, 
within as fhort a fpace of time as pof+ 
fible. 
There is a point of time when the fecon- 


dary affection (the diftended bladder) may 


become the object of moft attention, and 
fequire the cautious introduction of a 
hollow bougie, a flexible or common 
catheter. But when this is abfolutely 
neceffary it muft be obvious, that the above 
previous treatment, although in particular 
inftances it may fail in preventing the 
retention, yet is it the only means in our 
power of rendering the paflage of a bougie 
or catheter tolerably fafe. And it is 
equally clear, that our general remedies, 
before recited muft be the beft theet- 
anchor: for the operation of a bougie or 
catheter can go only to the fingle circum- 
{tance of unloading the bladder. They 
are not only no remedies for the difeafe, 

7 but 
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but the introduction of them is frequently 
attended with pain, and fometimes with 
difficuity ; andif the attempt to pafs them 
fails, or much force is ufed, they may do 
mifchief, and aggravate all the fymptoms. 
The true.cure of the primary difeafe, and - 
of the retention of urine, which is its 
confequence, may moit frequently be ob- 
tained by the means above mentioned ; 
which, if ufed in time and- with proper 
fteadinefs, Iam confident would render the 
introduGiion of a bougie or catheter free 
quently unneceflary ; and certainly, under 
the above circumftances, they fhould, if 
poflible, be avoided. 
To confider this matter of fuppreffion or 
retention a little more fully, without en- 
larging further on it as a confequence Or 
fecondary fymptom, whether arifing from 
the extention of inflammation, metaftafis, 
fympathy, or confent of parts, I fhall farft 
endeavour to fhew the circumftances of 
fuch retention more particularly, and the 
operation of the general. means of relief 
now recommended, as faras I have hitherto 
a{certained 


Be 


afcertained them. Whenever, in dif- 
eafes affecting the bladder, a ftrong difpo- 
fition to contraction takes place in its 
mufcular fibres, whether there be much 
or but little urine contained in it, pain 
-arifes.—We find the pain and contraction 
great in the ftone, and fome other difeafes, 
although the quantity of urine contained 
be {mall. With this kind of contraction 
we have here nothing to do. But in this 
retention of urine, pain arifes principally 
from over diftention of the bladder, which 
is an organ able to contain naturally a con- 
fiderable but uncertain quantity of urine, 


without the fenfation of pain; but no more: ~ 
and the quantity it is capable of containing 
without pain, depends on the irritability 
of the bladder, and its greater or lefs dif- 
pofition to contract at the time ;—the con-. 
tinuance of the pain and contraction toge- 
ther producing inflammation. Upon thefe 
grounds the action of the remedies above 
mentioned may be accounted for in the 
cafe of a loaded bladder. The difpofition 
to contraction is firft weakened by the 

evacuations, 
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evacuations, it is {till more diminithed by 
the relaxing power of the warm bath, and 
the anodyne, antifpafmodic influence of 
Opium: and the bladder, after fuffering 
more or lefs diftention, is brought into an_ 
atonic ftate. Its mufcular powers no longer 
contract with the ufual force on the con- 
tained fluid, and the fphinéter becomes 
incapable-of ation, when, for a fhort 
time, the urine paffes away flowly by 
drops, without the patient being able to 
prevent it; and thus the bladder is gradu- 
ally unloaded,—eafe and relaxation fucceed- 
ing to pain and contraction. But to pro- 
duce this happy effect, the evacuations, 
warm bath, and opiates, fhould be em- 
braced as a combination of. remedies ; all 
tending to the faine end, and in ufe fo 
quickly made to follow each other, as to 
co-operate. This difeafe being rapid in 
its progrefs, and, if not {peedily removed, 
too often fatal in the event, requires the 
concurrence of all thefe powerful means 
of cure, no one being effectual enough to 
anfwer fingly. 

Vor. Ill. H The 
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The involuntary dribbling of urine, 
which is frequently obfervable when the 
requifite degree of weaknefs and relaxation 
of the mufcular powers of the bladder has 
been produced by medicine, ftrongly in- 
cline me to believe, that in cafes of great 
danger another remedy might be added to 
the above combination ;—I mean, an in- 
fufion of the leaves, or the fumes.-of 
Tobacco, in forma enematis. For. the de- 
eree of relaxation thefe occafion when ex- 
hibited in ftrangulated hernie, is not only 
fudden, that is, produced. within a very 
fhort {pace of time, but extremely great. 

Whenever the tenfion and inflammation 
of the bladder are prefling, and this mif- 
chief becomes the principal. difeafe, and 
firft objet of attention,—and there is not 
fufficient time for the due overation of the 
whole of the above means,—as a lefler evil 
muft always give way to a greater, an at- 
tempt to draw off the urine muft be made. 
But, even here, there will always be a 
fufficient time for bleeding ; and this alone 


“may leffen the contraction, and facilitate . 


the 
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the introduction of a hollow bougie or 
catheter. I fay leffen the contraction, for 
there not only exifts this difpofition in the 
bladder, but in the urethra itfelf. If the 
bufinefs can be done by a hellow elaftic 
bougie, with a piece of whalebone as a 
ftilet, it may poffibly pafs as a common 
bougie, with lefs difficulty and pain to the 
patient, than a flexible or common cathe- 
ter. But if the water cannot be drawn 
off by this means, a catheter muft be 
uled: | 

It may happen, that although the reten- 
tion be relieved by the above general means, 
and the aid of a hollow bougie or catheter, 
yet the bladder not having recovered per- 
fectly its loft tone, cannot do the office of 
difcharging its contents properly, in which 
cafe a portion of fluid fill lodging, though 
perhaps it may not be great, will tend to 
keep up the irritation already fubfifting ; 
and if, under the relaxation produced by | 
the previous treatment, fuch circumftance 
can be rendered lefs diftrefling, by dif. 
charging from time to time even a mode- 
4 rate 
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rate portion of urine, and the introduction 
of the inftrument can be made with eafe, 
_ the practice may be vindicable: but there 
muft be the circumftances of retention and 
imperfect evacuation of the bladder to 
warrant it.——As a general rule it may be 
noted, that a relaxed ftate of the parts is 
always moft favourable for the introduc- 
tion of thefe inftruments; and its con- 
trary, a ftate of contraction and inflam- 
mation, unfavourable. 


Lb ace fs in peringo. 


The prevention of this' affection may 
eafily accomplifhed by the means which 
have already been fully explained; but, 
when thefe have been neglected, a fuppu- 


ration fometimes takes ae ce. Although 
this Pippy avon fhews iefolt externally, 
yet the origin of it is in the urethra itfelf ; 


the common Shenae oe exterior to it, 
fuffering often to a confiderable extent. It 
has been a practice generally adopted, and 
[think very properly, to open thefe abicefles 
early, as foon as a fluctuation can be fairly 

perceived 
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perceived under the finger, without wait- 
ing for a more complete fuppuration, or 
for the tumor making what is called a 
point. When opened, the extent of the 
cavity mutt direct what is next to be done; 
and, in general, when fuch cavity is large, 
the integuments may be freely divided. 
The contents of the abfcefs are generally 
matter and urine, which evidently denote 
a breach in fome part of the urethra. 
This breach may be in one or more places, 
or a certain portion of the urethra may 
have floughed, and the opening fuch 
abicefies early has been more particularly 
recommended with a view to obviate this - 
laft accident. A large and free divifion I 
conceive is frequently neceflary to enable 
the furgeon to incarn from the bottom, 
to trace the breach in the urethra, or to 
difcover any deeper feated lodgment of 
matter that may have taken place; and it 
will, in the courfe of the treatment be of 
this further ufe, where a breach exitts, 
though it cannot be feen or difcovered, and | 
when no lodgment has been formed; it 

H 3 will 
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will enable him, after a certain time, to 
employ fuch topics as have a power of 
producing healthy granulations in all fores, 
and a difpofition to heal. The topics I 
have ufed, with no fmall advantage, have 
been the Cerat. Rub.* or lint dipped ina 
weak folution of Argent. Nitrat. in water. 
That difpofition once produced in the 
general fore, will, I have experienced, 
often extend farther than the eye can reach, 
even to the breach itfelf, and greatly afift 
the action of the bougie in healing it. 

When, in confequence of matter having 
formed, an opening has been made, for a 
few days, the treatment fhould be princi- 
pally to allay irritation and pain, and quiet 
the general difturbance of the fyftem by 


_* In the compofition of this application, the Precip, 
fhould be levigated yery fine, and mixed in fmall pro- 
portion with a {tiff well made cerate. The firft and 
molt obvious effect of fuch an application to a common 
fore, is, to coagulate ‘or thicken the difcharge ;—the 
next, to produce healthy granulations, and a difpofition 
favourable to healing.—The Ung. Citrin. ufed in due 
proportion, and mixed with White Cerate, will anfwer 
the fame purpofe. 
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Bark, Opium, a {oft eafy drefling, &c. with 
the moft perfect quietude. When the 
urethra is fo far returned to its natural ftate 
as to bear the introduction of the bougie, 
let that be pafled, and kept in, as long as 
the patient can bear it, daily, er twice a 
day, according to the irritability of the 
urethra; and if the general ftate of the 
patient will admit of his taking a mercurial 
internally, it may be given as an alterative, 
and one of the. pus moventia. When the 
fore. has contracted to a {mall fize, if there 
fhould be reafon to fufpect, from a fmall 
difcharge of urine appearing now and then, 
that the breach in the urethra is not per- 
feétly clofed, it may be worth the trial to 
apply Emp. Epi/pa/t. perineo, guarding the 
fore carefully from the action of the Can- 
tharides, and for a {hort time difcontinuing 
the bougie and other topics. 

It is very poffible that, after the above 
treatment, this artificial inflammation may 
be powerfully affiftant to the cure of the 
difeafe, and I am much miftaken if I have 
not. known it have that effect, In fuch 
H 4 cafe, 
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cafe, probably by a new and that a very 
powerful action taking place externally, 
the irritation within ceafes, and the open- 
ing in the urethra heals.’ Under the above 
circumftances, the point of time for the 
application of the Epi/pa/ffic feems to be 
that now fpecified : but in fome other cafes 
of abfcefs in perinzo it may be applied 
much more early, as in thofe in which 
a mere pun@ture is fufficient to difcharge 
the matter and water contained within the 
‘cavity. From fome late inftances of the 
fuccefs of bliftering, after the opening of 
abfcefles in tendinous parts, and even 
during the formation of matter, as lately 
happened to me, in an external fuppuration, 
the confequence of a negleéted accident to 
the joint of the knee, I have the ftrongetft 
reafon to believe, that it may not only be 
employed after a confiderable abfcefs in 
perinzo has been opened by punéture, ‘but. 
that it may fometimes fuperfede the makilig 
any opening; for in the fuppuration of 
the knee above mentioned, it feemed to in- 
¢reafe abforption, and caufed a palpable. 

exfudation 
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exfudation of the matter under the integu~ 
ments, without the necefflity of making 
any opening; and by this fingle applica~ 
tion the fuppurated fluid and general tumi- 
fication of the whole joint, which was 
ereat and alarming, foon difappeared. 

The greateft objection feems to be the 
danger of the Cantbarides affeCting the 
neck of the bladder; but when there is. 
‘no fuch probable predifpotition, or-when | 
that circumftance ‘can be counteraéted by - 
dilution, and the warm bath, I am con- 
vinced it may be employed with great ad- 
vantage. In all internal inflammations, 
when evacuations and other antiphlogiftic 
means ceafe to have beneficial effect, or 
from great weaknefs are inadmiflible, it is 
well known that blifters are highly ufeful, 
carrying on the defired refolution by the 
new inflammation they raife, and the dif- 
charge thence produced from the fkin; and 
their utility in many cafes of irritation and 
inflammation in the urethra, is to me no 
lefs apparent. Nor, as has been already 
faid, do their good effects end here, but 

they 
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they are applicable even when inflamma- 
tion has terminated in fuppuration, and 
afterwards. | : 

We frequently meet with a {mall col- 
leQtion of fluid, partly urine, and partly 
pus, in the perineum, arifing from Stric- 
ture; even during the ufe of a bougie, in 
which the progrefs to fuppuration is 
flow, the inflammation flugeith, and the 
tumor more circum{cribed than in the laft- 
mentioned cafe. This kind of abfcefs is 
preceded by general uneafinefs and tender- 
nefs, teafing the patient for fome time, 
without much pain. Here the veficatory 
to the part will be a very probable means 
of removing the uneafinefs at its accefs, and 
preventing the colleGtion ; of producing 
the abforption of the fluid when collected, 
and of confolidating the cavity when fuch 
fluid has been difcharged by puncture, 
more efpecially where the paflage has been 
gradually dilated by a bougie. Indeed, 
in many inftances the operation of the 
bougie alone will anfwer without it, thefe 
fuppurations healing under its. ufe; but 
| whenever 
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whenever two means can be rationally 
directed to the fame end, much benefit in 
all cafes muft arife from the co-ope- 

ration. | 
Where there exifts a ftricture, the utility 
of a bougie is fufficiently evident ; when 
an abfcefs in perinzo, complicated with 
a ftricture, it is as neceflary, becaufe the., 
ftricture remains. But it may be aiked, 
why isa man, having an abfcefs in perinzo, 
with a breach in the urethra, but without 
ftriGture, to fubmit to the fame difcipline? 
To this I anfwer, that the bougie is necef- 
fary to prevent the paffage of the urine 
through the opening in the urethra, and 
thereby to promote its healing, the paflage 
of the urine in micturition keeping the 
fore open. Buta bougie, in order to this, 
it will be faid, fhould’ be kept in for a 
along time, bringing the patient to bear 
this by degrees: it fhould be hollow, to 
admit the paflage of the urine, as a catheter, 
through it; and he fhould, as feldom as. 
poflible, do, what all perfons who ufe a 
bougie are too frequently obliged to do, 
| | take 
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take it out whenever they have an inclina~ 
tion to make water :—that a bougie is an 
extraneous body within the urethra, and may 
therefore poffibly prevent the healing of the 
fore by the irritation it has produced ; that 
even the zfophagus may be opened by an 
ab{cefs, and fluids pafs freely through that 
opening, and yet fuch opening heals by 
‘attention to general health, and the moft 
fuperficial treatment. And that, after the 
operation for the ftone, we do not gene- 
rally employ a bougie to prevent a fiftula, 
although there is frequently great laceration 
of parts, and feparation of floughs ; whilft 
the urine is daily wafhing every part of the 
fore.—It is not impoffible but we may rely 
too much on art, and too little on nature, in 
abfcefles of the perineum. We know, in- 
deed, what may be done by the affiftance of 
the bougie, and its effects are not always 
the moft flattering ; but we know not what 
may be done without it.’ I fubmit, there- 
fore, with great diffidence, as matter for 
future inquiry, where the breach in the 
urethra has been large, perhaps from the 
floughing 
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floughing of a portion of that membrane, 
_ and where the paflage of a bougie is from 
thofe circumftances very liable to take a 
wrong cire@tion (in which cafe it muft 
certainly do mifchief) whether the fame 
treatment, as after the ftone, may not be 
better, than any attempt to cure fuch cons 
fiderable breach by thé affiftance ,of a 
bougie? Or whether, if a bougie be 
neceflary ultimately, we ought not firft to 
fee how far nature will go, when affifted 
by an internal treatment, towards the ac- 
complifhment of her own work ? 

Ehe fact, perhaps, 18, that generally in 
thefe abfceffes, the foundation has been 
laid ina previous difpofition to ftridture. 
We have very few inftances of abfceffes in 
perinzo without it. For the ftriGture (as 
was before faid) the bougie is certainly 
the only remedy ; and when that becomes 
complicated with an abfcefs, it is a pow- 
erful means of relieving that alfo.—Bur 
there are other reafons why a bougie may 
be necefflary. It may be faid to act two 
bi 
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ways, either mechanically 0.—-shicinall 
according 
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according to the fubftances which enter 
into the compofition. A bougie of whale- 
bone, of catgut, of milled lead, of the 
elaftic gum, or of prepared paper or lea- 
ther, were it poflible to manufacture thefe 
fubftances fo as to give the neceflary pro- 
perties of firmnefs, flexibility, and {mooth~ 
nefs, would all act mechanically, gradually 
dilating, and from their mere ftimulus in 
‘the urethra as extraneous bodies, producing 
increafed fecretion: and, perhaps, a bougie 
well made, and acting fimply in this way, 
would be preferable to every other. But 
the ideas of our anceftors, and fome mo- 
dern furgeons, have gone much farther. 
They have concluded, that bougies fhould 
be medicated, fhould be made of | plaifter 
ef a duc confiftency, and of rag, rolled 
up into a cylindrical, conical, or other 
form; and from the nature of the ingre- 
dients in the compofition of the plaifter, 
the bougie was fuppofed to have certain 
fanative properties: Mercur. Nitrat. Rub. 
finely levigated,—Crude Mercury, —Pre- 
pared Antimony,—Litharge,—Wax,—and 
| Emp. 
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Emp. Mucilag. &c. have been employed 
for this purpofe. It has been imagined, 
that thefe bougies, in order to have the 
beft effect in difeafes of the urethra, {hould 
have the power of producing a kind of 
fuppuration, or laudable increafed fecretion 
from the mucous furface of the urethra, 
and that on this power a great deal of their 
efficacy depended ; and provided they do 
not caufe a folutio continui, where there 
is none naturally, and where there ought 
to be none, nor ftimulate too much, the 
idea is not to be difcarded too haftily. The 
Jeaft ftimulating bougie of the plaifter 
kind is that where the Emp/. Commun. forms 
the bafis; but from the great quantity of 
Litharge in its compofition, this muft, in 
fome meafure, act as an aftringent fedative. 
It may be a good bougie for an obftinate 
Gleet, but not fo.good for a ftriCture, 
becaufe it probably will tend to check the 
fuppuration, and leffen the fecretion. It 
certainly irritates lefs than moft others ; 
but: I conceive that the addition of Crude 
Mercury would.make a better compofition. 
We 
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We now are well informed of} ha re 
utility drains in the neighbourhood ‘of dif 
eafed parts are, as in the paralyfis of the . 
lower extremities, from difeafed {pine ; in 
difeafed hips, &c.—1am convinced, the 
fame principle, to a certain degree, may 
be extended to thefe cafes of Stricture and 
even to Fiftule in Perinzo ;—and that the 
general difcharge produced is one of the 
circumftances on which the action of a 
bougie depends, and the other (when 
the bougie is medicated) is its effet as one 
of the pus moventia, and that it is capable 
of exciting internally the fame difpofition 
to heal, in an opening from the urethra, as 
we have faid was producible by the exter- 
nal ufe of the Cerat. cum Merc. Nitrat. 

Rub.—and Ung. Hydrarg. Nitrat.—and 
this laft may, when confiderably lowered, 
very probably be attended with good effects, 
if applied by means of a bougie to the 
urethra itfelf, not only in the ab{cefs peri- 
nzo, but in fome other cafes; Calomelas and 
Calx. Hydrarg. Alb. may be employed for 


the fame purpofes. A very weak folution 
of 
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of Hydrarg. Muriatus, in water, and mixed 
up with cerate, or dxung.—as in making 
foft pomatum, when {meared on a com- 
mon bougie, may have a fimilar good 
effect. Externally, they are not only 
promoters of good fuppuration, but have | 
confiderable efficacy in correcting thofe 
defcedations of the fkin called fcorbutic ; 
and thus, by means of a bougie, the local 
action of mercury may be extended to 
diftant parts of the urethra, where the 
fyringe cannot poffibly reach. When 
there is a troublefome Gleet, with a con- 


centration of difeafe to any one particular 
part of the urethra, more efpecially if out 
of the reach of a fyringe, far down in the 
paffage, or in the perineum, the external 
ufe of mercury, Bal//. Caparv. internally, 
with the precautions formerly mentioned ; 
and if thefe fail, raifing an external inflam- 
mation or drain by means of the Epi/pa/fiic, 
and the ufe cf a bougie, either partially or” 
fairly introduced, and worn: for a thorter 
or greater length of time daily, according 
to the ftate or irritability of the urethra, 
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under the moft perfect quietude arid deli- 


cate management, will bid fair to have a 
good effect. 7 

We fometimes meet with a troublefome 
heat taking place throughout the greater 
part of the paflage, long after the Gonor- 
theea has difappeared: if not attended 
with ftricture, this is probably a fcor- 
butic affection. —The warm fea bath, or a 
common warm bath, the external ufe of 
mercury, a medicated bougie to produce a 
difcharge, and correct the local acrimony, 
raifing externally inflammation and drain, 
are means very likely to fucceed ; and if any 
mercury be ufed internally, it fhould be an 
alterative, or mercurial falt diluted, as in 
the folution of the Hydrarg. Muriat. &e. 


Tam now come to the fecond general 
divifion of the means of cure, and fhall 
endeavour to point out the circumftances in 
“which the difeafe may be treated by mer- 
eury alone; alfo, without injection.— 
Having, in the foregoing method, fhewn 
how it may be counteracted and cured, 
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wherewthere is high local inflammation, 
and in habits where a difpofition to inflam- 
matory diathefis prevails,—another general 
' method of treatment is to be defcribed, 
infinitely more fimple than the preceding, 
which has very often fucceeded under op- 
pofite circumftances, that is, in conftitu- 
tions rather phlegmatic than inflammatory, 
without or with a very flight attendant in- 
flammation. It is very extraordinary, but 
itis a truth, that in the fame {pecific com~ 
plaint, produced precifely in the fame way 
in both, we find great tendency to in- 
flammatiun in one habit, and little or no 
_ difpofition to inflammation in another ; and 
there are, befides this, many intermediate 
fhades or varieties. 

In the habit directly oppofite to the ins 
flammatory, the {malleft dofes of mercury, 
in any active form, continued for three or 
four weeks, or even for a much lefs 
time, in an alterative way, without affe@- 
ing the mouth,—if they have not cured, 
_ have at leaft thus far affifted nature, that 
the fecretion going on has gradually thick- 
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etied and been amended, the fymptonis 
have been kept under, and the difeafe 
at length cured. I cannot fay how it acts 
in thefe cafes, whether as one of the pus 
moventia, or as an antivenereal ; the fact ] 
know, and innumerable inftances of cures 
thus obtained might be adduced. “The 
Pil. Alterat. Plumm.—t{mall dofes of Ca- 
lomelas,— Hydrarg. Calcin.—Eleét. Specific. 
Nofocom. S*. Bartbolom.—~all the very ace 
tive faline preparations of mercury, largely 
diluted with water, and fome others, have, 
under the kindly influence of the natural 
fecretion, in habits fo favourable to the 
operation of this ftimulant, cured the dif- 
eafe. The truth is, ‘where there is no 
impediment in the way from inflammation, 
or inflammatory diathefis, there.is no great 
difficulty in the bufinefs.! Although fuch 
habits do not, generally {peaking, require 
an antiphlogiftic treatment, yet an open 
belly,——the warm bath, —Opgium,—and 
fometimes the Cortex, will be neceffary to 
affift the effects of mercury, or leffen ir- 
ritation,. For the knowledge of. the fact 
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that mercury will, in this manner, relieve, 
is not altogether fufficient ; and the pre- 
fent improved ftate of medicine, by com- 
bining other effects, all tending to the 
fame curative indication, will enable the 
ftudent to reach his object by a fhorter 
route. | | 
When the habit is as above, and the 
patient (to ufe the language of the inge- 
nious Boerhaave) of a lax fibre, either 
without infammation, or with an inflam- 
mation of a flight eryfipelatous kind, in 
fuch cafe I have frequen tly found the Cortex 
afovereign remedy in quieting the local irri~ 
tation, whether ufed alone, or in combina- 
tion with other means conducive to the 
fame end. It fhould be given freely, and 
feems to act moft fuccefsfully when the 
fecretion is copious, and fuffered to con- 
tinue without any local check; under 
thefe circumftances I have employed it, 
even when the proftate itfelf has been 
affected with irritation, and with the hap- 
piett effect. 
1-3 : It 
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It is unneceffary to enter into the dif- 
ferent variations of habit, between this 
now defcribed, and that heretofore men- 
tioned, in which a rigid antiphlogiftic 
courfe was neceflary. 


The reader being furnifhed with the 
foregoing preliminary obfervations, is pre- 
pared, in fome meaiure, to underftand the 
conveniences and inconveniences of injec- 
tions; I fhall now, therefore, go on to the 
third general divifion, and endeavour to 
defcribe various ways of treating this dif-+ 
eafe by injection. The two former 
methods were fo far general, that no local 
tmeans were ufed to check the difcharge ; 
nor was the furface of the urethra dire@ly 
affected by any application. 


In the former part of this work T ex- 
preffed an opinion that the action of the 
venereal poifon upon its infertion, was like 

¢ variolous, initantaneous.’ Having my- 
felf' had. confiderable’ experience in the 
Suttonian method of. inoculating for the 


Small. 
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Small-Pox ;—having frequently obferved 
that the practice was to take the infecting 
fluid from the inoculated arm, in the pre- 
fence of the infecting perfon ;—and having 
formerly, in along courfe of practice never 
feen an inftance of infection in the natural 
way to the inoculated perfon, from the 
effluvia of the arm, during the time of 
taking the matter from the infector, or from 
the patient himtelf (as is frequently the cafe) 
examining the puncture immediately, or 
foon after the infertion of the poifon, I con-. 
cluded that the rudiment or germen of dif- 
eafe acted immediately on the part into 
which it was inferted, and that after fuch 
action, no further accumulation or danger 
of infection could poffibly arife, either 
from the natural infection or a fubfequent 
inoculation. Such having been my 
fentiments, I was, in a late converfation 
with a medical friend,* much pleafed to 
learn, what I did not before know, that the 
opinion was capable of further illuftration ; 


_ * Mr. Jofeph Bell, of High Wycomb. 
I 4 and 


[. aeo-.] 


for there appears dire@tly after inocula- 
tion for the Small-Pox, when the difeafe 
takes place, an alteration in the punctured 
part fo ftrong and remarkable, that any- 
- perfon who has once feen it, may, with 
certainty, pronounce whether the infection 


has been effectual or not. This gen- 
tleman had obferved, that the a&ion of 
the poifon was as inftantaneous as the 
well-known effect from the fling of 
a nettle, and the appearance of the part 
not much unlike it. The part punctured 
feems to attract the variolous fluid, the 
edges of the little wound are puckered, and 
the natural colour of the {kin altered by 
an orange-coloured kind of ftain, and that 
wmmeatately.—If this fact may be depended 
upon, (and I believe it may,) I make no 
hefitation in faying, I know of no argu- 
ments taken from the human body that 
can fet afide our former idea, that the vene- 
real poifon, like the variolous, came into 
action, and was probably abforbed from 
the moment of infertion. A Chancre is 
the effect of inoculation with — venereal 

matter. 
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matter. If the variolous matter acts fo 
fuddenly as we have fuppofed, and is ca- 
pable of affuring the conftitution imme- 
diately from the natural difeafe, it muft 
be not only inftantaneoufly abforbed, but 
muft pervade every part of the fyftem 
with the velocity of the eleftric fluid. 
The courfe of the lymph is probably not 
fo quick as this, but the progrefs of the 
nervous influence may. As Ido not con- 
ceive that the application of a cauftic, or 
aftringent fedative, to the infected arm, 
can prevent the difeafe happening from the 
infertion of the Small-Pox matter, fo nei- 
ther can I believe that the fame topics will 
have any other than a local effect, or pre- 
vent the future rife of fymptoms, after the 
inoculation of chancrous matter. 

I have, more than once, in the courfe 
of the prefent work, endeavoured to call 
the reader’s attention to that mixed kind of 
infection, or combination, in which both 
Chancre and Gonorrhea appear within a 
few days of each other, from one and the | 
fame infecting perfon; the Gonorrhcea 

taking 
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taking the lead, and the Chancre or 
Chancres fhewing themfelves afterwards. 
Of this fact I believe there can be no 
doubt. Its frequency or infrequency is 
one thing, and the influence it fhould have 
in directing our practice is another.—If it 
happens once out of ten or twelve cafes, it 
is an object of fome importance, and wor- 
thy an enquiry, whether the prevalent 
methods of ufing aftringent fedative, and 
mercurial injections, early in Gonorrhea, 
may not have a tendency, by fmothering 
chancrous infection for a time, to produce 
future fymptoms of Lues. I think it 
moft probable, wherever, on the furface 
of the glans or prepuce, there are one or 
more points containing the rudiments of a 
Chancre, that in many of thefe cafes, 
from the contact and known effects of fome 
injections, fuch rudiments may be checked 
in their progrefs, or wholely deftroyed, and 
venereal matter thus go on into the circu- 
lation, and there produce its effects, with- 
out any perceptible local appearance. A 
circumitance fo ftrong, and fo powerfully 

diffuafive, 
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diffuafive, that it amounts, I fear, to the 
rejection of all aftringent fedative and 
mercurial topics, early in Gonorrhea. 
In anfwer to this, I know it will be 
faid, that the combination above alluded 
to is neither conftant nor common :—why 
deprive us of a fet of remedies which, in 
the majority of Gonorrhee, are of fingu- 
lar fervice, becaufe, in one cafe out of 
many, the confequences you have ftated 
may follow? ‘To this I can only fay, I 
would not willingly do harm, even to have 
good follow, when the doing harm may 
be prevented. A fteady practice meets 
with no difficulties of this kind; and fhould 
‘be unexceptionable as to the important 
article of fuppreffing fuch a difeafe as 
Syphilis. ‘The outline of fuch a practice 
I have endeavoured to give in our firft 

general method. | 
But the above is not the only objection. 
For in that {pecies of Gonorrhcea where a 
difpofition to metaftafis exifts early in the 
difeafe, as in a cafe formerly given, here 
alfo the ufe of injections of a {pecific or 
aitringent 
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aftringent fedative kind, may do mifchief ; 
not by {mothering venereal infection, as in 
the preceding cafe, but by transferring 
inflammation, and the gonorrhceal difpo- 
fition, to the pofterior parts of the urethra 
and neck of the bladder. -If we could 
always difcriminate, @ przor7, between thofe 
perfons with Gonorrhea, who generally 
nave the difpofition to metaftafis, and 
thofe who have not, we might direct the 
ufe of injections with lefs danger.— As to 
this matter I can only fay, I would never 
employ fuch early in the difeafe, where 
the difcharge is copious, the glans penis 
very moift, or prepuce tight; not only 
becaufe fuch a fubject has naturally a ten- 
dency to abforb the poifon quickly, but is 
predifpofed to have the fkin crack almoft 
in every connection, and is, moreover, moft 
prone to chancrous excoriation ; and, if I 
miftake not, alfo to that early tendency to 
metaftafis above alluded to. 

When it may be fufpected, from the 
great general inflammation in the progrefs 
of Gonorrhcea, or in any of its ftates, 
that 
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thata difpofition to metaftafis prevails, there 
alfo aftringent fedative, and all other in- 
jeGtions which fuddenly ftop the difcharge, 
may do hurt, by transferring the difeafe to 
a remote quarter. In every cafe, where it 
can be difcovered that there has been 
a ftricture, although that ftridture may 
have been formerly removed by a bougie, 
and all thofe in which a hernia humoralis, 
an affection of the membraneous part of 
the urethra, of the neck of the bladder or 
proftate ;—I fay, in all thefe cafes, when 
a recent Gonorrhea fupervenes, more efpe- 
cially if it be attended with confiderable 
inflammation, the adminiftration of the 
ufual aftringent fedative, or mercurial in- 
jetions, requires great circum{pection. 
On the other hand, when the above cir- 
cumftances do not fland in the way, when 
from the natural ftate of the glans and 
prepuce there is no tendency to local irri- 
tability, tendernefs, or great porofity, the 
patient having a firm cuticle, and a fhort 
retracting prepuce, with a recent Gonor- 
theea not fully formed, here the diff- 

culties 
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culties are not fo great, nor the Chancre or 
_chancrous infection fo probable; but I 
muft remark, that even in the fubfequent 
inflammatory ftage of fuch a Gonorrhea 
as this, when the tendency to phlegmonous 
inflammation is ftrong, and the increafed 
fecretion leffened, or even when the fecre- 
tion is confiderable, and the difeafe ap- 
proaching to its acmé, here alfo injections, 
whether they be ftimulating, aftringent 
fedative, or mercurial, are by no means 
eligible. In the firft ftage of Gonorrhea, 
however, when that has been attended with 
but flight inflammation, and in which 
there has been no tendency to metaftafis, 
nor to the other circumftances predifpofing 
to the early accidents of the difeafe, they 
have been frequently employed with fuc- 
cefs, and that without much regard to 
regimen, or an internal treatment, and 
without any of thofe helps which have 
elfewhere been faid to be neceflary in the 

cure of this difeafe. 
Whtn injections of the aftringent {eda- 
tive kind, or mercurials endued with a 
{edative 
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fedative power, are attended with the hap- 
pieft effect, they keep off the moft trouble- 
fome fymptoms of the difeafe; the ardor 
urine and Chordée are prevented by the 
local inflammation being leffened, the 
natural means of cure, the increafed fecre- 
tion from the urethra, going on in an irre- 
gular way; fometimes confiderably dimi- 
nifhed, and iometimes again increafed in 
quantity, apparently without much irri- 
tation or acrimony. If for one or more 
days the difcharge ceafes, upon omitting 
the injection, or upon taking much exercile, 
it recurs, and thus it may go on fora con- 
fiderable time, till the difeafe terminates. I 
have fo frequently obferved the above courle 
from thefe kind of injections, that Iam 
convinced they fhould never be employed 
early in the difeafe, with any other inten- 
tion but that of moderating the inflamma- 
tion and natural means of cure, without 
aiming at the fuppofed abfolute artificial 
cure, by taking off fuddenly both inflam. 
mation and fecretion. And with this 
precaution, I am of opinion, that fome 
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of fhe accidents too frequently attending’ 
injections, may be obviated. 

There are other injections endued with 
very different properties from the forego- 
ing, having a difpofition to ftimulate and 
increafe the difcharge. Thefe, when the 
inflammation is not too great, may fome= 
times be employed to advantage. And 
there are again other injeGtions, which 
may be faid to hold a middle kind of place, 
being neither ftrongly fedative nor very 
ftimulating, and thefe probably are the 
fafeft and beft for indifcriminate ufe. 

The principal aftringent fedatives are, 
Ceruffa Acetata,— Aqua Lithargyri Ace- 
tatt,—and Zincus Vitriolatus. As the bafis 
of injections, thefe medicines have been 
frequently employed ; I fear, fometimes in 
too. rude a manner, and in proportions 
much too large for the quantity of water. 
What we particularly want from them in 
Gonorrheea is, their fedative without their 
aftringent effects. But this is no eafy 
‘matter to obtain. And, indeed, the fame 
injection in different urethre, and at dif- 

2 ferent 
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ferent periods in the fame urethra, will 
have very different effects. The fafeft and 
beft way, I apprehend, is to begin with a ! 
very {mall quantity, fo that the vehicle be 
but flightly impregnated with the men- 
ftruum, to filter the mixture or folution 
through paper, and to increafe its Hreogtes 
when neceflary, by degrees. 

The ftate of the fecretion, after the 
ufe of thefe injections, fhould regulate 
the furgeon’s conduct, and he may con- 
fider the difcharge as the wis medicatrix 
nature, which he may mederate, but not 
wholly fupprefs.—Aftruc, when he found 
from the great acrimony and quantity of 
the fecretion in an obftinate Gonorrhea, 
that his general method did not fucceed, 
employed the Ceruffa Acetata in an injec- 
tion. If he ufed it as a fedative merely, 
it might no doubt be ferviceable; but he 
probably employed it in the common way, 
without making any diftinction between 
its fedative and aftringent properties.— 
Seme ftimulating injections are mercurial, 
others are not. The efficient medicines 


Vor. Li. K of 


tage 4 
of the mercurial kind are Hydrarg. miu- 
riat. —Hydrarg. mitrs rub—and Calx. 
hydrarg: alb. 

The two firft of thefe preparations are 
fo ftimulating, that the one in its crude 
ftate is a cauftic, and the other an efca- 
rotic ; and they can only be made bearable 
in the urethra by large dilution, by enve- 
loping them in Cerate, Mucilage, or as in 
making a medicated bougie, fheathing 
their particles with plaifter, and ufing 
them in very {mall quantities. 


*&  Hydrarg. Mur. : 
This, foon after its introduction into 
practice internally, by the late Baron Van 
Swieten, in his celebrated folution, was 
employed as an injeCtion very largely diluted 
in water; and I believe the firft perfon' 
who ufed it in this manner was the late 
Dr. Brookes, but he confined the applica- 
tion to females. It has finee been, with 
fome furgeons, a favourite injection for the 
Gonorrhea in men.— When the ftrength 
of the folution is, as in the above aftrin- 
gent fedatives, properly ‘adjufted to: the 
i. P aifferent 
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different circumftances of the urethra, it 
is certainly a fafer and much better topic ; 
and if we fet afide its tendency as a mer- 
curial, to check chancrous infection (an 
inconvenience, I muft repeat, which per- 
vades moft of the injections in ufe) it can 
do no great harm in Gonorrhea, but as a 
ftimulant. It may, when too irritating, 
increafe the fubfifting inflammation; but 
when the folution is fufficiently weak, it 
cannot do near fo much mifchief as an 
aftringent fedative. It may bediffolved in 
brandy, or proof {pirit, and afterwards a 
{mall quantity of the folution, according 
to its {trength, be dropped into water, or 
it may be diffolved in boiling water ; when 
cold, the folution may be filtered, and 
kept for ufe. 

As a topic, it is an antivenereal; for 
Van Swieten’s folution will take away 
venereal excrefcences: it is an ameliorant, 
becaufe when applied to a common fore it 
promotes a good digeftion. It is very ef- 
ficacious in the Tinea, and in fome other 
defcedations of the f{kin; and when it 
ftimulates moderately, it not only corrects, 
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Kut affifts' in clearing away the virulent 
difcharge in Gonorrhea. I have an idez 
this medicine may be fo very much diluted, 
that without having any fenfible ftimula- 
ting effect, it may be an excellent corrector 
of acrimony, and on that principle alon€ 
highly ferviceable in Gonorrheea. 
This preparation of inercury, when in 
a ftate of folution in water, has been wfed 
“very frequently as a preventive ; with what 
degree of propriety or fuccefs I cannot fay. 
If this kind of praétice-could prevent the 
receipt of a Gonorrheea, it would be 
fomething : but if it has the power’of 
healing an incipient Chancre, immediately 
after the depofition of the poifon by inoca- 
lation, that poifon ‘having entered not only 
into the part, but into the habit,—though 
it may cure the Chancre, it can have no 
effect on the general dileafe, and therefore 
muft do mifchief. For the laft few years 
I have feen a greater proportion of venereal 
cafes where Buboes have been the firft 
fymptoms, than I ever remember:to have 
obferved at any other eben of my life ; 
and 
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and. I attribute the circumftance to the 
practice now mentioned. There are many 
who, upon the flighteft fufpicion of gonor- 
rheal infeCtion, have recourfe to a weak 
injection of the Hydrarg. Muriat. even 
before the difeafe can be faid to be fairly 
formed, and, by taking it thus early, en- 
tertain an idea that they can effect a fpeedy 
cure. This may perhaps betrue; but when 
appearances are equivocal, and the nature of 
the difeafe not certain, to call the complaint 
a Gonorrhea Virulenta, is to give it too 
hard aname. The fuccefs attending it may 
poffibly warrant the adoption, of the prac- 
tice, but it can be. no excufe for taking one 
thing for another; and the fact, I believe, 
is, that many. of thefe fortunate cafes. are 
Gonorrheee, but not of the virulent kind. 
The good effects of this injection are by ne 
means conftant; they frequently do, but 
they fometimes do not anfwer. It is, 
however, a neat and elegant way of em- 
ploying mercury to the urethra in this 
difeafe, and well worth future confideration 
as to its immediate and ultimate effects. 

| ig Hydrarg, 
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Hydrarg. Nitrat. Rub. 

This application, how finely foever it 
may be levigated, is much too ftimulating 
and too difficult of folution to be employed 
in a liquid form. It was, however, ap- 
plied to the urethra by Vigo. Upon the 
principle he had recommended it to chan- 
crous and other obftinate fores externally, 
he ufed it to what he conceived was an in- 
ternal ulceration of the urethra; and a 
{mall quantity of it, mixed with a large 
proportion of hard cerate, and applied with 
a tent, may, I have no doubt, be fafely 
introduced to a certain diftance within the 
orifice of the urethra, and there exert its 
well known digeftive power. But I have 
had no experience of this ‘prepare in, 
Gonorrhea. 


Calx Hydrarg. Alb. 

This medicine is not only a ftimulant, 
but a powerful antivenereal. It is the 
mercurial by which, in the {mallet dofes, 
when given internally, falivation has been 

| raifed, 


E #55. 

raifed, and the effects of its external appli- 
cation in tinea, in the itch, and other affec- 
tions of the fkin, are ftriking. In a 
crude ftate, mixed with water or with any 
thing unctuous, it fhews none of thofé 
violent effets, even when ufed in con- 
fiderable quantity, that the foregoing pre- 
parations do. It is neither a cauftic nor 
an efcarotic, but when applied to the 
urethra it increafes the difcharge as a ftimu~ 
lant, without having a fedative tendency. 
From thefe properties itis a very good 
injection when mixed with water, or 
covered with Mucilage; and has every 
other quality of mercury. 

The ftimulants not mercurial are, /olution 
of Calx cum Kalk Pura and Argentum Ni- 
tratum. \ 

The learned and very y tefpestable Dr. For- 
dyce* has made fome ingenious and excel-. 
lent obfervations on the ufe of the former of 
thefe medicines in Gonorrheea. The cauftic 
when properly lov eet is fuppofed to aét 
chymically on the mucus, to detach it from 

ee 4 the 

* Vide Elements of the Prattice of Phyfic, by Dr. 


bid Fordyce, page 351. 
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the furface, promote the fecretion, and 
thereby evacuate the venereal matter ; 
and there can be no doubt, if the fo- 
lution be fo managed, as to increafe the 
difcharge without irritating too much, or 
raifing inflammation, it may be_ highly 
—ufeful. 
Argent, Nitrat. 

Fifty years ago an Eaft-India furgeon, 
with whom I was intimately acquainted, 
being detained for fome time on the ifland 
Madagafcar, perceiving that many of the 
natives were afflicted with Gonorrhaa, 
attempted to cure them by an injection, 
and he fucceeded in curing many ;_ but un- 
fortunately meeting with fome of the 
ufual accidents from injection, hernia hu- 
moralis, &¢. he did not then profecute 
the experiment ; but when he afterwards 
practifed as a furgeon in England, he occa- 
fionally employed the fame inje€tion and 
frequently with fuccefs. It was ufed in 
this manner : ) 

R wrgent. Nitrat, gr. tj, 
Coral, R. ppt. 37. | 
L414. Mails, lib. fs.—m. f. 
If 
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if any one fhould be induced to try this 
kind of injection, I would recommend 
him, previous to his mixing the Cora/. R. 
pp. with the water and Argent. Nitrat. to 
pafs the two latter through a filtering paper, 
and alfo tolower the ftrengthof the folution, 


Calomelas. 


Of this medicine, whether after due levi- 
gation it be fimply mixed with water, or 
united with water and Mucilage, the effects 
are nearly the fame. It neither ftrmulates 
nor increafes the difcharge. How far it 
may act as an antivenereal, or as a promoter 
of good fecretion, is difficult to fay; but 
its moft obvious effect is that of a fedative; 
procuring eafe, correcting and greatly 
leffening the difcharge. It ts a powerful 
repeller and healer of Chancres and chan- 
crous excoriation, and will, when ap- 
plied to the urethra in certain cafes of 
Gonorrhaa, have a fimilar effec. 

When ufed in lefs quantity, or of Iefs 
ftreneth, it will act mildly, allaying irri- 
tation, moderating the fymptons, with- 
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out having much effect in checking the 
difcharge. Some errors are-daily committed 
with refpect to this medicine in the form 
of an injection. It is not always well 
prepared, it 1s feldom levigated fuffici« 
ently fine, and is frequently employed in 
too great a proportion to the quantity of 
the vehicle. | 

The next mercurial injection is that com- 
pofed of 

Hydrarg. Crud. 

which may be united with water and Muci= 
age, by trituration, or with Axungia and 
oil, by the fame means. It is neither fti- 
mulant, aftringent, nor fedative; but has 
a very excellent effect in correcting the vi- 
raulency of the difcharge, without derang- 
ing much, or altering confiderably the 
natural means of cure. 

Phe fyringe employed to throw up the 
above injections, fhould never have a long 
tube. Its extremity fhould be conical or 
obtufe. It fhould be ufed without exert- 
ing much force, or attempting to carry 

the Guid far into the urethra. That time 
for the operation fhould, if poffible, be 
chofen, 
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chofen, when the penis is in its moft 
flaccid ftate: and the penis, at the time of 


_ injecting, fhould be drawn gently forwards, 


as it were, over the extremity of the 
fyringe. | rie 
The above are the principal means that 
have been employed to cure in the way of 
injection. The flighteft retrofpect to the 
accidents attending this difeafe (which I 
need not repeat) will thew, that whether 
we make choice of fimple or mercurial 
ftimulants, whether aftringent {edatives, 
or mercurials acting as fedatives; or the 


mildeft of all mercurials, the crude 


al 


mineral.—Still there is a degree of uncer- 
tainty, if not empyricifm, in the pra@ice, 
more efpecially when trufted to alone, 
without that affiftance which it is capable 

of deriving from our general treatment. 
Having fhewn that there is in this treat- 
ment neither danger of metaftafis, hazard 
of fmothering chancrous infeCtion, nor 
any irritation applied, but what arifes from 
the difeafe itfelf. It will readily be granted, 
that when injections of a ftimulating kind 
are 


“a 


[ 140 ] 

are employed, their effects will be lefs 
likely to produce inflammation under a 
cooling antiphlogiftic regimen, and the 
warious means, formerly deferibed, which 
tend to anodyne relaxation, than when 
they are had recourfe to,’ without this 
precaution ; and when aftringent fedatives, 

or mercurials having a fedative effect, are 

ufec, that the fame remedies, more parti- 

cularly the warm bath, will probably 

enable the furgeon, with proper attention 

to the ftrength of his injeCtion, to coun- 

tera its too great aftringency, or tendency 

to check the difcharge, and that thereby 

fome of. the accidents occurring in this 

difeafe may perhaps be obviated. And 
the fame practice I conceive neceflary when 

an injection is employed early with a view 

to anticipate the inflammatory fymptoms, 

but {till more after their commencement, 

to moderate the tendency to phlegmonous 

‘jnflammmation, And I fincerely with it 
was in my power to prevent the probable | 

confequences to be apprehended from the 

combination of Chancre with Gonorrhea ; 

: but 
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bat this, I fear, will ever remain an obs 
~ ftacle to the indifcriminate and unqualified 
application of injections. When, how- 
ever, the difeafe has paffed its height, the 
Chordée gone, or confiderably leffened, 
and the other fymptoms declining, injec- 
tions, both of the mercurial and aftringent 
fedative: kind, may be. fafely employed, 
either fingly or in conjunction with certain 
parts. of our general plan; and in the 
choice, from what has been faid on the 
fubjeCt of thefe local means of relief, 
there can be no difficulty... 

When Gonorrhea. Virulenta appears 
with Chanere, or chancrous excoriation, 
in that cafe the treatment. mutt be. very. 
different from the above mentioned. In the 
firft place we may here fay decidedly, that 
all injections and topies are wholly inadnaif- 
- fible. In the next, to the general treat~- 
ment proper for the Gonorrhea, muft be 
added a fair and unequivotal courfe. of 
mereury to cure the ulceration, and prevent 
all confequences from this fymptom in 
future. The reader will therefore recur 

tO 
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to our firft general method for the treats 
thent of what appertains to the Gonor 
sheea; and to our obfervations on the cure 
of Siphylis, in the preceding volume, for the 
method of treating Chancre, or chancrous 
excoriation. It may fometimes be neceffary 
to join the antiphlogiftic treatment with 
mercurial frictions, if inflammatory diathefis 
prevails. In lax or phlegmatic habits, where 
there is little or no difpofition to inflam-+ 
mation, Bark, warm bath, and mercury, 
are the principal remedies for the Gonor- 
theea; and the effects of the latter are fo 
ftriking and certain in this particular habit, 
that it may be almoft trufted to alone for 
curing the Gonorrheea as well as Chancre, 


Gonorrhaa in Women.* 

When I confider the uncertainty there 
is in afcertaining whether a woman, having 
a gonorrheeal difcharge, may not alfo, 
from the natural form of her pudenda, 
have, at the fame time, one or more con- 


* Vide Vol. I. p. 235. 
cealed 
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tealed Chancres out of fight, far within 
the vagina, I am in doubt as to the moft 
eligible mode of practice ; whether to treat 
fuch woman as infected with Siphylis,— 
prefuming that fhe has, or will have, 
Chancres,—or whether it is better to con~_ 
fider her as other gonorrhaal patients, 
waiting for the appearance of Bubo, or 
other venereal fymptoms, before the ufes 
mercury in a fair decifive manner? ‘There 
are difficulties either way. There feems 
a degree of cruelty in the idea of advifing © 
a woman to fubmit to that kind of difci- 
pline we do not. generally recommend to a 
man with a Gonorrhcea Virulenta ; but the 
probability of her having the chancrous 
fomes about her, though fhe may haveappa- 
_ rently nothing more than a Gonorrheea, is 
fo great, and muft be fo mifchievous to 
_herfelf and others, if the fuppofition be well 
founded, that it is a queftion whether it is 
not much fafer to remove the difficulty 
by depending almoft wholly on the un- 
" equivocal effects of mercury under con- 
finement, than to omit it, and rely princi- 

, pally 
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pally on injections, and other means for 2 
cure? And the difficulty is the greater 
from this further confideration, that in the 
event of Chancres exifting, nothing but 
the fair effects of mereury can render in- 
jeCtions even tolerably fafe. | 
Thus have I endeavoured to explain 
three very different methods of curing the 
Gonorrhea, each of which might have 
been branched out, or fubdivided, into 
many others: and I have taken fome pains 
to fhew éach method in its true charaéter, 
and point out the neceflity of combining 
occafionally their feveral principles or parts ; 
and muft here repeat, that their effects are 
applicable to different circumftances, both 
of time and difeafe, and to the various 
eonftitutions we meet with in practices 
Thefe fheets were never written to entrap 
the ignorant and unwary, but with the 
well-meant intention of adding fomewhat 
to the pathology and therapeutic parts of 
medicine. To the regular profeffors of 
fcience, therefore, I muft appeal, and to 
them only, to refute or confirm what, with 
| refpect 
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refpect to the cure of this difeafe, has been 
candidly fubmitted to their decifion. 

Fiat experimentum, was the language of 
the great Lord Bacon in philofophy.— 
And as far as. philofophy and experiment 
can fafely go together in the living fubject 
in any part of medicine, with the exifting 
knowledge of the day, it may, without 
danger, be the rule ftill. But let us, in 
an affair of fo much real importance as the 
health of mankind, previoufly enquire and 
afcertain the general information to be de- 
rived from the paft and prefent ftate of 
medical knowledge—the ‘ex fcripta auc- 
torum. Without that, our refearches, 
however well intended, will frequently be 
uninterefting, our labour, fruitlefs, and prac- 
tice, empiricifm. 

So much has lately as well as formerly 
been faid by writers, on the remote confe- 
quences of the difeafe,—namely, Stricture, 
Fiftula in perineo, difeafed neck of. the 
bladder, and enlarged Proftate gland, that 
I have-but little to add.* 

* Vide Mr. J. Hunter’s and Mr. Foot’s as 


Vou. Lil. Agee In 
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In proportion as the difeafe advances 
from mere inflammation to more perma~ 


-hent habitual irritation, fo the difficulty of 


cure increafes:—adhefions, excoriation, 
and even ulceration from the partial flough- 
ing of the mucous membrane may take 
place. 9 

I knew very well, that upon diffecting 
urethre after death, from other caufeg 
than Gonorrhee, but with this difeafe 
upon them, Morgagni, and others, have 
very feldom found ulceration. And if they 
had examined the mucous membrane of the 
trachea, or bronchia, in perfons with a mere 


catarrh, but dying from fome other caufe, 


they would have had no better fuccefs.— 
But it is well known after many catarrhsy, 
and that fometimes at no very late period, 
their confequences are ulcerations of the 
moft deplorable kind, and thefe followed 
by pulmonary confumption; and without 
going further into the queftion, we find 
the veftiges of previous ulceration in many 
cafes of confiderable Stricture, What 

can 


\ 


[ 147 |] 

can produce that obliteration of the fine 
. delicate ftructure of the urethra, and lofs 
of fubftance which fuch cafes exhibit, but 
the gluing together of the cells of the 
membrane by irritation and inflammation 
in the firft inftance, and a confequent ulce- 
ration, in the fecond ? 

I have no doubt of the great utility of 
drains, of early and late bliftering in the 
catarrhous affection above mentioned, and 
_make no hefitation in faying, that very 
good effeéts will probably follow the 
adoption of the fame practice at any time 
_during the progrefs of Gonorrhea, both 
before and after the formation of a Stricture. . 

- Obftractions in the urethra may arife 
from different caufes, but the moft com- 
mon caufe is Stricture, which is a pre- 
ternatural contraction of one or more 
parts. of the urinary canal, moft frequently 
the late confequence of a former Gonor- 
rhea. From this difeafe, alfo, adhefions 
of the inner parts of the membrane, as 
between the furface of the lungs and 
pleura, may take place. Iam not certain 
| a: whether 
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whether thefe adhefions are the effect of 
coagulable lymph thrown out by inflam- 
mation, or whether they are produced by 
ulcerated furfaces coming into contact.— 
Befides the above caulés of obftrudtion, 
there may be a difeafed vérumontanam, 
fungous, verrucous excrefcences within the 
urethra and difeafed proftate gland. 

Verruce, I have fometimes feen, within 
the orifice of the urethra in women, as 
well as men, and chancrous infection will 
fometimes, though rarely, extend much 
farther into the paflage than has been gene- 
rally imagined. If the abforbents have 
. that univerfal diftribution which may natu- 
rally be inferred from what we know of 
the fanguiferous and nervous fyftems, Ff 
know no reafon why true venereal poifon, 
from a Chanere, may not be conveyed by 
-alymphatic communication to the neck 
of the bladder, or other parts, and fo into 
the fyftem, as well as by the more general 
route, through the lymphatics of thé 
groin; and I believe it has fometimes been 
the unknown caufé of late venereal fymp+ 

| toms, 
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toms,» when they have arifen from what 
has been erroneoufly fuppofed only a fimple 
Gonorrhea Virulenta. | 

I have thus far trefpaffed on the reader’s 
patience, to account for Verruce and fun-. 
gous excrefcences, which have fometimes. 
been found within the urethra. It is pro- 
bable, that a. fungus may arife, though 
rarely, without venereal infection, but I 
believe a true verrucous excrefcence never 
can. | 


Stricture. 

_ In a very ingenious paper by the late 
Dr. Monkley, in the Medical Tranfactions 
of the College of Phyficians, Vol. I. 
p- 174, we have an account of the ftric- 
ture of the ocfophagus, the cure of which 
this gentleman attempted, and effected by 
mercury.. Mr. John Hunter has informed 
us, that Strictures are defects found nat only 
#n the oefophagus, rectum, and other parts, 
but alfo in the urethra, from caufes by no 
_ means gonorrhe@al. And _ this is certainly 
true; but the moft general caufe of Stric- 

Way. tures 
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tures in the urethra, I am certain, is 


Gonorrhea. This gentleman has juftly 
obferved, that perfons having Stricture fel- 
dom apply to a furgeon till they find confi- 
derable difficulty in difcharging their urine, 
and the difeafe is often confidered as arifing 
from gravel, &c. This is more particu- 
larly true with refpect to elderly perfons ; 
and Iam convinced that fome of them go 
on with Stri@ture for many years, not 
_ knowing their complaint, till it becomes 
violent ; the contraction before it is thus 
alarming, having for a length of time ex- 
ifted, but been difregarded. Sv far, how- 
ever, from this affection being produced 
by caufes not gonorrhceal, ana, if I may fo 
fay, as the confequences of age or habit, is 
it not univerfally known that we meet with 
them in all ages from youth upwards, but 
much more frequently in young and middle 
aged men, than in old?—And fuch are 
almoft always to be traced to a previous 
Gonorrhea. Why they appear fo late as 
they fometimes do, is another matter.— 
All I can fay in an{wer te that is, that the 

Gleet, 
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Gleet, excoriation or ulceration, which I 
apprehend precede the Stricture, are of 
Jong continuance, and the procefs of con- 
traction afterwards, flow and gradual. And 
as to its not being one of the effeats of 
injections, if (as has been fhewn) thefe 
can produce metaftafis or tranflation of 
difeafe from the anterior to the pofterior, 
and more diftant parts of the urethra, and 
fuch tranflation is fometimes attended with 
very alarming local inflammation, termi- 
nating in fuppuration, and an opening, 
in a particular part of the urethra ; 
there can be no difficulty in conceiving 
that a tranflation, of much lefs danger 
without abfcefs, may caufe excoriation or 
ulceration on one precife {pot of the mem- 
brane, more than another. And as this 
new affection, produced by injeétion, is 
partial, fo likewife is its confequence the 
Stricture. Ulceration may alfo arife from 
any part of the urethra becoming the prin- 
cipal point of the difeafe, where there has 
been no metaftafis, more particularly an- 
teriorly, or where the urethra makes its 

Wg turn ; 
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turn; for thefe places may become the 
fink or receptacle of the ftimulating fecre- 
tion, from more remote parts, as happens 
in dyfentery, when the rectum ulcerates, 

The general fymptems of Seri@ure are 
pain, a difficulty and frequent inclination 
to make water, the ftream of urine fmall, 
or made by drops, mucous fediment in the 
chamber-pot, and a difpofition to retention 
and incontinence of urine. 

A gentleman, aged thirty-five, who 
had a Stricture for years, which he had 
neglected, was feized at three diftiné 
periods with a retention or fuppreffion of 
urine, from which he had been relieved, 
but would have nothing done to the Stric- 
ture. He had been once attended by the 
late Mr. Pott, and once 2 a phyfician. 
On the third fuppreffion, Mr. Pott being 
indifpofed, I was defired to niited for him. 
I found the patient in great torture. —His 
bladder was very tenfe, and had been much 
diftended for fome hours ; his pulfe full, 
hard, and {trong ; his countenance flufhed, 
his {kin hot, and {training viclently, with- 

out 
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out being able to make a drop of water. 
Under thefe diftrefling circumftances, he 
had done nothing; he had neither been 
bled, opened, ufed Opium, or been put 
into the warm bath.—I very carefully en- 
deavoured to pafs both bougie and flexible 
catheter, but it was impoflible. The 
Stricture was in that part of the urethra 
where it makes the bend, and the con- 
traction upon the bougie and catheter 
fo ftrong, that I was convinced the water 
could never be drawn off, .but by ufing 
{tronger efforts than under the foregoing 
circumftances I was willing to make, with- 
out previoufly trying the effect of more 
gentle means. He was bled,—his bowels 
were emptied,—he was put into a warm 
bath, — Opcum was adminiftered in the form 
of clyfter, with warm water and oil 
Thefe means, by -taking off the violent 
contraction and f{pafm of the bladder and 
other parts, leffened his pain, and dimi- 
nifhed the firength and velocity of the 
pulfe. The inflammation being thus re- 
duced, he became eafier; and without 

: attempting 
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attempting any thing in the way of opera. 
tion, with bougie or catheter, his urine 
dribbled from him, the bladder emptied 
itfelf, and he perfectly recovered, —his 
urine -pafling as it had done before the 
retention. 
Although this gentleman knew he had 
a Stricture, and that his life had been put 
to the hazard, yet he would not fubmit to 
ufe the only means that could poflibly 
ferve him effectually in future, —I mean 
the bougie. Two years after this, his 
Stricture became again troublefome, but 
without retention; he had pain, a fe- 
brile pulfe, frequent inclination to empty 
his bladder, mucous fediment in his urine, 
fome degree of gleet, with tendernefs 
and induration in perinezo. In this fitua- 
ation, he {ubmitted to try what furgery 
could do. A very eminent furgeon was 
called in as confultant with me. Upon 
my reprefentation of the cafe, he attempted, 
as I had before done, to pafs a bougie, but 
in vain. The paflage of the urine at the 
Stricture was fo fmall, and fo difficult to 
6 hit, 
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hit, that we were foiled, and the contrac~ 
tion or fpafm of the urethra fo great, that 
it was fenfibly felt on this fide the 
Stricture. By a cooling anodyne treat= 
ment, the warm bath,—poultices to the 
perineum,—fomentations of warm vine~ 
 gar,—mercury externally and bark the 
irritability of his habit, and of the part, 
were gradually leflened. By great care 
and perfeverance, at length, after entering | 
the opening in the Stricture, I made, daily, 
fome progrefs; but the irritability of the 
parts were fo great, that I was at times ob- 
liged to have recourfe to the warm bath, and 
defift fora day or two. His fymptoms, 
however, upon the whole, were greatly 
alleviated; the induration and tendernefs 
in perinzo lefs, the inclination to make 
water not fo frequent, lefs mucus with 
an increafed difcharge, from the ftimu- 
lus of the bougie. After fome weeks, I 
got beyond the principal Stricture —— 
Every line afterwards, excepting about 
two inches of the pafiage, which feemed 
to be found, till we reached the proftate, 

| I could 
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¥ could clearly feel a further contraction, 
by the bougie pafling with fome difficulty, 
and rubbing, as it went through a part of 
the bulbous and membranous portions of 
the urethra.. However, it paffed at lencth 
into the bladder, upon which all his fymp- 
toms went, and there remained a free and 
open paflage; the Stricture was dilated, | 
but probably not obliterated, with the dif- 
pofition to contraction to a certain degree 
remaining ; and that it did remain, was 
afterwards.evident, for within the {pace of 
two years he felt, at times, greater diffi- 
culty in pafling the bougie, than ufual; 
-—he had alfg a teafing kind of uneafi- 
~nefs, heat, and fometimes increafed irri- 
tability in perineo, which obliged him to 
difcontinue the remedy for a (hort time, 
now and then. This uneafinefs termi-~ 
nated in a deep-feated flugeith fuppuration, 
I difcharged a fimall quantity of urine and 
matter by puncture. The integuments being 
fo lax, that they were moveable over the: 
fluctuation, I availed myfelf of this cir- 
cymftance, and drawing them upwards 

over 
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over the cavity containing the fluid, f 
there made the puncture in fuch a mane 
ner, that the opening in the integu- 
ments, and that of the cavity of the ab- 
icefs, did not, upon taking away my finger, 
correfpond,—the fkin and integuments. 
acting in fome meafure asa valve. I know 
not whether any great advantage was gained. 
by making the opening in this way, but it 
healed immediately, I had no further 
trouble, and no fiftula followed. — 

There are fo many relapfes from atom~+ 
plaint of this kind, that every mian labour~ 
ing under it fhould acquire the habit of 
introducing a bougie, an elaftic or flex~ 
ible catheter, that he may relieve himfelf 
in cafe of a fudden retention when at a 
diftance from chirurgical affiftance.—This ~ 
precaution is the more neceflary, from this 
further confideration, that every confider- 
able Stri€ture leaves-a difeafed organization, 
which the bougie cannot deftroy, — and 
which,’ howéver vell treated in the frit 
inftance, has afterwards a greater or lefs 
difpofition to contract. | 

Having 
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Having mentioned that kind of violent 
contraction or {pafm which generally takes 
place, not only in the bladder and neigh- 
bouring parts, but in the urethra, during 
a fuppreffion, I muft call the reader’s atten- 
tion more particularly to a lefler degree of 
thefe affections, which frequently occurs in 
Stricture. This difpofition to contraction 
originates from the ftrictureitfelf, and thence 
extends gradually to the bladder and con- 
tizuous parts, and anteriorly, in a lefs 
degree to the urethra. To overcome or 
moderate this propenfity in the firft in- 
‘ftance, there is a neceffity for the means of 
producing anodyne relaxation, which need 
not be repeated. ‘The fecond remedy for 
counteracting this obftacle is to dilate the 
pafiage with a bougie; the fimple introduc- 
tion of which will give the parts on this 
fide the Stricture, the Stricture itfelf, and 
the neck of the bladder beyond it, a dif- 
pofition to open. And it is a fingular 
fact, that it will frequently do this, al- 
though it be impofflible to pafs the Stric- 
ture; and when the irritability of the 

urethra 
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urethra at that part is fo great, that it cari. 
not bear the contact of the extremity of 
the bougie. Wearing a few inches of this 
application in the anterior part of the paf- 
fage only, for a few hours every day, will 
fometimes mitigate the fymptoms, and 
diminith both ‘the difficulty and pain of 
difcharging the water, more particularly 
when the urethra is very. tender, or much 
contracted. Some injury, as well as much 
good, may be done by a bougie, and we 
fhould make our firft attempts with pre- 
- per caution; and I am convinced it is 
fometimes much fafer at firft to introduce a 
bougie not to the Stricture, but only within 
fome diftance of it, going on by degrees, 
increafing its fize, and proceeding flowly 
towards it. Partly by the difcharge preo- 
duced, and partly by the tendency this will 
have in leffening the general contraction, 
giving the difeafed part a flight difpofition 
to open, and eftablifhing in the patient a_ 
habit of feeling the bougie,. a preparation 
will be made for its more immediate action 
en the Stricture itfelf. And I have no 
doubt 
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doubt but that by this method of proceed- 
ing, a {mall opening in the Stricture may 
be more certainly hit in all cafes, but 
particularly when the parts are painful me 
tender. 

There is great difference in the feel of 
Strictures, as well as in the fize of the 
opening through which ‘the- contracted 
ftream has paffed. Some admit the bou- 
gie with dificulty, others will not admit 
one at all; and in fome inftances it will 
ftrike againft the Stri@ture as againft a 
hard callous bedy. The points of the 
bougie are fometimes made finely tapered, 
fometimes obtufe, and rounded off like 
the fmooth extremity of a common ca- 
theter. I prefer the latter form for ge- 
neral ufe, as being much lefs likely to 
hitch in a lacuna, or take a falfe courfe, 
than when finely pointed; but the firft, 
provided the bougie be only conical at the 
extremity, may be better for entering a very 
{mall Stricture. | 

There is a nicety in endhitits and an 
addrefs requifite in keeping the point within 

the 
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the epenipg of the Stricture, which can 
only be acquired by practice; and there 
is the fame in keeping it as clofe as poffi- 
ble to the obftruction, when the opening 
cannot be hit. On thefe circumftances 
much will depend. It requires patience, 
coolnefs, and perfeverance. _ If the furgeon 
can make any progrefs, though flowly, he 
muft be contented. If after the exertions of 
many days he once gets through, he will be 
compenfated by feeing the eafe and com- 
fort of the patient, and the pleafing prof- 
pect of being foon at the end of his la- 
bour. 

A gentleman from Ireland in the year 
1777, aged about fifty, had been long 
fubject to a mucous difcharge, attended 
with intolerable pain, and frequent ineffec- 
tual attempts to make water. The quan- 
tity of mucus was very great; it ftuck 
clofe to the bottom of the chamber-pot,. 
was of a thick greafy confiftence, and 
deeply purulent. He had not flept an 
hour together after going to bed for feven 
years, Owing to the pain and frequent calls | 
__ Vor. Il. M Ke) 
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to pafs his urine. He was much worn downy 
and in very ill health ; fome medical gen 
tlemen who had feen him in Dublin, from 
the quantity and appearance of the mucus. 
he evacuated, concluded the bladder muft 
be ulcerated. Mr. Pott, whofe patient 
he was, entertained a very different idea. 
‘We both made an attempt to pafs a bou- 
gie, but without effect. Upon a conful- 
tation with Sir Cafar Hawkins and the 
late Mr. Adair, Mr. Pott’s opinion was 
confirmed. After fome preparation, by 
putting him into a warm bath, ordering 
an enema with Opzum, water and oil, &c. 
fora few nights, he began again with a 
bougie. Although the difpofition to con- 
' traction in the urethra in this cafe was 
{trong, yet the irritability of the parts. 
was not great, and he bore the introduction 
fo well, that I was foon enabled to pats 
the bougie ‘night and morning. The feat 
of the difeafe was in the bulbous and mem- 
branous parts of the urethra. In: three 
weeks’ a very confiderable progrefs towards 
the bladder was made, and in proportion 
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to this progrefs, fo his fymptoms lefiened. 
He had lefs mucus in his urine,—the pain, 
irritation, and frequent defire to empty 
the bladder were greatly diminifhed,—he 
flept better, and was evidently mended as 
to his general health. ‘Three weeks after 
the firft, a fecond confultation was held. 
I paffed the bougie, and the gentlemen were 
all of opinion as well as myfelf, that it had 
entered the bladder. There was, however, 
a circumftance ftill continuing, which was 
rematkable, namely, the difpofition in the 
urethra to contra¢t on the bougie. Upon 
this Sir Cefar Hawkins obferved, that 
the medicine the patient had been for fome 
time taking, namely the Bark, would fre- 
quently have the effec of encreafing this 
difpofition ; and he faid further, there was 
every reafon to fuppofe, from the rapidity 
of the cure, that notwithftanding the length 
of time the complaint had remained, the 
parts were not much difeafed. 

It was in the month of Auguft, when 
Mr. Pott went generally out of town, that 
this gentleman, among other patients, was 
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left under my care. I was not a little 
furprized to find that the fymptoms, al- 
though. greatly leflened, did not go off 
upon the bougie (as we had all fuppofed) 
entering the bladder, but I foon found I 
had a further progrefs to make; and 
luckily, having neither an irritable patient 
nor a difeafed proftate in the way, the ob- 
ftacle was overcome, and the bougie at 
length finally got into the bladder ;—upon 
this the fymptoms foon ceafed, the parts 
recovering their long loft action, and the 


patient his former health. 

‘This laft difficulty muft have arifen from 
the Stri@ure being in that part of the 
urethra embraced by the proftate gland; 
for upon meafuring the length of different 
bougies, I could afcertain that we had 
been before nearly an inch fhort of the 
entrancesinto the bladder. 

In the cafe laft defcribed there was no 
external induration, or tendency toa fiftula 
in perineo, nor difficulty attending the fre- 
quent introduction and operation of the 
beugie; but it fometimes happens that 

| even 
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even thofe made of the beft and mildet 
materials will produce ficknefs, fainting, 
and confiderable pain. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances the furgeon mutt proceed eta~ 
dually, in habituating the feelings and fen- 
fibility of the patient to the ftimulus of 
the bougie. If he buys them from the 
maker, he fhould know with certainty the 
compofition. Some from their ignorance, 
others for their convenience, employ the 
heating gums, Pix Burgund. Turpentine, 
Colophrony, &c. medicines, much too fti- 
mulating for fo tender and delicate a fur- 
face as that of the urethra. And although 
in page 112, I have thrown out fome hints 
as to the probable advantages of employing 
fome of the pus moventia with the bougie; 
what was faid muft be underftood as mat- 
ter of futureinquiry, and if attempted as 
an improvement, the experiment mutt be 
made with great care. I have conftantly 
myfelf ufed bougies of the leaft ftimulating 
quality, and have fometimes had recourfe 
to fuch as had crude mercury in the 
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compofition ; but have never employed 
the other chymical preparations. 
When an incontinence of urine takes 
place from ftricture, or obftruction in the 
urethra, the gradual dilation of the paflage, 
till the bougie has fairly entered the blad- 
der, is the cure; and the fame remedy is 
applicable to fungous or other excrefcences 
within the urethra ; but in thefe cafes me- 
dicated bougies are ftrongly indicated. 
The fituation of the verumontanum and 
orifices of the vafa deferentia is fuch, that 
when difeafe has taken place in thefe parts, 
it is moft frequently attended with confi-~ 
derable degree of irritability, perhaps from 
their near connexion with the’ proftate 
gland; and this may happen without any 
correfponding enlargement of this body. 
A previous cooling anodyne treatment, 
going on with the bougie gradually (as has 
been already explained) being careful not 
to irritate too much, and employing during 
its ufe leeches to the hemorrhoidal veflels, 
if the patient can bear the lofs of blood ; 
opiates 
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opiates—the warm bath—and if occafion 

fhould require bliftering, or a drain fome- 

where near the part difeafed—the tepid fea 

bath, and mercury externally (if the gene- 

ral ftate of the patient does not contrain~ 

dicate) are the ufual means of relief. And 

when the bougie irritates fo much that it 

cannot be born, at or very near the feat of 
the mifchief, it may be introduced fo as 

to remain in the urethra, at fome diftance, 

But when it lyes eafy, and the furgeon can 
proceed, he may confider the complaint as 

ftricture, and go on till he has fairly en- 

tered the bladder, and dilated the paflage. 

For I know no juft reafon why a contrac- 

tion of the canal may not take place near © 
the verumontanum, as well as in any other | 
part, and the diftinction between a difeafed 
verumontanum without, or with ftricture, 
cannot eafily be made. 


Enlarged Proftate gland. 
When this body is difeafed, fome parts 


of the foregoing treatment may alfo be- 
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come neceflary, but there is more caution 
requifite as to the external ufe of mercury, 
left it fhould ftimulate the gland too much, 
and increafe the tendency to fuppuration. 
If there is much general heat and fever, 
with great irritability, it is wholly inad- 
miffible, till thefe circumftances have been 
quieted. And indeed, when this body has 
been long affected, it can be of no fervice 
as an antivenereal ; and when its internal 
ftructure has been confiderably altered, 
perhaps but little good can be expected 
from its deobftruent power, but this is by 
no means invariably true. The general 
heat and irritation muft, if poffible, be 
appeafed 1 in the firft inftance. Leeches to 
the hemorrhoidal veffels ; country or fea 
air, a milk or plain diety in which there 
fhould be a large proportion of vegetables, 
—difcutients externally, femicupium, or 
the warm fea bath, cicuta, fpong. uft. 
opiates per anum, producing a difcharge 
anteriorly from the urethra by a bougie, if 
it does not irritate too much; a feton, 
cauttic, bliftering the perineum, or fome 

. other 
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other neighbouring part, repeatedly; if 
the ftate of the patient’s bowels, and his 
 ftreneth will bear the exhibition of fea water 
internally, and under certain ciicumftances 
Bark, are the principal means [ would re- 
commend, for quieting irritation, dimi- 
nifhing the fize, and preventing fuppura- 
tion within the gland. When thefe ob- 
jects have been accomplifhed, mercury 
may be tried in combination with fome of 
the means now mentioned ; but its effects 
muft be carefully watched. It muft be 
noted that the enlargement of this body, 
which fometimes follows, asa confequence 
of Gonorrhea, is not f{trictly {peaking can- 
cerous. It may take place in a {crophu- 
lous habit, but is moft frequently the late 
_effe& of inflammation or {uppuration ; and 
it is for that reafon I fhall endeavour here- 
after to fhew, that furgery may poflibly 
afford another refource, in fome cafes, 
when all the foregoing means _ have failed. 
With that kind of dileafed Proftate 
Gland, which fometimes occurs in old 

men, 
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amen, we have nothing to do; it: does not 
properly belong to fyphilis, and therefore 
may be paffed over. | 


Induration and F iftula in Perineo. | 


A fiftula in perineo may arife two ways, 
either after the partial and incomplete heal- » 
ing of a confiderable abfcefs:in the peri~ 
neum, or with an abfcefs feemingly trifling 
like a boil, as a coniequence of Stricture. 
In both there is a breach in the urethra, 
and the event after each is frequently the 
fame; namely, a {mall fiftulous opening, 
through which a few drops of urine efcape, 
this heals imperfectly, and breaks out again; 
and fo it goes on, with more or lefs atten- 
dant induration ; or the complaint may not 
have proceeded fo far; there may be ftric- 
ture with induration, but without the 
urine and matter having found a way, out- 
wardly, through the integuments. As the 
Jaft is the moft fimple of the three cafes, 
it fhould be firft confidered.— The Bougie, 
difeutients externally, more particularly 
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warm vinegar, and Ung. Hydrarg. rubbed 
into the indurated part, will have a good 
effect , and by the united action of thefe 
means, the ftridure will generally give 
: way, the hardnefs go off, the oozing of 
urine through the urethra, which produced 
the hardnef{s, will be checked, and an open- 
ing externally prevented. The paffage 
having been thus rendered pervious, the 
difeafed urethra is in fome meafure reftored 
to a more natural ftate, but with a certain. 
alteration of its Stri€ture. The two former 
cafes may be treated nearly in the fame way 
as the preceding, placing the principal de- 
pendence for a cure on the Bougie, difcu- 
tients, and mercury. Sy this gentle ma- 
nagement, without the ufe of the knife, 
have many fiftule been cured, although 
there has not only been much hardnefs in 
perineo, but a percolation of urine into the 
cellular membrane, in various directions. 
If the bougie can be introduced’ fairly 
through the ftriGure, and into the blad- 
der, the cure may fafely be trufted to that 
principally ; its fize fhould be gradually 
increafed, 
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increafed, and if the urethra can bear this, 
it may be worth the trial to attempt cor- 
recting ‘the fecretion, by ufing other me- 
dicated bougies ; by the term, I mean the 
pus moventia of the mercurial kind. Such 
topics, as when applied to a common fore, 
will thicken and coagulate a thin gleety 
difcharge ; and upon this, if the a€tion of 
a common bougie fails, the greateft depen- 
dence may be made. 

A gentleman fubject to nephritic com-~- 
plaints, who at two different times had 
had confiderable inflammation in one kid- 
ney, difcharge of mucus and affection of 
the correfponding ureter, from the pafiage 
of a ftone into the bladder, was relieved 
_by the ufual means; but after the laft at- « 
tack, he found’his urine {till loaded with 
mucus, which continued fo long, and 
was in fuch quantity, that it was appre- 
hended he would go into a decline from 
the drain; he was daily-lofing his appetite, 
ftrength and flefh. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, from the fuggeftion of a friend, 
he took an ounce of bark a day for feveral 
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days; this leffened the difcharge confider- 
- ably, and by recurring to the fame remedy 
he recovered his former health. His urine, 
however, at times retained fome degree of 
foetor and mucus. Years after this he 
contracted a gonorrhea. He was himfelf 
a medical man, and confidering it a flight 
matter, he ufed an injeCtion of Zinc. Vi- 
triol. ‘This took off the running, but was 
- foon followed by a tendernefs in perinzo; 
the inflammation went on, and ended inan 
ab{cefs, notwithftanding his efforts to pre- 
vent it. The matter was let out, and when 
his fore was confiderably contracted, and 
he had employed a bougie for fome. time, 
he came to town, and went on gradually 
dilating the pafiage, and ufing mercury 
externally. During this courfe, {mall indu- 
tations would, after feeling more tender- 
nefs and difficulty in pafling the bougie 
than ufual, from time to time arife ; they 
would proceed to a crude kind of fuppura- 
tion, and upon opening them by punc-. 
ture, they immediately healed. At length 
by perfeverance the ‘paflage became very 
free, 
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free, neither hardnefs nor external opening 
remaining. [In this {tate he returned to 
the country, followed his bufinefs as ufual, 
and remained with the oceafional affiftance 
of the bougie, well, till a third ‘attack 
upon the kidney and ureter, on the oppofite 
ide to that formerly affected,’ occafioned 
gis death. Upon examination, it appeared 
that the fubftance of the kidney firft af- 
feéted had melted away, and in the ureter 
on the oppofite fide, there was a {tone 
which could not pafs. But the urethra, 
and part where the ftriGure was, fhewed, 
only the veftiges of former difeafe ; being 
much-lefs affected than the bladder, ure- 
ters, or kidneys. 

Another gentleman, furgeon to a man of 
wat, when in the Weft Indies, for a go- 
norrhea which he ccntracted there, made 
ufe of a calomel injection. It ftopped the 
difcharge immediately, but occafioned ten- 
dernefs, hardnéfs, and at length abfcefs in 
perinezo; all the means he could apply not 
being fufficient to prevent the formation 
of matter. He came to England with fo 

confiderable 
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confiderable a breach in the urethra, pro- 
bably from the membrane having floughed, 

that every time he emptied his bladder, the 
urine would come through the wound in a 
{mall ftream ; complicated with tis affec-+ 
tion, he had, though a young man, an en- 
larged Proftate Gland. He lingered on 
for fome time, but at lat died confiinip~ 
tive. 

The above cafes are not adduced as‘ the 
only inftances that might be brought for- 
wards, nor do I with by mentioning them 
to difcourage altogether the practice of em~ 
ploying injections in proper hands ; for T 
know they may be highly ufeful ; but their 
application fhould be left to ane judgment 
and difcretion of ‘well informed medical 
men, and to them only. Thefe gentlemen 
were fenfible intelligent praétitioners, but 
they were both wrong ; the one treated his 
complaint too lightly, being deceived by 
its apparent flightnefs ; or perhaps think- 
ing he could anticipate the fymptoms ‘by 
an early ufe of the fedative. The other, 
expected at a more advanced period to leffen 

tion 
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the fubfifting inflammation and virulency 
of the difeafe by the local application of 
a mercurial. And the immediate con- 
fequences were neatly the fame in both 
cafes. 

When the urethra, towards the neck 
of the bladder, is thoroughly difeafed, and 
there is no poflibility of dilating, or open- 
ing the contracted part, internally by bou- 
gie, cauftic, or a trocar, pafled by means 
of a canula, up to the ftriGure. When 
other circumftances are prefling, little 
urine coming through the urethra, and 
that little with confiderable pain, as much © 
nearly, perhaps, pafling through one or more 
f.ftulous openings in perinzo, and neigh- 
bouring cellular membrane, and thefe open- 
ings alfo attended with confiderable indu- 
ration; it has been propofed to dilate the 
feveral finufes, divide the ftricture, and 
lay the whole of the difeafed urethra open 
to the bladder ; thereby putting the feve- 
ral injured parts under the neceflity of 
fuppurating largely, and, by a new and 
different arrangement of circumftances, en- 

deavour 
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deavouring to obtain a cure. The cafe * 
defcribed by Mr. John Hunter, is very 
interefting; but though the patient did 
well from the operation, and was greatly 
relieved, being able to pafs his urine after- 
wards by the natural paflage, the difficulty 
of entering the bladder, either with bou- 
gie or catheter ftill remained. Notwith- 
ftanding this, if it fhould ultimately turn 
out, that this patient could for life, ora 
great length of time pafs his urine freely 
by the penis, it will be a very ufeful fac, 
and clearly thew that the fimple divifion of 
the difeafed membrane, after opening the 
collateral finufes, without excifion or the 
removal of indurated parts, may be as cu- 
rative in a fiftula in perinzo, as the fimple 
divifion of the gut is in the fiftula in ano. 

In another cafe mentioned by Le 
Dran,-- a cure was obtained, but in a _ 
different way; for he ufed the mode of © 
excifion, which perhaps was not neceflary ; 
and after the cure was more fortunate in 
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+ See Confultations de Chirurgie, p. 214. 
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being able to pafs a bougie, and recont« 
mend the occafional ufe of it to his pa- 
tient afterwards. 

It may be afked,; what is gained by the 
performance of operations fo painful, and 
of fuch difficult execution ? ‘The difperfion 
of the feveral indurations in the perineum, 
the healing of the fiftulous orifices, the 
ceflation of that oofing of urine into 
the cellular membrane and other parts, 
productive of thofe indurations, origin- 
ating in a breach of the urethra, which 
breach when comprehenced in the incifion, 
clofes; in confequence of this, the pain 
and other diftrefling fymptoms ceafe; and 
the cafe, after cure, becomes a contraction 
of a new kind, in confequence of healing a 
confiderable wound, recently made, in parts 
formerly altered by difeafe, and may fairly 
be compared to that kind of contraction, 
which follows the operation of lithotomy. 

Petit in a cafe. defcribed in. the me- 
moirs of the Royal Academy of furgery, 
fucceeded in the cure of a fiftula in peri- 
| nzo, 
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ho, where the opening in the urethra was 
within the Proftate Gland, which was 
probably enlarged. In his reflections on 
this cure, he obferves that the operation 
would not have anfwered, if the patient 
had not firft undergone a mercurial courfe, 
to deftroy the Venereal Virus, which he 
fays, exifted in his patient’s habit; nor 
would it have taken place afterwards, if he 
had trufted to an external divifion of parts, 
and not carried the incifion of the urethra 
(as he exprefles it) ‘* au-dela du col de la 
Veflie,”” and he adds, ‘* En effet l’experi- 
ence nous apprend que par l’operation on 
ne guerie point les fiftules et fur-tout 
celles du perinec, fi l’on fe contente d’ouvrir 
l’exterieur ; et qu'il faut, que l’orifice interne 
de la fiftule foit compris dans Vincifion.” 
His incifion went into the proftate, if 
not through it; but he did not venture on 
this part of the procefs till he had previ- 
oufly leffened by mercury, not only the in- 
duration felt by the rectum, in which in- 
duration, that of the proftate was included; 
but alfo thofe, of the perineum. I have an 
as Na © idea 
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idea that the fame line of practice with 
re{pect to mereury, may be extended to 
fome other fiftule in perinzo, eyen when 
complicated with an enlarged Proftate 
Gland ; and that the fimple divifion of the 
latter, afterwards, may tend to the faving 
of fome lives, which by a lefs decifive treat- 
ment have been loft. In many common 
ftrictures (as has been fhewn) the fymp- 
toms do not ceafe, till the bougie has made 
its way fairly into the bladder; and I 
agree with Petit, that when the breach or 
opening is in the neck of the bladder, if 
the incifion does not comprehend this open- 
ing, the operation will be ufelefs. ‘Time 
will throw more light on thefe fubjects, and 
may fhew us, even in the cafe of an enlarged 
Proftate Gland from a gonorrhoea, that 
when a free paffage into the bladder (on 
which I apprehend much depends) cannot 
beaccomplithed by other more gentle means, 
and the patient is daily getting into a very 
perilous ftate; relief, may at laft be pro- 
cured, by an incifion through its neck. 
. And thus.at the fame time, it is poffible, 
- 6 | that 


poate a 
that the great object of diminifhing the 
- fize of the gland, by the large fuppuration 
which muft neceffarily follow, will be ob- 
tained ; if matter has formed within its 
body, that matter will be evacuated, and 
the bladder itfelf relieved from the fubfift- 


ing irritation. 


Punéture of the Bladder. 


If all other means of relief have been 
fruitlefs, and the bladder is greatly diftended 
by inflammation, in what has been called by 
the French, a complete Retention, and by 
us a Supprefiion of urine, the bougie and 
catheter having been of no avail, and mor- 
tification likely to follow {peedily ;. it has 
been recommended to empty the vifcus, by 
making a {mall opening into it, And the 
operation has been done in three different 
places; namely, above the pubis, in that 
part of the bladder not covered by the 
peritoneum ; through the rectum and blad- 
der beyond the Proftate Gland; and in 
the perineum. The two firft are not dif- 
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ficult to perform, if the bladder be fufk- 
ciently diftended to be felt above the pubis, 
or by the finger from the rectum ;—and 
as they have been well explained by other 
writers, I need not enter into them, only 
mentioning that with refpect to the firft, 
an external incifion of the integuments, till 
the furgeon can feel the diftended bladder, 
will greatly facilitate the making the 

puncture ina proper manner. | 
The third operation is more difficult, 
whether performed by Mr. Hunter’s me- 
thod*, or by that mentioned by Default+. 
The precife part of the perineum, where 
the latter directs the puncture to be 
made is thus defcribed—‘* Tandis qu’un 
aide comprime léegérement la région hypo- 
gaftrique, le chirurgien ayant un doigt dans 
le rectum pour leloigner du lieu ou fe fait 
Ja ponction, port le troifcart dans le milieu- 
d’une ligne, qui partant de la tuberofite 
: de 


* See Mr. Hunter’s Obfervations on the Venereal 
Difeafe, page 1go. 
See the Journal de Chirurgie, tom, ii. p. 166. 
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de l'ifchion, fe termineroit au raphé, deux 
lignes devant la marge de l’anus, &c.” 

I have feen very few cafes in which it 
has been neceflary to have recourfe to any 
of thefe truly difagreeable alternatives to 
enable me to determine their refpective 
merits. Default’s method might per- 
haps be improved, by making firft an 
external “incilion, till the bladder can be 
diftinétly felt, and then performing the 
puncture. | 

But when difeafe has Gis fabfifted i in 
the neck of the bladder, and been the occa- 
fion of retention, and fuch difeafed affection 
remains, it may be afked, what profpect is 
there of thefe operations being any thing 
more, than mere palliatives? If for inftance, 
the puncture above the pubis has been 
made, and the diftenfion removed, the 
bladder may very poffibly fill again. The 
fact is, they can only relieve an accidental 
retention, arifing from ihflammation in 
perfons whofe urethre are difeafed. And 
if the obftruction is of that alarming na- 

N 4 ture 


f 3184] 
ture that no inftrument can pafs, from the 
great difeafe of the parts; and little or no 
paflage remains for the urine, though the fur- 
gcon may puncture, and empty the bladder 
pro hac vice, he may be under the neceflity of 
repeating the operation, or the patient will 
{till be in danger of his life. Therefore of 
all the means that can be recommended 
for emptying the bladder in fuch cafes, 
that, it may be faid, would probably be 
the beft, which aims at two objects, name- 
ly, the leffening the original complaint 
(the difeafe in its neck) and at the fame 
time removing the retention which is its 
confequence. In fome inftances, perhaps, 
the practicability of getting into the ure- 
thra beyond the {tricture (as mentioned by 
Mr. Hunter, in his Obfervations on the 
Operation for the Fiftula in Perinzo) 
may be worth confideration, even in the 
‘cafe of retention. But the actual divi- 
fion of the neck of the bladder cannot, 
I think, be as vindicable in other cafes 
of obftruion in this particular part; for 
fuch operation would be not only very diffi - 
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cult to perform, but extremely hazardous, 
and is what even the daring confidence of 
French furgery has not yet, I believe, 
ventured to propofe. The parts being 
greatly altered, thickened and rendered cal- 
lous by difeafe; the difficulty of getting 
into the bladder this way muft be infinitely 
greater than any attempt to cut for the 
{tone, as Friar Jaques was faid to have done, 
without the direction of a ftaff. And un- 
der the above circumftances the furgeon 
ean have no guide, but the rapha, and his 
own anatomical knowledge, for making 
fuch an incifion as thall enable him to get 
through the ftricture, and afterwards fearch 
for the fmall contracted paflage, towards 
the neck of the bladder, in order to the 
introduction of a female, elaftic catheter, or 
groved director; if he can introduce either, 
he is fo far fortunate, and may then, if he 
pleafes, eafily divide the neck of the blad- 
der, with a cutting gorget, as in the lateral 
operation for the ftone. But if he has no 
fuch direction, what can he do? He may, 
perhaps, be able to dilate the membranous 
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portion of the urethra, and even part of the 
proftate, without. wounding the rectum ; 
but when he has-gone fo far, fafely in this 
direction, there are only two ways, in 
which he can poffibly proceed farther. He 
may, perhaps, by turning the back of the 
knife towards the rectum, be able to carry 
on.the incifian towards the bladder, late- 
rally, as Mr. Chefelden conftantly prac- 
tifed, in cutting for the ftone, before the 
invention of the gorget now in ufe. Or, 
by a nice. piece of diffeCtion, firft feparat- 
ing the proftate gland to a certain diftance 
from its attachments to the reCtum, and 
making afterwards the divifion from below 
upwards, keeping the gut away, and turning 
ihe back of the knife towards it, he may 
thus, perhaps, be able to fet the ftriGure of 
the neck of the bladder: free. Thefe are 
only fome of the difficulties of attempting 
to remedy the two objects at once. But 
there is this further obftacle. In the cafe 
alluded to, the neck of the bladder is in 
fach a fate from inflammation, that it can 
hardly be fuppofed to bear fo much addi- 

tional 


[ 487 .] 

ditional irritation.—In fhort, in whatever 
light this truly deplorable cafe of fuppref- 
fion be viewed, there are difficulties al- 
moft infuperable; and probably therefore 
the puncture above the pubis, or that 
through the rectum, may generally be the 
fafer methods. The one will be effected 
in a diftant part of the bladder, the other 
beyond its neck, and proftate gland. If 
the patient furvives, it may be an ob- 
| ject of future confideration, whether, when 
he does not labour under a complete re- 
tention of urine, he will fubmit to a very 
painful and uncertain operation, and thereby 
endeavour to obtain more permanent relief 
for his difeafe. Such no doubt would be 
made into parts highly difeafed, but with- 
out laceration, and witbout thofe difficul- 
ties which muft in a greater or lefs degree 
attend the extraction of a ftone ; and if ever 
attempted muft be a mere experiment, on 
which time alone can decide, both as to 
its practicability and utility. Being con- 
tented myfelf with pointing out what I 
conceive to be real diticulties, I leave this 
as 
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as I have before left fome other important 
queftions, re{peCting certain points of prac» 
tice, in the late confequences of gonor- 
rheea, to the future obfervation and in- 
véftigation of others, 

Having come to the laft and moft truly 
difagreeable termination of fome gonor- 
thee, and fhewn how the difeafe may, 
itep by ftep go on, till it endangers life 
itfelf, I muft earneftly defire the reader 
would revert to all that has been previ-. 
oufly faid, as to the indifpenfable necef- 
fity of preventing and removing {peedily 
inflammation, and all its more early con- 
fequences; alfo.to the obfervations made 
en the action of mercury in this difeafe ; 
when the ftate of inflammation and ha- 
bit was not inimical to fuch action ;— 
and the ufes to which certain: injections 
of the leaft itimulating, or fedative kind, 
under particular favourable circumftances 
of difeafe, might be applied.. And view the 
three methods, namely, that..calculated 
for inflammatory diathefis, that frequently 
employed. in. contrary circumftances, and 

; that 
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that- generally attempted by injeQtions, ie. 
parately as parts; and when united, as 
forming a fyftem. of practice, capable of 
being direled, according to the judgment 
ef the practitioner, to this, or that parti- 
cular cafe of difeafe. . When he has fo 
done, he will, I hope, clearly perceive, that 
hothing but inattention to the principles 
of each of the three methods, can ever 
bring a gonorrhceal patient, under the truly 
diftrefling fituations of having cither me= 
taftafis, affeCtion of the proftate gland, 
abfcefs, fiftula in perinzo, or fuppreffion of 
urine; and if the difeafe be counteracted in 
time, by the feveral means of cure which 
have been fully pointed out, fuch confe- 
quences would rarely, if ever follow. ‘Ta 
thefe therefore, as my laft requefi, I do 
fincerely recommend him to direct his at- 
tention. If it {fhould be urged again& me, 
that in what has been faid, I mean to dit 
courage the practice of ufing injechens, 
I beg leave to fay, I have never entertained 
fuch an idea. I could not, with my eyes 
epen, avoid fecing in the courfe of my life, 

fome 
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fome of the miftakes which have beer 
made in their application. I with to 
moderate a too great and indifcriminate 
confidence in thefe means of cure, par- 
ticularly when trufted to alone, and 
have, by making the ftudent previ- 
oufly acquainted with the remedies, by 
which the difeafe may be cured without 
any injection, in two very oppofite ftates, 
enabled him to judge, with accuracy, what 
he may with fafety chufe, as affiftants to 
their feveral properties; and what he muft, 
to be fuccefsful, avoid. It is certain that 
Gonorrhea Virulenta may be cured with- 
out them. But it is no lefs true, that they 
may very properly come in as ufeful aux- 
iliaries to a general treatment, or when a 
preater reliance is placed in them, their 
{pecific effects may no doubt be made lefs 
dangerous, and the {phere of curative aCtion 
increafed, by combining them with fome 
parts of fuch treatment. And thefe parts 
have been fo fully explained and defcribed 
elfewhere, that it is wholly unneceflary to 
fay more on the fubject. 
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N the month of December 1689, this 

. country loft, as far as a medical cha- 
racter can be called a lofs, one of its 
greateft and moft diftinguifhed ornaments. 
After a life well {pent in the daily exer- 
cife of a laborious profeffion, and after the 
ftrongeft exertions of human ingenuity, in 
arranging, and with fidelity tranfmittiag 
to pofterity, the truths his wonderful fa- 
gacity had difcovered, and the facts he 
had treafured up, died Thomas Sydenham. 
A man, who if due regard is given to the 
very weak glimmerings of true {cience for 
the direction of his firft efforts, will pro- 
bably be ever confidered as one of the 
greateft inftances. of genius, united to an 
ardent defire of ferving mankind, that ever 
exifted; for it is difficult to fay, which 
predominated in his medical character, his 
benevolence or his fkill. The principles 
Vou. Il. a, he 


[ 194 |] 

he has taught are fo clearly taken from 
nature and practice, that even after the 
lapfe-of a century, he is defervedly looked 
up to, as a claflic among the moderns. And 
in defiance of thofe fyftems and revolutions 
in medicine, which have fince, from time to 
time, occurred, his obfervations ftill con= 
tinue to be read, not only with pleafure, 
but much profit; and in this enlightened 
age are regarded as ftandard. Much has 
been {aid againft his theory as well as fome 
parts of his practice ; and there are’ cer- 
tainly points in both, not now defenfible ; 
but let it at the fame time be remembered 
that he wrote at a period, by no means fo 
generally informed as the prefent, and in a 
ftyle and manner too plain and homély to. 
fuit the faffiion of thefe days. And yet 
under even all thefe difadvantages, it muft 
be allowed, that his was. the rich mine, 
whence fubfequent labourers have drawn 
the moft valuable ore, of which the vein 
s' ftill inexhauited. 

The 
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| The good effects of antimony in fever, 
when given fo as to excite vomiting, al- 
though he had no fafer preparation than an 
infufion of crocus metallorum to work 
with, were nearly as well known to him as 
is now the operation of the. pulvis anti- 
monialis to us; and may have. furnifhed 
the late doctor James with the firft hint 
for ufing his powder. In fever after the 
evacuating effects of his antimonial, in 
cholera, after a fufficient dilution and dif- 
charge of bile, and in many other cafes. of 
high. irritation, ‘Sydenham was. a perfect 
matter, of the ufe of opium. . To the ef- 
fects of bark he was no ftranger. And al- 
though he knew nothing i inoculation 
in. the fmall pox ; his own experience 
taught him the propriety of cooling medi-~ 
cines, frefh’ air and the antiphlogiftic re- 
gimen : to obviate the irritation in the fup- 
purating {tage of. this difeafe, he was fa~ 
miliar in the great advantages of the ano- 
dyne, 3 
Tt is foreign to my prefent purpofe to 
‘dwell long on the talents of this great man. 
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I fee the deplorable ftate phyfick was in at 
the beginning of his career. I fee the ve~ 
neration fo juftly fhewn to his works, 
throughout every civilized country fince ; 
end it requires no great penetration to 
forefee the influence thefe writings muft 
bear, from their intrinfic merit, to the 
lateft pofterity. 

From paying the due tribute of praife 
to the father of Englifh phyfick, who 
refted from his ufeful labours at the clofé 
of one century, it is my misfortune to de- 
plore at the latter end of this, the lofs we 
have all recently fuftained by the death of 
the greateft improver this, or any other 
nation ever had, in the fcience of furgery. 
I fcarcely need add, the name of Percival 
Poff. A man in no refpect inferior in his 


own line to the preceding excellent cha-— 


racter, alike in native and acquired pow- 
ers, alike alfo in that noble fpirit of emu- 


lation natural to great minds, which firft — 


prompts 'to action, and then leaves the fruit 
of its own activity, to benefit after ages. 
6 In 
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In the charaéter of Mr. Pott, who had 
fuch full employment, there was f{carcely 
afingle hour of his life, that did not lead 
to fomething generally, and more than 
commonly ufeful, nor a page inall his nu- 
merous writings that has not the fame ten- 
‘dency. 

To form fome idea of his uncom- 
mon exertions it muft not be forgotten 
that when he was a ftudent, the mode of a 
-chirurgical education was extremely de- 
feCtive. Anatomy in this country was rez 
only dawning. Haller, had not at that 
‘time, enriched fcience with his charming 
phyfiology. And, if we except Wifeman 
and the improvements made by Chefel- 
den, which were afterwards extended by 
the late Mr. Samuel Sharpe, there was not 
an Enelith writer on furgery fit to be read. 
The beft authors were all French. 

When Mr. Pott’s education commenced, 
and for years afterwards, were to be had of 
thofe helps very few, (and I have heard 
him lament it moft feelingly) which may 
| O 3 -— now 
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now be obtained at every hofpital, nay 
almoft in every corner of this town. Dr. 
Smellie, I believe, was the only lecturer 
in midwifery, and Dr. Nicholls the prin-. 
cipal in anatomy. ' No letures were then 
given in London on the Materia Medica, 
Chivinitey: or on the practice of Phyfick; 
and whoever had not attended fome medi- 
cal univerfity was forced to content him- 
felf with fuch information on thefe heads 
as he could acquire by the affiftance of 
- reading and private praétice. 

During his youth, the beft practice in 
furgery was to be feen in the hofpitals of 
St. Thomas and Mr. Guy. That hofpi- 
tal, in which he fo long ferved, wit 
fuch credit to himfelf, and advantage to 
others, was then neither fo large, nor fo 
well attended as of late years. Indeed its 
celebrity as a {chool was ina great meafure 
owing to his own abilities. 

His profeffional education was merely 
chirurgical, with rough anatomy for its 
bafis. By the latter term, I mean, that ufe- 
ful part of the {cience, which is only to be 
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acquired by frequent and repeated diffec- 
tions; that part, which, without taking 
in the minutiz, teaches by imperceptible, 
but {ure. {teps, a confidence in the manage~ | 
ment of the knife; and whilft it arrefts and. 
engages the attention, as a matter of phy- 
lofophic curiofity, leads to the more im- 
portant circumftances of operating well s 
and appearing with ability in the theatre 
of an hofpital. 

In thefe at that time, confifted fet 
the whole of a London furgeon’s education. 
For the art had not as yet been enlightened 
by a jut pathology, and a general know- 
ledge of medical principles. To this edu- 
cation, imperfect as it was, he owed that 
dexterity, which was fufficiently manifett 
through every fabfequent epochaof | his life. 
Whatever defects he may have difcovered 
early j in his education having been merely 
furgical ; he foon (applied them, by the 
force of his own genius. He paid aflidu- 
ous and conftant attention, not only to the 
improvement of the pathological and the- 
rapeutic parts in his own line, but to that 
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affiftance, which thefe are capable of de- 
riving from, and, in their turn, by a reci- 
procal ac.ion, giving back to the practical 
part of phyfick ; and the advances he made 
in fuch refpeéts may fairly be confidered as 
a creation of his own. In no writer can 
we find more juft, or more faithful defcrip- 
tions of chirurgical cafes, morbid. appear~ 
ances, or fymptoms, nor in any more clear, 
more appofite, or more certain remedies. 
In what work of furgery is there to be 
found a greater profufion of facts, capable 
of enriching the pase ftock of medi- 
cine? 

The two orofeffions of ohyfick and farge- 
ry in London are generally diftin@; to this - 
diftinction he conformed with moft {crupu- 
lous attention in practice. But as he was 
far from believing that furgery could ftand 
fupported only by the pillars of anatomy 
and manual dexterity, no man read with 
more avidity every new book of the medi- 
cal kind. He laboured inceffantly even to 
a late period for his own improvement in 
bits knowledge of the practical part of 

phyfick, 
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phyfick by ftudy sand this he did, from a 
conviction fuch knowledge would enable 
. him not only to direé&t with greater pro- 
priety and effect in his own line, but by 
the collifion of the two, new lights might 
be ftruck out tending to the advantage of 
both. He was highly informed, in every 
branch of anatomy, phyfiology, and phyfic, 
- which had either an immediate, or remote 

connection with furgery, and was fo. tho~ 
roughly mafter of the proper application 
and effets of medicine, that he could em- 
ploy it, with uncommon readinefs and fuc- | 
cefs tothe various chirurgical cafes that daily 
‘came before him. And his phyfick was as 
good as his furgery, neither frivolous, nor 
tinctured with quackery, but fuch, as our 
countryman Sydenham, might with fafe- 
ty have recommended, without a bluth, 
and without any impeachment of his ac- 
knowledged abilities. 

I muft rank Mr. Pott. amongft ee be- 
nefactors of phyfick, and the truth of that 
title may be proved from feveral paffages - 
in his writings. To what-do his very ex- 

cellent 
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cellent obfervations on the nature and 
treatment of what he calls a flough of the 
common membrane, as ftated in his Trea- 
tife on the Fiftula in Ano, tend? To what 
his obfervations on the mortification of the 
toes and feet? To what, not-to mention 
many others, the cauftic in the palfy of the 
lower extremities from a difeafed {pine ? 
but to enlarge our {tock of medical as well 
as furgical knowledge. To the practical 
abilities of the furgeon in him were united 
to acertain, and that by no means an in- 
-confiderable degree, the no leis valuable 
acquirements of the phyfician, and it was 
purely owing to his great multiplicity of 
engagements in furgery almoft from his 
firft entrance into it, and his fo ftrictly 
keeping, from a principle of honour, to 
that branch only, that this part, of his 

charaéter was not much more apparent. 
His demeanour towards his patients was 
polite, open and manly ; actively humane, 
but without fervility. He was an enemy 
to all cant and hypoerify, and although he 
felt as much as any man, he could never 
condefcend 
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condefcend to whine over a patient; as 
thefe were arts he never practifed himfelf 
and difliked in others, fo when they had 
been played off before him, he would 
fometimes comment on them with all the 
ridicule of contempt. 

It muft not hence be inferred that he 
wanted an high degree of feeling, for it 
is a known faét this was fo great, when he 
firft cut for the ftone, that a jaundice was 
the confequence ; and many were the un- 
eafy nights he paffed prior to the perform- 
ance of every operation of difficulty or danger. 
«If ever (he has faid) you attain a cer~ 
<* tain degree of rank in your profeffion, 
«* what you will undergo in the rugged 
«* path of your duty will caufe you much 
‘¢ heart-felt uneafinefs.” And the anxi- 
ety he felt whenever thefe trying occafions 
prefented themfelves is beft known to 
thofe, who thared his confidence and were 
honoured with his friendfhip. © 

Too good a furgeon to be a rafh opera- 
tor, he was very careful and nice in diftin- 
guifhing the circumftances requiring the 

aid 
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aid of the lancet ; and when an operation 
became abfolutely neceflary, he was as at- 
tentive to the due execution of it. He 
was as dexterous with the left hand as the 
right, and could couch extremely well 
with both. His difcernment, upon theap- 
pearance of unfufpected circumiftances, was 
keen and quick; his hand was perfectly 
fteady and equally good as his eye, with 
a judgment found, and unruffled amidft the 
greateft dangers. Indeed he excelled in 
‘this part of furgery as in every other; and 
could go immediately with the fame faci- 
lity, from the more coarfe and laborious to 
the moft minute and delicate operations ; 
and he performed them with an adroitnefs 
and difpatch, which though un¢ommon, 
feemed perfeétly natural to him: but his 
opinion was, that the hand fhould never 
outftrip the fight and judgment; and that 
every operation was foon enough done, that 
was well done. I remember his cutting 
for the ftone publickly with fingular dex- 
terity and fucceds before the late Le Cat of 
Rouen ; who was himfelf ‘one of the ‘firft 
3 Lythotomitts 


Toes 
Lythotomifts in Europe. With his ftop 
watch he noted the beginning and termi- 
nation of the bufinefs, and expreffed much 
pleafure at the manner and expedition 
With which it was performed. But Mr. 
Pott, when he afterwards knew the cir- 
cumftance, could not help animadverting 
on his folly of ufing a ee watch on fick 
an occafion. 
- His opinion was that a furgeon thould 
not only be manually dexterous at an ope- 
ration, buf know the moft probable means 
of preventing it; that he fhould endea- 
vour, if .poflible, to render them not 
only lefs painful, and hazardous, but lefs 
frequent; and on thé knowledge of pe 
proper means of obviating them, he has 
faid, much of the furgeon’s reputation 
and fuccefs in life would depend.——— 
In furgery as well as phyfick, the pradti- 
cal parts of both lines ftand alone. Ob- 
jets in their own nature and magnitude 
of fufficient confequence to engage the 
moft capacious and ative mind. He had 
cultivated anatomy and phyfiology with 
| ~ fufficient 
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fufficient ardour, but he paid very little 
attention either to botany or chymiftry. 
Thefe, were left for more fubftantial prac- 
tice ; and the admirers of the preliminary 
{ciences to medicine (and I muft confider 
furgery as no inconfiderable part of it) 
will, I hope, excufe me in faying, that 
the branches are, now, too big for the body 
of the tree, which tree is fuffering in its 
vital parts. We have a botanical arrange- 
ment exceeding, with refpect to the de- 
{criptive parts, all moderate bounds, with- 
out an adequate or correfponding know- 
ledge of the medical properties of the 
fubjects claffed. A chymiftry, which, 
however generally ufeful, curious as an art, : 
and greatly improved, has thrown very 
little new light on the cure of difeafes ; 
and is at length become fo very extenfive, 
that to comprehend it thoroughly would 
be the bufinefs of alife. An anatomy, which 
feems tending to fpeculation and unim- 
portant difquifition, perplexing the mind 
and diverting the attention from the moft 
obvious and highly ufeful parts of the {ci- 
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ence; and it may ‘be Oe Bide: that 
thefe parts were the fulcra, which once 
gave fteadinels and fuccets to thé hands of 
a Chefelden, a Sharpe, ‘and a Pott. A 
phyfiology, which delights more in the 
minute parts of the creation, than like 
the great Haller, in delineating the ceco- 
nomy of man—a furgery, which, without 
the utmoft care, will foon degenerate to a 
ftate in which anatomical dexterity alone, 
though only one of the requifites in form- 
ing the character, will take the lead, 
throwing down all thofe ufeful fences, 
which the wifdom of thofe, who from a 
more attentive confideration of the efforts 
of nature and refources of art in chirurgi- 
cal difeafes, had raifed, againft a too free 
aud licentious ufe of the knife. And in 
place of that general knowledge, which 
practice, and practice only can give, and 
which can alone teach us how to obviate 
the feverities, and moderate the terrors of 
this unpleafant and painful branch of fur-— 
gery, fome of our young men are, I fear, 
verging to a fingle point, and becoming 
WIere 
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mere operators. Thus the moft ufeful 
part of the fcience may probably fuffer by 
the change.—I fay moft ufeful, for the 
practical man knows, that the opportuni- 
ties of performing an operation are com- 
paratively very few, when oppofed to 
thofe numerous cafes, in which the fafety 
of individuals will depend much more on 
the Surgeon’s having a critical knowledge 
of the natural rife, progrefs, and termina~- 
tion of fuch difeafes as may come under his 
infpection ; and on the practicability of cu- 
ring them by medicine or the adoption of 
furgical ideas on medical principles, than on 
his powers of operating. If it be allowable. 
to fay that Englith furgery hasa decided ad- 
vantage over the fame profeffion as practifed 
in France and fome other countries, it is not 
becaufe we are better anatomifts, than the 
furgeons of thofe countries ; it is’ not be- 
caufe we are better operaters; but becaufe 
our knowledge of difeafes and remedies is 
mere correct and extenfive. We view the 
fcience through the medium of phyfic ; 


they, through the medium of anatomy only: 
Far 
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Far be it however from me to fay, that 
the operative does not make a very impor- 
tant part, or that a general knowledge of 
anatomy is not abfolutely neceffary, both 
to enable the artift to operate well, and 
make him acquainted with many difeafes 
and accidents that may come under his in- 
{pection. But this knowledge, like the 
{cience, to which it is more particularly 
applicable, fhould be found and practical, 
acquired principally in the difleGting room, 
neither trifling, {peculative, nor too mi- 
nute. 

Mr. Pott’s powers, as an operator, 
though confeffedly great, were fubordinate 
parts in his own eftimation, for he always 
- looked forwards in furgery to fomething 
more than anatomy or the eclat of ope- 
rating. He knew perfectly well the li- 
mits and fcope of the fcience, and could 
on every occafion feparate the chaff from 
the grain. His purfuits were by no means 
leading, either to the minutia, or nuge 
nature, but immediately, or remotely, to 
the prefervation of health and life, in a 

i great 
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great public hofpital, in a very large fhiare 
of private bufinefs, and in the no lefs ar- 
duous and difficult fituations of leCturer, 
confultant, and author-——an author, who 
wrote from what he had feen—not from 
- the fportive lucubrations of twenty years 
of ftudy, but from the well acquired Ja- 
bours of more than half a-century, employ- 
ed principally in the noe of 
practical furgery. HiSroeraar 

From what has been faid it will appear, 
that life is too {hort to follow up and em- 
brace, what may be called ufeful ftudies ; 
and that’ it is not confiftent with our na- 
ture, to grafp at univerfal knowledge; 
that too much time fhould ‘not be fpent, 
nor ftrefs laid, on the preliminary parts of 
medicine or furgery ; that the lefs ufeful 
fhould give way to what is abfolutely-and 
indifpenfably neceflary, not only in a pro-= 
feffional, but in a ‘mofal and religious 
light. “And° that the practical bed-fide 
knowledge, in every branch of phyfick, 
is not only that, by which we mutt live, 
but that by whch we can moft effe€tually 
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ferve mankind; compared with: which, 
leffer acquirements, though they may have 
their proper weight in the general {cale, 

fhould not be fuffered to preponderate... 
Mr. Pott, like Sydenham, was-an ene- 
my to all theory and hypothefis, guiding 
his footfteps with the fame caution, name- 
ly, by the genuine appearance of difeafes 
and the effects of remedies ; and although 
fufficiently {killed in anatomy and phyfio- 
logy, he never from an over refinement, 
gave them place, where the facred autho- 
rity of experience only, fhould be allowed 
to prefide. The fame found judgment, 
blended with uncommon fagacity, which 
is every where con{picuous, in the works 
of the one, may as. clearly be traced in the 
writings and practice of the other; and they 
feem to have gained information, though 
in different lines, by following nearly the 
fame practical road. With equal juftice 
and propriety as Sydenham blamed the 
mode of fome practitioners in his time, 
might Mr. Pott have objected to fome of 
the prevailing furgical notions of the day. 
i 2 In 


f ary | 

In him may be obferved the fame inflex- 
ible adherence to practical truths, whether 
thefe truths refpect the natural appear~ 
ances of difeafes, accidents, or the appli- 
cation of the neceffary means of cure. 
And he was fully aware of the great ne- 
ceffity of fupporting practice, by a fuffi- 
cient number of well authenticated facts, 
drawn from. cafes actually feen and at- 
tended. | | 

A mind fo clofely occupied as his was, 
with the great object of practice, had 
but little labour in writing, what had been 
previoufly well digefted. He was fo per- 
fectly mafter of his ideas and of language, 
that whatever was once committed to pa- 
per, feldom required an alteration: and 
with regard to fome of his produdtions 
latterly, Ican fay they were fo correét, that , 
a fingle reading was all they wanted be- 
fore they went to the prefs. He com- 
pofed with as much eafe as he wrote a 
common letter; and this will, in fome 
meafure, account for a circumftance that 
has furprifed many medical perfons, name- 


ly, 
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ly, how a man fo deeply engaged in bufi- 
nefs could have written fo much, fo well. 
In the firft place he wrote every treatife 
feparately, at different periods of a long. 
life. In the next, contemplation in him_ 
led immediately to a€tion. What he had 
once clearly perceived was, in a public 
hofpital, foon brought to the teft of ex- 
periment, and when it had paffed the trial, 
was fpeedily promulgated: for he had 
no profeffional fecrets. When from the 
fuperiority of his knowledge, he had made 
up his mind on any fubject, as to its getieral 
utility, he was uneafy till he had made 
other men as wife as himfelf; and the 
great work of his life was an endeavour, 
both by example and precept, to commu- - 
nicate a// he knew. 

As aconfultant furgeon, he was an il- 
luftrious example to all other men, in that 
re{peCtable line; and here, the fairnefs of 
his conduct, and his {uperior powers, were 
eminently confpicuous. He had a juft 
fenfe of the dignity and importance an- 
nexed to the character, and although he 

ohne was 
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was fometimes ill treated fora very honeft 
opinion, given for a meer trifle, where 
his reputation too frequently depended on 
the caprice or fagacity of others, he never 
complained. How much foever he may 
have’ fuffered, from the difficulty and 
danger of the fituation of being al- 
lowed frequently to give a fingle decifion 
only, on cafes of the greateft delicacy and 
importance—he patiently fubmitted to a 
routine he could not alter. But whatever 
his fufferings may have been in this re- 
fpect, the difcerning part of mankind and 
_ the profeffion did him ample juftice: for, 
J believe, there never was a furgeon in this 
or any other country, whofe opinion was 
fo frequently folicited, or more generally 
followed.—By a fteady habitual attention 
‘to the important, general, but without 
neglecting, or difregarding the moft mi- 
nute circumftances of practice; and by 
the largeft and moft comprehenfive views, 
his judgment was fo fully matured, that 
for many years preceding his death, it di- 
reCled him, almoft intuitively, to the ob- 
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ject of his purfuit; and enabled him to 
unravel inftantly, the moft difficult and 
complicated cafe—a pitch of mental per- 
fection, to which heavier mortals may 
afpire in vain. In the daily exercife of 
this judgment, he was clear and collected ; 
and often decided, without the fmalleft 
appearance of hefitation or doubt. His 
enemies (and no man is without enemies) 
have faid he was fometimes too hafty. 
Non poffumus omnia. In the multipli- 
city of bufinefs with which his mind was 
daily and hourly occupied, as a furgeon of 
an hofpital of no inconfiderable lize, as a 
teacher, confultant, and writer, itis not 
to be wondered at, if he had not always 
patience to hear a tedious unimportant 
detail, when from his fuperior knowledge 
he had previoufly formed his opinion from 
the fi ght and touch. And however novel 
the idea may appear to perfons not con- 
verfant 1n furgery, this was his, and it is 
probably the beft mode of judging with- 
out biafs, and muft very often have fuper- 
feded the hiftory, rendering it unneceflary. 
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Correct himfelf from infpection as to the - 
great outline, he could look back to what had ~ 
paft, and forefee future confequences: and 
- this will more particularly apply to that part 
of his bufinefs which depended on confulta- 
tions. Quick and ready in difcriminating, 
che certainly was, to an aftonifhing de- 
gree. But this happy faculty, how much 
foever it may have been miftaken in him, 
was only the natural confequence of a mind, 
fraught with general information, and the 
ultimate effect of confummate abilities, ever 
ufefully applied. A faculty, that fhould 
rather excite our praife than our cenfure! 
For it is the diftinguifhing mark of a cha- 
tacter above the common level ; the great- 

| eft men in every age have poffeffed it, and 
it was, I have no doubt, as confpicuous 
in Sydenham or Ratcliffe, as in Mr. 
Pott—A man endued by nature with ex- 
traordinary powers, long accuftomed to 
bufinefs, daily viewing the fame appear= 
ances, and contemplating for many years 
together fimilar occurrences, will readily 
underftand apparently without labour, 
what he has been fo long in the habit of 
invefti- 


eae 
inveftigating ; and he will not only per-. 
ceive quickly, but will difcriminate with 
accuracy, and judge with a firmnefs and 
precifion, of which an ordinary man can 
have no idea. This fhewed the vaft ex- 
tent of his chirurgical knowledge, how 
fully he had fettled in his mind the leading 
points of practice, and how carefully and 
well he had traced every part of the great, 

{cientific circle. 

- He was as clear, decifive, and as és. 
roughly informed on the fubject of Lues 
~Venerea and Gonorrheea ; and the various 
methods of treating them, as on every 
other part of furgery—Appeals in the laft 
refort on thefe fubjects were conftantly 
made to him from every quarter, and even 
from foreign countries. 

J lament exceedingly that his other avo- 
cations did not allow fufficient leifure to 
publifh any thoughts on Lues Venerea, 
difeafes of the bladder, and what he called 

Inquirenda on the Gonorrheea. 
Upon the firft fubje@, I believe, he ne~ 
ver intended to write; with regard to the 
fecond,. 
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fecond, long before his death, he told me, 
he had deftroyed as many papers as filled 
a large box; and as to the third, which 
he mentioned at leaft fifteen years ago, I 
could never learn, why he. relinquithed, 
what from his converfation at the time he 
certainly meditated—but which I believe 
unfortunately died with him. 

Inthe treatment of Gonorrheea Virulenta 
Mr. Pott very frequently employed injec- 
tions of various kinds ; he was fully. aware 
of the propriety of an. antiphlogiftic plan 
in this difeafe, he generally gave an inter- 
nal mercurial, as an. alterative in {mall 
dofes, but whenever the proftate was af- 
fected he ufed mercury with greater free- 
dom. | 

As one, among many inftances of this 
gentleman’s extraordinary difcernment and 
fagacity in Lues Venerea, I muft mention 
the cafe of a military officer, which many 
years ago I had noted amongft other me- 
moranda. _ | 

This patient was emaciated to the lait 
degree. with pain and difeafe; his com- 
plaint 
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plaint appeared at firft fight to be an en- 
largement of one of the thigh bones, which 
was fpread out to a very confiderable 
fize. By the opinion of feveral eminent 
phyficians and furgeons, amputation of the 
limb had ‘been ftrongly recommended, as 
the moft probable means of faving life, 
Upon the prefumption that the complaint 
was rheumatic, he had been fent to Bath ; 
to the fea, be. but returned to town with- 
out finding any relief, his complaint. hav- 
ing increafed confiderably. Mr, Pott faid, 
on his firft vifit, that he did not like to 
pronounce pofitively on a difeafe from one 
fymptom only, but he was much inclined 
to believe it was venereal, and afked the 
patient about other fymptoms or appear 
ances.—“‘ Yes,” faid he, ‘* my head is 
fore.” ‘Upon examination, the c cranium 
was found carious in two or three different 
places. Mr. Pott then declared, that the 
difeafe was venereal. The patient enquired, 
whether he could ferve him. He anfwer~ 
ed, he was very much afraid he could 
not—but advifed to fend for his friends, 
in 
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in order that the circumftances might be 
fairly ftated, that no blame might attach 
on the attempt to cure if it did not fuc- 
ceed. The ftatement was made, and the 
trial of mercury determined upon. 

He began with Ung. Hydrar. fort. xfs 
omni nocte, decoct. farfaparill, to which 
was added a handful of hartfhorn fhav- 
ings, in dies—he took alfo a flight prepa- 
ration of bark, and calomelas, gr. ij. every 
night. After having purfued this method 
for a fortnight, Mr. Pott found the pain 
diminifhed—-the ftrength increafed—pulfe 
ftronger, and the tumor leffened—and then 
could with confidence promife fuccefs. 

He went on without any remarkable oc- 
currence till his mouth became thorough~ 
ly fore, (an effect of mercury which Mr. 
Pott conftantly endeavoured to produce) 
and in two months was perfectly well. 
The great weaknefs, and the very reduced — 
{tate of this patient, induced him to begin 
in a much more cautious manner than 
ufual. Generally his method was to begin 
with a larger quantity of mercury, to 


which, 
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which he commonly joined the internal 
mercurial, as above, and he went on 
without intermiffion till a fair falivation 
arofe, or as in the Idiofyncracy, not dif- 
pofed to falivate, till the difeafe was cured 
without it. His ideas were taken from 
the moft enlarged views of practice, that 
practice I know was generally fuccefsful, 
he furmounted by a broad great line of 
condué, the defeéts of every lefs power- 
ful, fubordinate, method ; and the firft and 
moft valuable piece of advice he ever gave 
me when a young man, in the treat- 
ment of all obftinate venereal affections, 
was to make the mouth, if I could, tho- 
roughly fore. He always wifhed to fee the 
cheeks fwollen and puffy; and from the 
number of relapfes that came to him from 
other practitioners, even of great name, 
which he cured, I'am convinced he could 
not have been fo very fuccefsful as he 
undoubtedly was, in any other way. 

As Mr. Pott generally began with a 
confiderable dofe, namely, Ung. Hydrar. 
fort. 3}.—Calomelas, gr. ij. in dies—he 
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was fometimes, when by no means intend- 
ing fuch an effect, furprifed by an early 
and premature: falivation ; in which cafe, 
if it was not very violent, he feldom de- 
fifted from mercury, but: went ‘on, de= 
pending on the height of the affection, and 
the effect of fuch quantity of the medicine 
“as he could, without ftopping, introduce 
afterwards, for acure. And whoever -con- 
fiders that formerly, when fudden unqua- 
lified falivation was the mode of treat- 
ment, as may be feen in Sydenham, : Boer= 
hhaave, and other writers, the dependance 
‘was placed, not on a large quantity of mer- 
cury, nor on its gradual accumulation ; 
but principally on the affection of the 
mouth from a fmall quantity: and this 
was probably the reafon, that the former 
of thefe writers. laid down the rule— 
«“ Quod lues venerea fola falivatione cu- 
ratur.”’ (See the note to page 26 and 212, 
vol. 2).—The truth perhaps is, although 
a quick and rapid effect from) mercury in 
habits I have called {corbutic, does almoft 
ua fail to cure, (fee page 49, 50, 

51, with 
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si, with the note, vol. II.) yet effects. 
nearly fimilar, in other habits, not fo much 
debilitated and broken down, have ‘cer- 
tainly, and that frequently cured the dif- 
eafe: and if that had not been the cafe, 
the old method of falivating could never 
have fucceeded fo often as it did. The 
event with refpect to Mr. Pott’s practice 
was precifely this : whenever the patient 
was of that happy kind of habit, not to 
falivate too readily, yet with a natural 
propenfity to have his mouth affected, {and 
that difpofition in the mafs of mankind 
is perhaps: moft frequently met with) there 
his method anfwered wonderfully well ; and 
fome of the worft fymptoms of the difeafe, 
{ here “repeat, have been cured perfectly 
both by him and myfelf within fo fhort a 
period as ‘three weeks, or little more. (See 
page’ 62—1 96, 247—248—240, vol, II. ) 
When I {peak of this method, I do not 
mean ‘to fay it was peculiar to Mr. Pott 
alone. “Some years back it was, with little 
variation, almoft univerfaily followed, by 
furgeons who were moft converfant in ve~ 
| -nereal 
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nereal bufinefs, not only in public, but in 
private practice; and why it has fallen 
fo much into difcredit of late years, 
I know not. It certainly poffefles many 
advantages, well deferving the reconfide- 
ration of the faculty at large. 

A Gentleman had a confiderable ulcera- 
tion, and fo great an enlargement of the 
tongue, that it had increafed to double its 
natural fize. The ulceration had conti- 
nued for feven years, fometimes better, and 
fometimes worfe. Some years before he 
applied to Mr. Pott, he had been under a 
mercurial courfe, after the Montpelier me- 
thod. He rubbed in, but his mouth was 
not fuffered to become fore; for when af- 
fected only in a flight degree, he was 
ordered to defift, and go into a warm bath, 
and his bowels were kept open, &c.. This 
courfe nearly healed the fore, but not 
quite; the enlargement of the tongue alfo 
fubfided ; but the truce did not laft long, 
and in little more than a year the difeafe 
fpread again to a greater degree than 
ever. Henow, by Mr. Pott’s direction 
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ufed mercurial frictions, and alfo the inter- 
nal mercurial, in his ufual manner. The 
‘fpecific produced ulceration, copious flux 
of faliva, &c. On the zoth day, the ul- 
~ ceration was fairly healed, and the enlarge- 
ment gone. He underwent the courfe in 
fummer, and on the 24th returned into the 
country perfectly well, his mouth being 
‘then very tender, and overflowing with 
the falivary fecretion. There was no after 


treatment whatever. I had the fatisfac- 


tion of feeing this gentleman perfectly 
well, as to the former complaint, three 
years after this courfe, but recently affect- 


ed with chancre, which yielded without 


difficulty to common treatment. 

Since that time, I cured another per- 
fon in the fame way, and in as fhort a 
{pace of time, of a large f{preading ulcera- 
tion, running from the left cheek to the 
neareft angle of the mouth, which was the 
only fymptom, and which Mr. Pott agreed 
with me was venereal, although it had 
been faid to be cancerous ; alfo a venereal 
-farcocele, combined with venereal erup- 
oot. TIT. 8 tions, 
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tions ; a gummatous thickening of the tri- 

ceps mulcle, with farcocele, &c. &c. 
According to the beft obfervations I 
have been able to make, when the patient has 
been of ahabit with little or no tendency 
to falivate, there the quick and free intro- 
duction of the medicine, within the time 
above fpecified, has even, in the wortt 
cafes, appeared more likely to fucceed in 
curing, than a more gradual and cautious 
mode of procedure for fix weeks or two 
months. When, however, after the em- 
ployment of full dofes of mercury for a 
fortnight or three weeks, no confiderable 
affection of the mouth follows, nor ap- _ 
pearance of cure takes place, there, we 
muft-purfue one of two methods—we 
mutt either continue the treatment for five, 
fix, feven, or eight weeks, even under 
confinement, fuffering fuch treatment to 
aflume the alterative form or type, or 
puth the effects of the {pecific to the ut- 
moft, between the end of the fecond and 
termination of the third week, fo as to pro- 
duce fome of the decifive effects of mercury, 
er 6 ; within» 
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within the {pace of four, five, and twenty 
days, or a month; and when the external 
ufe of mercury becomes inert, the object » 
may be attained, by giving full dofes of 
mercury internally.—I have been inform- 
ed, by a furgeon of reputation, who for- 
merly practifed in India, where it is im- 
poffible to confine a perfon, or avoid 
opening the windowsand doors, that the cure 
of venereal fymptoms feldom took place, 
till the feventh or eighth week, and then 
they went at once, with very little affeQion 
of the mouth, the effects of mercury go- 
ing off principally by increafed perfpira- 
tion anda kindly diarrhea. I muft how- 
ever remark, that the mercurial employed 
was conftantly calomelas. And when any 
difference from the above progrefs follow- 
_ ed, it was always occafioned by sregu- 
larity, which in all countries will pro- 
duce anomalous fymptoms: and the fame 
kind of tendency in certain conftitutions 
to affume what may be called the altera- 
tive type, holds good in this country, even 
under confinement. But when a quicker 
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and lefs tedious effect can be produced, 
within three or four weeks, I thould, in 
many cafes, prefer it, and that for the 
following reafons: when a perfon has. ufed 
an alterative plan of cure, (for fuch it 
too frequently is,) although followed under 
confinement for feven, eight, or more weeks, 
the effects on the mouth and fyftem do 
fometimes become ftationary, though the 
quantity of mercury daily ufed may be 
large. In which cafe there are circum-. 
{tances in the conftitution operating againft 
the proper action of the fpecific, which 
greatly leflen, and may indeed deftroy for 
the time, its anti-venereal power. Thefe 
are the production of a flow and gradual 
weaknefs, and the generation of what 
may be called a {corbutic diathetis, by the 
con{tant confinement of the patient, whilft 
his fyftem 1s daily irritated by the medi- 
cine. When a perfon under cure is in this 
‘ftate, and the fymptom does not give 
way, there feems to be only one of two 
courfes to take, either to puth the medi- 
cine to the utmoft, under his prefent weak 
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ftate, or defift entirely for a time from 
mercury, mend the habit, and when the 
health is fufficiently reftored, attempt to 
produce again the anti-venereal effects of the 
medicine within the month ; and then the 
cure will probably follow—the difeafe too 
much habituated to the old, giving way 
to a new, very different, and more violent 
action. . | 

The weaknefs I muft repeat infeparable 
_ from an alterative kind of courfe under 


= 


-confinement, is much more permanent 
than that occafioned by a quicker introduc- 
tion and operation of the medicine within 
three weeks or a month. In the latter, 
the furgeon may fpeedily obtain all that 
mercury is capable of doing in lues ve~ 
nerea, with a {trong tendency afterwards toa 
rapid convalefcence. But in the former, the 
circumftances, tending to a cure and con- 
valefcence, are very different ; and it muft 
be noted that, fometimes, the cure does not 
take place, unlefs the medicine produces its 
decifive effects at the end of the courfe ; 
even although that courfe may have con- 
tinued two months, or longer. And I 

remain 
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aemain of my former opinion, that when-. 
ever the conftitution favours the quick in- 
‘troduction of mercury, fo as to effet a 
cure within a month, that plan may often. 
be adopted. It may for the cure of 
an obftinate fymptom be fometimes more 
painful to bear, but it occafions much lefs 
injury to the conftitution ; and is, I be- 
lieve, in ozena—in {preading ulcerations, . 
and in fome other cafes, which were for- 
merly pointed out, much more efficacious. 
than any other. We frequently want in 
mercury a {trong and violent action to alter. 
the courfe, and check the progrefs of a 
difeafed appearance; and although this 
medicine, when ufed as an alterative, may 
to a certain degree do this, as in'the pa- 
tient with the ulcerated tongue, yet the re- 
currence of the fymptoms and cure of the 
difeafe, generally require more powerful 
effects. Many years back I was fent for 
in hafte to a gentleman under Mr, .Pott’s 
care, who was faid by the fervant to be 
dying. He was under a mercurial courfe 
for venereal ulcerations of the tonfils— 
frictions had been ufed largely, and re- 
péeatedly, 
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peatedly, to which had been joined inter- 
nal mercurials—calomelas and crude mer- 
cury, mercur. alkaliz.&c.and after this very 
forcible action of the medicine for near a 
month, the ulcerations fhewed no difpofi- 
tion to heal, but were ftationary ; the 
patient was much reduced, both as to his 
ftrength and flefh, and he was become ex- 
tremely irritable: but with very little af- 
fection of the mouth. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, he was directed to ufe a 
cinnabar. fumigation to the throat. In 
the evening of the day on which he em- 
ployed this topic, he was taken extremely 
ill, with ficknefs and tendency to votniting, 
great depreffion of {pirits, and what Ni- 
cholas Maffa has called, laffitudines {e-. 
mifyncopales. He was put immediately 
into a warm bed, and took philoneum. 
On the next day I found his mouth more 
fore—his tongue fuperficially floughy at 
the fides—But the venereal ulcerations 
were healing ; and in two or three days he 
was cured both of the difeafe, and effects 
of the remedy. | 
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Page 3, line 14, read 7 for y—p. 25. 1. 4, prefumed for 
premifed—p. 37. 1. 12. for that, read thofe of that——p. 515 
for deftreable, read defirable—p, 69. a for o in ptyali{m— 
p- 89. for epedidymis, read epidydimis—p. 91. for pert- 
nga, read ad perineum—p. 105. |, 16, add sto effec?—p. 
107. before complicated add is—p. 150, add dto an—p. 
155, read was for were—p. 171. read firudture for firic- 
ture—p. 179, after firrcture, 1. 11. a, for ; after bladder— 
p- 188, read were for was after habit—p. 194, laft line, 
add z—p. 205. ; inftead of . after alone. 
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